
BlBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

A ÏMOH-AMMEDAN BAPTIZED IN PERSIA.

Proni, MeL Agent of the Aimrican Bible Society, Coinstanti)tc'plc, in the Lev«?LVt

DEAUi Siiu :-lccent letters from Persia speak, of thie baptismi of a IMeohain-
medail iii oue of thie cities in thie hieart cf thiat empire. Very few particular5

are ivcn. We k-now, hiowever, thiat hie was oue cf thiose whiom our colpotr
tours met in thie early part cf 1808, as thicy passed on thieir Bible tour
thiroumg]î thie districts of Hamiadan, Tehieran, and Ispalian.

]3esides thiegeneral iuterest tliat iinust attachi tu tllis first baptismn iu Pur-
sia cf a convert fri Islam, it lias special interest in concticu withi ur
Bible -work. So far as thie colporteurs learnied from hiim, Iia first knowlcge
of Chirist mas almost wlholly froin ibis study cf a borrowcd copy of tule New
Testament. Nu miissi-onary liad seen in. No native Cliristian hiad gYlive
hiim instruction ; but " Tle word of God wvas quick aud, poiverf al." By tuIe
diligent study of thiat word alone without note or coniment, and withiolt
oven tîme practical exeiuplification cf its prixîciples biefore inii, lie wvas per-
suaded of thie truthi cf the religion inceulcated by Chirist. Froin that tixuie, it
would seem, the deînands cf Islamisin upon iim wvere more or less disregard-
cd ; but te publicly disowxii tlîe religion of biis fatliers and eînbrace a newv faitli

jwas not an easy thiing iii thie lieart cf sucli an empire as Persia. l'roipted
by i ncwv convictions lio soughlt tlose wvhu receive tlhe Scriptzircs as frumi
God, tiat lie inîghit frein thieni learu more fully cf this way s0 liew to im.
Aiong thie Jews lie formied acquaintance with tlie teacliings cf Moses anid
thie prophiets, but ne knlowledge cf tlie Messiali cf thie Newv Testament. Coni-

iversing xithi the priests and bishiops cf thie Armielan cliurch, hoe fouud tlîemi
more=goat even thian liimself cf thie wonderful God-man cf thie Gospel.
The Ppss too, <lave hlmn ne hielp ii lis searchi after a- Chiristian life based
upon thie doctrinies cf thie cross. LÇeitlier amiong Jews, Armenians, nerPa
pists, did hoe flnd thiat religion wlîichi accords witlî thie word cf God.

Whien, therofore, tlîe twu colporteurs frein Oroomiahi visited tlîe City w]liere
luis hione -%vas, liolding up, thie word cf life for thie reception cf all, tliey at-
tracted luis attention and thiat cf Iiis friends. Seeking tliemi in thjeir rcsting
place, iu ene cf thie khxans of thie City, lie found tlîemi mon cf pra yer, mein cf
thie New Testament. In tlucir report sent you Septemiber 4tli 1868, speak-
ing cf this mîxan anud luis friends tuie colporteurs say :"lOur conversations with
thieu wcre prolongcd and interestiixg. Togetlier we rond tîme New Test--
ment. WVe prayed witli thexu, and tluey secin cordially to accept thie Gospel
as ive are able te explain it te tlîcin. Thiey are well read lu tlie Seriptures
ind are initelligenCit mcxx, fully persuaded thiat tîmeir own religion is false."
Oue cf thieseiMuissuilmien is a inan cf leariiing, anid lias iudoctrinatcd maixy
in ]luis ot-n belief in tlie Gospel, somne cf wliocm were siîbscqullentlybapItizedl Agi
India. Hie liiiniself desirod baptisin thiat lie mighlt, be iiîuiboed axneng tlie
people cf God. Let us liope anid pray tliat th-is brothier mnay be protected
frein tîxe violence cf aIl whio oppose thie sprecad cf divinie trutli iii tliat
dark land, and tluat tlurougfli Ilis instriinxentality uxany otlier sons cf islamn
mnay find thie way cf life thirouglu Jesus Chirist couir Lord.
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A large ninber of thie bocks publishied by tlîe Amecrican Bible Society are
distributcd ecry year t1uroughi thie agen cy cf tuie Amecrican Suîiday Scliool
Union.Amiixarii \instgietleflovgicdet

Oiie w'cek ago, hast Sabbatlx, a nin came te our hiouse just as I waýs pro-
parinig te start to visit a Sunday scluool lu thie country. With dccp distress
depictod on hiis face, at thie door hie tlius addrcssed me " «Mister, 1 Came up
town to-day te sec if I could got a Bible. I wvent -Io thie drug store (whuere


