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ta post, divided the spoils aniong their coreligionists anîd lutt the
christians to bewail the loss of their possessions and their freedoni,
the de>ecration of their shrines and the profanation of their chiurches.
Surely the people of Europe nighlt prefer iiiiervagrancy and dire irn-
poverishinietit,rather th-an suffer the doiitcering and degrading rule
of ignorance, iznmoraliLy, crueity and laziiiess, so perfectly per-
sonified in the M tssu]lma is

Thus, the very fact of having been the meanus of keeping the
Mohiamredans froru occupying the fair provinces of Europe, ilust
strike the unbiassed reader as a benefit which far otlalances the
sacrifices and tosses suffered in the undertiking. Nor does it
affect this concluszion, to sav that the Arabs wcre never able to
take E urope, and thant it hand been a sparing of Cliristian tîlood, to
let them int Ilhe country and then overwhelm iliem as iv'as donc
before at Soissons. A charming plan, indeed! Besides,îthe dis-

pute is not about the means niost proper to keep the Saracenis
from despoiling Europe but to know if the means tak-en did or did
not accomiplishi that end. A gifi bestowved, is none tbe less a it
if bý.stowed by a foe.

:Xnother equally specious objection sonietimies alleged, is ihiat
the S;aracens in spite of the Crusades, did finally gretafohldo
the sout or Europe, wvhich theyv hold even at the preseni. clay Yeb,
undoubtedly, they g-ot int Europe at last, but wn? Ia 1433.i

* just one lhundreci and ciglay ye.ars- after the I;ist Crusade. One
wvould think that thie Saracens coul in that spaci: of imie have
recovered froin the disasters oif the Crusades, zand vecruihed anew

* their armies.
* Another happy effect due to tic Cruisades was the abolition of

the Feudzil System. This mode of laind tenure, rezihly excellent in
* itself, hiad hecome by abuse of poxver on the part of the seigniors,

wrctc lied and oppressive. Duiring the war, a strorng feeling of
svimpathy grew up% bebwcen the -serfs and their lords, who leariied
on the field ofhbattlc and in ;îdvers-ity to forget their old ainim.osit-ies,
and flic inequa-liz.y of their social rank. Besides, maiîy feuttal
lords, before setting oui. to jerusalem, alloivcd their serfs to bu3'i barktheir liberty.

By means of these wars, Europe tid herselfof many petty lords
Stild princes, whuose presence at home served niainly to fomený


