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"0 miserable base" - (KCing Johin).
"Let's hence to view tlie gaine" - (Otiiello).
This is unquestionable evidence of the versatility of the Bard

of Avon; and, perhaps, it inay be a warning of flic "puirposes g-
noble" to wiceh our literary eations are ofttiinies al)plicd. W
have budding bards aniongst the "Arts" contributing, contingent
to tlie "iReview" so I takze the liberty of rerninding these "in-
glorieus M~iltons" (the mnute, is eliwinated) of the penalties of
'Faine.'' Dn't mmiid Slialz.-speare; tiiere is no ''infiriiiity''

aboiut it. Williamn is flot a1w.ays orthodox froiin an educational
standpoint; lie tells yc "to fling away ainhbition." The Prefeet
of Studies is going to expuirgate "Hlenry VIII," as this saying
of the great Master of Poesy is deiinoîal.izing flic classes in liter-
ature.

The fo1low'%iiVg littie disquisition lias been jiist unearthcd froin
a pile of musty inanuscripts; and 1 take the liberty of inflicting
it upon the -%voild-bc poets just to illustrate liow exacting flic
<'Art 1'otie" is in its deinands upon the votaries wvlîo 'Worshiip
at the slirine of the Mu\Iises. 1 iiay add timat the writing of this
littie essay many years ago cured me of pocti mna.

What is Poetry? Tlhis question is as old as liumanity; for
Poetry lilce "Music is co-eval -with language. lihetoricians hiave
striven to give us a. definition; bat thiey secîni to have failed.
egregiously, as tlîey give us iinerely a deseriptioin. They lia-ve con-
sequently found it necessary to confine theiinselves to flic usual
concoinitants of IPoetry tlian to its essential constituent. ie-
toricians arc very wonderfiil people. Tlîeir inids arc likze tiiose
watclies -whieli an iconoclastie spealzs of: "None go just alike,
but ecd one believes lus ow%%n." 0f course this dees not apply
to inyseif: 1 don't teachi IRbtoric.

"Peetry," these -wise people tell us, "eonisisl.s ini (net of) the
huarnonious arrangenment of werds in a, sentence; and the division
of a Composition into uines containing a certain succession of long
and short syllables. H-ence (accordingy te timis standard) -%vhat-
eyer can be in-easured with a, foot-mIle, or employs rythiin, rlîyne,
alliteration, or assonance, is poetry. Thon it follows (,according
te the ordinary nîethods of induction) thuat "Liinîerickçs" shueuld
be placed in the saine category as, for examnple, Bryant's "Thian-
atopsis," or Lon-gfellowns' "Psalin of bile," or possib]y Tenny-
son 's 'Ini Mý-eieriain." By flie way, hotli TjonigfeIlo'v and Tenny-
son give us pictures of Grief: Tennyson, in "In Mleiioriaii," and
Longfcllo-%v in "Resignatien"; and 1 beg leave to asic the ad-
iiiirers of the former, whv.iclî of thec t-we. lias the truer ring, anld
which teaclies the ]îcart the riglit bearing of human sorrew?
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