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anity. Let us for a moment, with ail reverence, place Buddhism and Christi-
anity in the crucible together. It is often said that Buddhia's discont:ses
abound in mnoral precepts, almost ideutical with those of Christ. D3e it
so ; but in fairnes let us take a portion of Buddha's, first sermion, whichi
contains the crearn of ]iis doctrine. 1 should liko to, give it to yen froas
the translation whichi lias just corne out at Oxford. 'The Buddha, iwho
is said, to ho second only te Christ, made use of words to the follow'ingeffoot :-' Birth iEs suffering. Decay is aufferinga. Iliess is sufforing.
Death is sufforing. Presenco of objecta we hiate la suffering Separation
from objocts we love i8 sufferiiug. -Not te obtain what we desiro ils sufiering.
Clinging to existence is sufforing. Complete cessation of thirat or craving
for existence is cessation of suffering ; and the oight-fold path which loads to
cessation of suffering is right belief, right aspiration, right speech, right con-duct, right means of iivelihood, -right endoavour, right nienory, right miedi-
tation. This 18 the noble truth of stiffering,.' A-ad now, iwith ail reverence,
1l turn, on the other band, to, the first gracions words which proeeded froin
the niouth of the Founder of Christianity, as givon by St. Luke : 'The
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because Re hath anointed Me to preach
good tidings to the poor ; Ho liath sent me to leeal the broken-hearted, te
preach deliveranco te the captives, and reovering of siglit te, the blind, te
set at liberty them that are bruised, te preachi the acceptable year of the
Lord.' In contrasting thoso first utterances of twe Eastern teachers, ene of
whom 'vo Christians 7joieve te hoe Divine, I ask, What is there of hope for
poor 8uffering humanity in the firat utterance of l3nddha 1 k it net more
like a death-knoll than a voice proclairning good tidinga of groat joy te poor
sufforing sinuers ? And here 1 seemn te hoar sorne learned Orientaiist-por-
haps there are some present at this meeting-remark, '0Of course it was
impossible for Buddha te spoak of the Spirit of the Lored, whon he donied
the existence of ail spirit, humau or divine ; when ho denied any-boing
higher than hiasseif, the perfect mnan ; but assureffly it nw."t be admitted that
Buddha preached lus gospel te the poor? " Woll, bear withime for a littie
longer, while I point eut a fow other contrasta, showing how vast is the guif
whicil separates the gospel of Buddha frein the gospel of ,Tesus Christ. And
1 feôl 1 arn compellod te speak out on this occasion, oven as 1 spoke eut re-
contly at Oxford in contrastiîig the Veda of the Brahmins with our own lioly
Biblo; for a kind of doctrine called Neo-Buddhisrn is spreading, 1 amn sorry
to say, in niany places, both iu Europe and America, and alse iu India, where
we hoped thitt Buddhism had beon long extinet. This new doctrine nlagni-
fies Buddhism as if, forsooth! it were a very rational sort of creed for au
intelligent man te, hold in tho nineteenth century. Yos, monstrous as it niay
seomi, the Gospel oi Christ our Savieur-tho gospel of poace-is in some
quarters beconxing out of fashion, and givingr pkoce te the gospel of niisery-
the gospel of Buddha.

"Mark, thon, twe or tbree more contrasts which, make the guif I spoke of
jnst now wholly impossible te ho bridgod e,7er. In the gospel of Bnddha
wo are told that the whole woild lieth ihn suffering, as you have. just hieard.
lu the gospel of Christ the whole wvorld hotuh ln wickedness. 'Glory in
pour shLfferings ; rejoice in them ; make theni steps tewvards heaven,' says
the gospel of Christ. ' Away with ail suiffering ; staasp it eut, for it is the
plague of humanity,' says the gospel of Buddha. « The whole world is en-
siavod by sin,-' says the Christian gospel; 'The iolo %world is onslaved by
illusion,' says the Btiddhist gospel. 1 Sanctify your affections,' says the
0110; 'Suppresa thein i ttorly,' says the othor. 1 Chorish your body, and
present it as a living sacrifice te God,' says the Christian gospel; Got ridi
cýf your body as the greatost of ail cursès,' says the Buidhist. <We are
Goals workianship,' sayýs the Christian gospel ; '.-nil God works ini us and
bY ils and througrh uis.' CWe are our own workmanship,' says the grospel

01Bdh,1and ne eue werks in us but ourselves.' Lastly, the Christian


