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iii the process of educatiori, aud nowv it is becomnirg more and
more wideI'y adinitted that there is a step stili further back iii
the development of the intellect which is of the greatest import-
ance> one wvhich I believe wvill yet be regarded as thre corner
stone of ail systenîs of e(lucation. Thre Kinderglaiten systert,
utiliziing and dirccting the spoiitaniouis activity of chiidhiood,
47ruides and lcads thie developnîent of tire faculties, teachies tire
child to sec, to reproduce and invent, and brings irîr to tire
thresliold of blis actual studies witli initellect quickened aird
strengthiened, anrd preparecl to reccive and assirîrilate mental
food with great case and more lasting eflIact.

To prepare a systemi of education capable of meeting ail. tire
demnands of our tinie, and free fron cail reasoiiable grounds of
criticisin is indeed, a gyreat, and perhiaps ail impossible taskz, but
it is truly an enicouragig feature thiat the xrccd is rcalizcd and
that tie efràrts of somie of our best meni are bcing coirstarrtly
devotcd to the enrd in vicw, and it is not to be doubted that the
stand.ard of excellence is advancingr and the measure of sticcess
augmerrting. He wvho xviii be wise enoughi to devise and fortu.-
nate enughi to inaugrurate a systcmn of public instruction whichi
xviii bring within the rcach of every clrild of the state a thioroughi
and efficient course of instruction fromn the Kindergarten to
the highcst prcparatory grade, xviii be richiy enititled C o say of
his work, L'xcgi mo~imtifm «ero pcreîbiuis. The ideal lias iiot
becu reachied in any country. Our owvn systein of public, instruc-
tion for many reasoils is not equal to it. Nevertheless our
systemn is ain excellent one and is beirrg eoustantly improved,
xvhile tire character and standinig of our teacliing( force is stead-
ily advanciing. I believe that never have tire teachers of thiis
province beeni so keeniy alive Vo the derniands of the tinre, anid
80 anxious and pairrstakinrg in striving Vo mneet those dlemai,.nds,
as at prescrit. Tliey are f ully aware of thc iîccessity of adoptingç
and using( thc best and miost modern inethods, and they labor
with no thoughlt of their own timie and strengçthi Vo put those
miethiods iito successfil operatiotn. They recogniize tIcfact tiat
the best systemn is poxverless without a body of trained teachers
to put it into practice. Normal traiing i8 being more widely
cousidered of vital imuportanrce, and tire tirne will no doubt sooil
corne Mvien no teacher cari expeet xithout it Vo obtain a positioni.
Even niow a mnovement is corîterîîplated whici xviii make it
possible to extend more widely the beirefit of sucir trainring, ani
muich good miay be expected from its inauguration. Certain it
is that arîy mnovemnent xvhiclî tends Vo tire attainrîrient of greater
efficiency ini tire conduct of sehools xviii always receive the
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