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%Lne Janh2~fce
THE FIREU4'LGHT UN TiHEi WAIL.

W'hcn the rostis on tie wandow
Anal thie snow is falling fast,

Dtiv-en in a riging inaetrom
By thc wildly shtiel<ing blast

Wihen the nplt as closing round a
And!iL.e citiatny-tasraes cait,

'i'hea, 1 luve tu Wach tic firelàgltt
As it tilckers un the Wall.

I lnw at .îuavers, leaps andt (lances
Like a îpirit of unrest

Now it gtows with wondrou-z radiance,
ike tthe suinset in the west ;

"bien ai faes,.andl sonmtre hadows.
Sî)lently and swifly fat!,

'nd 1 sigh for thet tost splendnr
Of the Çrehîghî on tie Wall.

But again il 'prinps in beauty
Froinlie enalers' blinking lighî,

Braigîens:àg ino golden g1iy
The graun daakness of the naglit,

And my hecart grows Warin anal tender,
And fond memories 1 recal,

As 1tsit andl watch taiefirelight
As it ftlckers on the Wall.

-Alire FettotPelx.

A VIS17 70 THE/ WEST- INDIE.

ST. LUCIA-(Contintrel)

While passîng along anc o! île streets, we
naticcal a darky wrîîing. We went Op to hini:
lie cordially receivcd us, stating that lis
rnoîler-in-law was dead and tiat he was send-
ing oui notices of the burial, etc. He banded
os anc writien in a bold hand on black-
edged paper as follows : " Gentleen, yoo
are higîly solicîteal. I rcspectllybeg oftyour
to attend the tunral of Mrs. Godard wlo died
ai 12.45 arn tht funral is to take place ai
Laboorat Street No. 5 the belaved moîlier a!
Annie Godard, John joseph an Sussanal
Godard,

aged t)9 years
rcSt in pease."

The naine of ibis wortiy scrîbbler is Ralph
Francis, 46 Victoria St., Cartrats, St. Lucia,
West Indies. We had a long and antcresting
conversation witi him and his %vfe, and le
prornised ta wvrite mie low le got aloug. Ht
was bighlîy lated ai aur visit and will treat
any white man fron Arnerica with kindncss,
should ticy caîl on bim. Ilc and bis wifc are
Chri3tians, and blong ta tic Mietiodisi
dhurci.

Hundreds af women are employcd icre
loadingZand unloading coal and Ioading log-
wod-.iie pu)or creatures are ta lc pitied.

Tht stary of a lad 15 years, %YlO sbawed
us round,was sad. Ilis maîbar, lic said,warked
ait th coal:, lec iad tliree sisters and two
brolers and îîey lived at tbeirgrandmotlier's
in anc roani. Mis faîber lived witli anoîber
witt in tle sainie awn, and lad cleven chil-
dren in tht second family, and "lec is gcttiiog
rnarritd ta anoler witc îo*morrow.» Sncb
is the condition of St. Lucia. The tact is, île
man was neyer tniarricd lcgally.

lIARaAiOS.-tl.W. 1.)

The naxi stop is at thc British Island o!
Barbados, whidli is iS miles long, by 1>
t 'les wide, andI bas more people to the square
mile than any cîher country outside China.
This tact gives it au impvortance in île cyes af
a Barbadian. second ta, no otier country in
tle warld. Tiheshies torm the governing
race, nearly île entire wealtli and business af
tic islands being in iheir hands, altlaugl
îliey torm but a small anid censtanîly decrcas-
ing fraction of tewlale population, whidli
is via.:

Whites - - 1 i5613
Mixed ----- 43,976
Black - zjooo

The good Barbadian is an enîhusiast no
maîter whrchbc s,; iere is ne country like
Barbados ; when bc dits lie wants anoîher
rcsidence just ike it. Ie blackshIcare tic
mast insolent in the %West Indies.TIey are,
howcvcr, industriaus, bac-ause witb so rnany
i must le work or perisî, and they arc mod
traîelv intelligent. Barbados icse asicf L C
other islands ; tbis s wliy they aýre called *.Ic
"Lccward Islands," because tlay are to the
leeward a! Barbades.Tic Barbadian divides
ail the divisible world ita two parts, one part
of tvhîch is to '"leeward," the 011cr to 1'wind-
vard" cf Barbados.

Thec cf iown is Bridgeport, wtb a popu-
lat ion cf 4o,00, clustcred together like a bec-

hive, the social and mnoral condition being
similar to the cther West India Islands, very
lowv. The black people are extremely primi-
tive ini dress and manniers. l3aats and oars
are as primitive as their progenitors bail, as
they fished from the banks of the Niger or
Congo a tbousand years ago. The town con-
tains little of interest or beauty apart from the
public markets where a gond opportunity is
afforded of studying the native characteraslics
ot the people. The negroes are very excitable
and create a great noise when they get excited.
Tbey buy and sell in vcry 1,mall quantities,and
lave onvery littie. There are no forigners ta
'be seen, as none are allowed ta remain.
Hence the markets are entirely their own,
with no outside competition.

There as an excellent Public Library, the
largest and best we bave vet seen in the West
Indies. The public schools are very poor,
there being few trained teachers. The Young
Men's Christian Association occupv a fine
building and is free from debt. We had a
very pleasant interview with the respected
secretary.

The religious condition of the island is en-
tirely governed by the Anglican churcli, for
out of the entire population

i6oaoo are Anglicans,
14,000 are Methodists,
7o0 are Roman Catholics,
7,000 are Moravians,

the balance unknown.
The beat, as we walk along the streets, is

intense, and althoaxgh we badl divested our-
selves of every piece ofunnecessary clothing,
we were roasted.

Thre civil condition of Barbados, is-
Married men 16,759, women 17,787.
Single "610o19 S. 77,337.
Widowed " 1,337 49 6,077.

There is an idea prevalent that Barbados is
a grave for Europeans, and that an enforced
residence is equivalent ta a sentence of death,
but as far as 1 could learn, it is a grand sana-
torium, and just the place for ail affected with
long trouble. There are two seasons the "wet
and dry," and" hot and cald," or the spring
and the crop time. The wet szason begins
in june ta end of October. The dry scason
tramn November tu May. The temperature
ranges tram 8S5 O apvards. There is no pier,
ail vessels anctior out in the barbor, and are
loaded and unloaded by ligliters. Barbados
is the headquarters for vessels doing business
in the West Indies-they ail corne here for
arders, Barbados being connected by cable
witti ail parts of the warld. Over fifty large
ocean tbips lay at anchor an the harbor await-
ing orders. The sigbt was very beautiful as
ail these vessels lay quietly at anchor. The
ha rbor is full of sharks, large and smali, and
their flesh is sald on the markets, and boaght
by the poorer class.

There is a very fine hotel ab- it 214 miles
froni the city, called the Marine, and the larg-
est in the XWest ladies. h is eazy of access
by street cars. The sea bathing is the finest
in the world, the temperature of the water
being about Sa degrees, suitable for the rnost
delicate invalids. The attractions of Hast-
ings (wliere this liotel is,situated) gnd the
places of interest in the neighborhood point
ta it as the natural centre ta be chosen by
tourasis wha desire ta sce wth comfort ait the
beauxies of coast and inland sceery which
Barbados affords. Here we parted with three
of aur party ta await the arrivaI of the Royal
Mail steamer for j amaica.

The chef productions of the island are
sugar, cocoa, rum, etc. The land is mare
level than any of the other islands, and is in
consequence ail productive.

There is a regiment cf red coats statianed
here, and the mien appear smart.

We <ccl the beat intenselv-at night ; we
sit on the deck with very scanty clothing, aad
few af us tomn into our berts,preferring ta lie
an deck ail nighî than besuffocated beiow.

TRINIDAD. 'M. W. 1.)
Atter lcaving Barbadas in the alternon

we sighted the shores cf Tridad and Tobago
the tollowing aftermoon (Sunday). For rnany
ycars ve had a longioz desire te visit this
well-known island of Preshyterian Missions
and now we are withia reach of grati1fing that
cairiosity. As we approaclied more clas.-IV,
the shores prcsented a bold and dangercus
apptarance, while the mountains are covcred
with vegetation tram base ta summit. We

pass through a cliannel an the north-westerù
eqd cf the island called the Bocas. There
are severnl cpenings through which large
vessels cati pass at this end cf the island and
the view is very fine. We pass close by the
nearest point in the Venezuelan .nainlaua'cf
Southi Americo. The ocean currents liere
are very strang, running at frani 3 te 4 miles,
and the water, a greenisli shade, caused, it is
said, by the waters of the Oflnnca, vwhich
empties itsecf on the Venezuelan toast. After
a laveîy sail down the Golf of ParL, we corne
ta anchor five miles from shore, alongside,
almost, of a Russian man-of-war. There
are a great many ships at anchor, and the
chef town, Part of Spain, dots not by any
means present an attractive appearance, only
the front buildings and the wharf being
visible and a few scattered bouses on the hill-
sida, %while an the sommit of ibis bill stands
a small cburcb with a îower. We enquired
if that was the Presbyterian Church, tram a
black man who boarded us, but bc did not
know what ilat big word meant ; neyer beard
of sudh a churdi; lie knew of à Scotch chapel
in town, bot the church on the hill was a
Spanish synagogue. Toc water mnen are
furious in iheir charges lere to row asbore,
and as we wanted to go ta dhurcI wc had te
pay 2s. eadli way for ecd individuaL. The
captain, chef engineer and the writer went
asbore, and alter a gond deal of enquiry we
succeeded in finding the " Scotch chapel."
The services lad already begun. We were
shown into a seat. The general appearance
was very Scotch. The faces of the majority pre-
sent were good old Presbyterîans. About i5c,
persans in ail comprised tle congregation,
Ot whom 3a or so were black, and as many
colored, the balance being white. The
dhurcI was ver comiortable, coshioned scats,
and aIl th-- wood-work mabogany, with a very
bandsomc argan and good choir. The ser-
mon was of tle Scotch style îoo, the minister
reading very closely. The texi w"s, 1'The
wicked shah be mmcnd upside down." The
collection was taken op in small red bags,
handed tram one ta another. Thc minaster's
narne is Rev. Mr. McCurdy. No ane affered
ta speak ta us, but we enquared at the door
the namr oethie minisier. The whole service
was dull and unin*cre-sting. We stepped in-
ta the Anglican churcli across tle road, an
our way ta îhe wharf. Here was a cangrega-
tian of i,07o, actual countr, and we were sur-
roonded by white and black ta bid us wtt-
cone. We werecardially invited back. Thre
cathedral is very landsome and surroded
by beautiful tracs.

The street cars run on Sonday, and the
small fruit stores are open, othcrwise we
could flot tell t frani a Taroniontan Sabbath.
Our firsi impression ef Tranadad was very
favorable and cauld compare favarably with
easîern cties. %Ve saw namhange out ef the
way.

On Manday we did the tawn (Port of
Spain, which bas a population Of 30,00S) wCll.
The stores are large and well-stocked, the
streets are aIl asphali, and tle buildings
modem. Everyone stemed ta be Lusy and
vMr few loafers, or langers-on, as in the
ather islands, tle exception. being the
coolies, wla ccrtainly tram wbat wc saw,
are a waliblcss race, lazy, dirzy and almost
inanimate. They squat on tbè sidewalks, in
the sîreets, in the stores, everywhe-re. Sartie
selling, saime begging, cîler doing nothing,
but sit on their baunches ail day long.

Sanie who si' and selI stemn ta be well o2,
if the quantiîy otjewellery is any indication of
wealth (the caolies îhink sa). Wc enaticed
sainte coolie wornen wiîh rngs in thear nase
and cars, bracelets au ibeir wrists and aras
(saint lad their arias almasi covered), z.ing-
lets on their ankles, witl thrce ta six neckleîs,
fremnwhcah bung silver pieces cf ail sizes. We
asked theni wîy !bey wear sa mach jewellery :
--Oh, its preity. It looks nice.*" It is said
îhey convert ail the silver and geld they get
ia articles <or adornmient. Tbey lave on

5 cents a day, and arc said te bc good workcrs
in the sugar estates. Leaviîag this class eut,
Port of Spain caribe classed ainongst car
modem îewns.

A greai hurricani îook place hem in x8roazîd
an eartbquake in 1825, caasing great havoc.
Slavtry was abolished in 183 3. There are sev-
=1a fine public markets, ai which the varions

productions cf the Islnid arc sold. Tht people

are civil and abliging and very haneat A
railway connecte Part of Spain with San
Fernando, tonty miles distant and opened in
1876. The style cf cars are Eaglish, and the
trains are always crowded.

The spiritual wants cf îhe people are loaked
afier by the Anglicans who IlaIod the tort."
The Methodists corne ncxt , their first dliurch
wvas opened in IS27 besides these there are the
Spanish, Doich, Roman Catbolic, Hebreiw,
Moravian and Presbyterian dhurcIes. Ail
classes and conditions of people are found
bere. The Creole, Mulatto, Negro, Coolie,
Frencli, lutcb, Brazilian, Russian, Syrian, etc
The Crec c s are almosi white and are native
barn, while ailtle others are foreigners. rhe
police regulations are very strict and the
punishment for miner oflences terribly severe
In to-day's paper we rcad of a black boy, six-
teen years old, sentenced to, îwo years for
sîealing an egg rom lis father, and for pluck.
ing a flower in any et the public gardens, or
fruit tram any trel the punisbment is severe.

Therc is a Government savings bank fur
the accommodatai oo the people, as aise
district savings banks. The total popula-
tion is 200,000: maIes io8,o, females 92,000o.
The island was discovered in 14§6 and named
La Trinidad or The Triniiy.

The chief prodoce is sugar, cocoa, etc. Thc
ailier experts arc cocoa nuis and asphait ftram
the Pitch Lake, ance o the wonders of the
world.Only 315oooo acres of thc isianad are
under cultivation or about one-àfttl cf its arca
San Fernando, the second town ef the
island, is situated on the Golf cf Paria, rnîd-
way beîwcen Port cf Spain and tlic soutl-
western end o! îhe.island. It is built on two
low hluIs; its population is about 7,000.

Thet bird iown is Arîmna, sixteen miles in-
land ta the east et Port o! Spain. It is the
terminus ot one of the Unes o! railways (there
are three lincs on thc island) and tle outlet of
most of the cocca which grows in the valîcys
te the north o! it, and in the rich lands which
slope tnwards the casi coast. lis population
is 3,5clo. Thc communication bctweeni San
Fernando and thc soutl-eastern end cf the
island is dhiefly by steamers wbidli ply tri-
weekly.

Here more of or company separate ; a
yoong lady from Bermuda, withb ler attend'snt,
wbo cornes ta seek a home a! ber own, and
our gond triend Mr. King, a MýL 'irealer. WVe
take on board a few for Demerara and somte
deck passengers. AIlilie colorcd people who
travel are carried as declc passengers; tbey
sleep and ct on tlie deck. no covering lot a
canvas sheet spread ever tlem, and tley ail
seeni quite happy. We carr a large number
cf negrees as deck lands and Iaadang and on-
loading the cargo. Thcy artenegagcd ai t .
Rutts for the roand trip ta Demerara at 50c.,
a day (thc coolies wark for i Sc. aday.> They
arc net required ta wnrk on Suaday, our
captain being a strict observer cf the Lord's
day and in every other respect a man of
honor andi ibarough integriîy. and lias
aroond bim a band of tmen like hurnself.
Since we came on board ibis skip, we have
beard no coasse language or out-bursts cf
anger and cveryhing goes on nicely atid
smoothly day after day, making the trip very
onjayable. The captain is full cf information
and is fa?! ofesteemn for and appreciation of
the work ot Rev. Mr. Grant ai San Fernando,
aad lapes ta remain long enough on the re-
tura trip ta enable the writcr ta go ta see him.

Ont Sunday moeming we met wiîh tic
dert ies in tht forchold of the sbip, anî lad
a pleasant and profitable -talk with îbemn.
They were mout attentive and anxious hearers;
ail seeînied to understand the plan et salva-
tien and several expressed themsclvas as
anxious te know more ; by and bye aur nom-
ber increased by a Large number cf the wbi
mna joining us; ail Iisiencd atntively tu God's:
word as cxpoizzacd ina simple way, andacou,
our best friends on the ship.are the blaclcmcmm
Ti2ey cannai do enougla honor as we meeL.
Wc ctcn visit tbeni inîtheir quarters, and art.
greadly delightcd ihat tle wnite mati sbould
condescend te sit dowa in ibeir quarters and
talk With ther.

We Ie-ft Trinidad at mid-day for Demerara,
tram which place will be rny next letter.

Novcer boaü more than oe kind c! trouble
at a tima. SOnia 1 lobcar tbUrc kinds--
ahI thay hava had, arlto aonw a I
î.hoy oxpacit tohave.-EdWard RocrU Bak.
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