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lx ThIES 0F TROUBLE.

lIv 11EN iAIR11AIRN, %MONlîPAI..

On evety side appea out caget loe.
%ith Icry tmwesrive ta vanî 1uish ail,

Soon will ihr hrridlranlsu lan us cluose,
We flinch and tuuuble save us, cie we flu

Why saiu'est Thou alar. O Lord?

'rhe frienls we fonuly clung ta, llinlly lovedb
WVhose answering love wecicaveul as earth craves tain,

I lave either flse, or coldly carelrss, pra'eul,
They coren it in the bour of %suife andl pain,

Why stanîlest Thou ar, OLordl

Temipuation, sortow, cave, rernoise aundtrain,
A ruthîcîs hoîde witb saul.devoutiog eyes,

P'ress closer still- -uh. muu ii lie la vain
To 'lhee etliii out iîkading. anguiiheulcries

Why standest Thouî alar, 0 Lordl ?

If Thau Ire for us, who against cao i ei
hIackwatd thîsse dicadeit hasts wmnîtît suîaighi ueccil,

Au ont Rlance oi Thy nîatclhless niesty 1
Thy lightesu word cao aIh tlitir cotinsetl I,il,

Why sîandest thau afar, t) I ot<l

ISRA El /XINTUE TIarE 0F SOL OMOX

It'u MISS J. (.IiSON4, OTTANVA.

Tht iollowing is the firsu.prize essay awarded in the Inter-
mediate depamîmient af tht Hîglier Religiaus Instruction
examination :

Tht time ai Solomion was tht golden age ai Israel. Of
aIl lsrael's monarchs Saomanin was tht mosu illustriaus, and
attained the widest sway. During bis reigit tht commerce
and tradc af the nation was wonderlully enlarged, anld cvqly-
thing was conducted an a scale of unprtedented magnifi-
cence. Scholars and philosophers are fascinated with tht
histary alibhis greai ruler, who mastered tht w hale cycle ai
tht learning ai bis ago, and wha gained such brilliant renown
for bis extraordiriar't wisdomi.

In David's reigit tht new manarchy became tboroughly
organized and esîablis-hed. Numerous enemies werc deteated
and subdued, and tht nation being now an inîperial dominion,
tht kings af Isaci were an a level with the great ptentates
ai tht ancicnt world. David determîned ta makt jeusalem
the great religiaus centre ai tht kingdom, and accordingly
brought thither the ark from the hause ai Obed Lidam, where
il had resîed sînce tht "breacb aif1zzah." Great were
tht rejoicings aifIDavid and bis people w'hen they braught un
tht ark ai the Lord and "l set it ini its place in tht tabernacle."
It was as if jehovab Himself was passing victoriousiy îhrough
the gaies ai tht henceiorth Ilboly city," and well might tht
chorus swell, "lLit up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye
Iiîed up, yc cverlasting doors ; and thteIKing ai Glory shali
came i.

ln al iheir wars Jehovali Himseli wa acknowledged ta
be the Divine Leader and Conmmander, and under His ban-
ner, wth D)avid, tht IILord's anoînted" before them, tht peo-
pIe fought bravely on, and though but poorly armed îhey
always icît that victory was certain. David sirove ta have tht
govertimient a tbeocracy, and regarded himsef sîmply as a rcp-
resentative ai tht Divine Sovereigit. Ater tht general organi-
zation af tht kingdonu bis firsitbought was ta build a "b ouse
for tht Lord," but ibis dcsire he was flot pemmited ta carry
out. God promised him ihai bis son, who should be a man
ai peace, would build tht "b ouse." Thus, thaugh hindcred
from undertaking this task, David, by bis discipline and zeal,
prepared tht way. Tht hardships encompassing bis whole
lufe, bis sans being such a bitter source af trouble, and bis
awn sun, eut David, ai tht age ai seventy, an aid man. h3fore
bis death, howevcr, be asscmbled ail tht "lprinces ai Israel"I
and all the mighîy men together unto 1 erusalcm, and dcliv.
ercd ta îhcm bis lasi charges. 'ro Solamnon, bis son, bis
parting words were beautifuil. Ht was ta "Ibe strong and ai
good courage," ta Ilfear not nom be dismayed, for tht
Lord God, even my God, wîlI be witb ite." Ht was to Il be
strong"I and " build the bouse at tht l.ord." In the prrtsence
ai ibis great assemblage Salomon, tht youtbtul successor ta
tht lsraciîish ibrone, was anoinied, and "lail tht peaple
rejoiced with great loy."

Tht kingdom which David handed over ta bis son, Solo.
mon, was in a very different condition iront that un which he
Iýad iound it. At bis accession Isratlhbad been atilis owest
ebb of national dcpression. At bis death be let it an imperial
power. Now thai a permianent possession ai the countîry was
gained, Isracl rose ta be a nation, and ai, Salomon's accession
tht sceptre swayed front tht Medîxerranean ta the Euphraits,
and tramt the Oyantes ta the Red Sea.

The beginning of bis reîgn was flot enîirely peaceful.
Claiming thethirane by right af primogeniture, Adnjah
îhreatened ta set Solomon aside. Gaining Joab and Abiaîhcr
ta bis side, îhey, wiih tht other princes, bis broîhtrs, gathered
tageiher ai a huge stase ncar en.Rogel, and teasted, saying,
IGod save King Adonijah." On tht coronation ai Solomon,

whicb Nathan caused ta takc place imme<iaîely, tht shouts
ai the peope and tht blowing ai trumpets, welcoming Solo.
mon as king, su effectually figitcned tht canspiratars that
thcy speedily dispersed. Solomton treaîed Adonijab and bis

fallowers with magnanimuus gcnerosity, allowing them ta go
fret and unpunished. Adonijah a second titue conspired lot
the throne, and Solomon at once sent for lenaiah, the head oi
the body guard, and ordered Adonijah to be slain. Joab
also, by direct command (rom the king, was put ta deatb at
the very altar af Jehovah. Shimei, a third offcader, violated
bis promise not ta go beyond the walls of jerusalem, and
was also put ta death. Thus was Solamani establîshed on the
throne of David. Gath4-ring ail the representatîve men af the
nation tagether, "the captains of hundreds «and the captains
ai thousands, the gov'ernors and îudges, and the chîif ofthe
fathers," Solomon %%ent, no doubt in grand siate, ta Gibeait,
there ta sacrifice and seek God's blessing an bis reign. The
religiaus lite af lsrael was not at this time up ta its ideal
standard. It was a period ai transition, there being no temple
and therefore no permanent place ai wersllip. At Gibean,
however, the tabernacle af the congregatian staod, and
thither went the young king with lus vast assemblage af d;g.
nitaries. Here Sulûmon, bis heart no doubt laden with the
responsibility oi bis position, worshipped, sacrîficing a thou.
sand victims. The night was spent in the city «and Solamon,
with bis heart and mmid filled with the enmotions af the past
eveniful day, dreained a proplietic dreai. 1le, the yaung
king, succeeding s0 great a inanarch, icît keenly bis little.
ness, bis inexperience. and the responsibility ai so% great a
charge. IlGod said ta hlm, ' Ask what 1 shaîl give thee.' In
his choice of wisdoin Soloman showeî wisdom. His choice was
flot the highesî, but !,till it was a wise, a noble choice. IlGive
me an undcrstanuing heart ta jiudge Thy people.'"IlAnd the
speech pleased the Lord."

A few disturbances with surrotinding nations tank place
about this time. Hadad, an lidomite prince, hearing of the
accession ai the young savereign in lsrael, determined ta
tbrow off the yoke which D)avid. as conquerar, bad imposed
on him. At the time whien Joab was carrying on l)avid's
conquests in Edomn, this yaung prince had escaped and taken
rJuge at the iriendly Egyptian court. There he remained
until, hearing o! the death af his oppressor, lie went back ta
bis own country, and II did mischief,» we are tald, Il al
the days ai Salanian. Another rebel was Rezin, wba had
escaped in David's battie with the Syrians. He, witb a band
of conspirators, established himself at Damascus, and Ilwas
an adversary ta Israel." These %vert but minnr disturbances,
whicb Solomon soon subdued ; ripples an tbe surface ai the
stream, while belaw flowed the broad, deep current ai peace
and prosperity. IIJudah and Israel were as the sand which
is by the sea, in multitudes, eating and drinking and inaking
merry," dwelling in saiety, Ilevery inan under bis vine and
under bis fig-tree, frmiDlan tanhBeersheba, al the davs af
Solomnon.» It was a critical marnent now for lsraei. Tbe
aId isolation was impassible, for fareign irade was apened up
in aIl directions. WVould the n-itin resist forei.jn evils or
yield ta xhem I This was the sip reine question.

Though there was na cause for imimediate wir, still it was
gaod policy ta have everything in rcadiness. Accardingly,
Solomon flrst fortified the capital, building the iartress ai
Millo, and enlarging the wall arauind the cîuy. Hazar, an the
north, was buîit as a defence against the Syrians. Megiddo
would protect the great battle.îield ofi Palestine,-tbe M>ain of
Jetreel. The iortress ai Gezer was an the extreme southern
boundary. Throughaut the kingdam he caused cities ta be
built and used as military centres. Chariots and barses were
deemed indispensable and were used bath fer milîtary pur-
poses and for the king's magnifucent train.

The great Gentile kingdn, cateînporary wîîh .Salomon's,
was Egypt. With its king, l'haraoh, Solamnn made affinity
by marrying bis daughter. *rîii alliance was ai great import
ta bath nations, and no daubt proved a source af strength
bath ta the growîng kingdom ai Israel and the ancient dynasty
af Egypt, now on the verge ai decay.

Anaîber outlet ai commerce was the land ta the south.east.
At the head ai the Gulf ai Akab2h the port ai Ezion-geber
afforded harbourage for Solomon's ravy. and train, thence the
fleet went on its famous voyages ta tht far eastemn world.

Hiram, king ai Tyre, had been "ever a lover ai David,"
and he and David's successor becamne fast friends. On Solo-
mon's accession he received congratulations fmom the ruler ai
1>hoenicia. WVith iriendly polîcy the twa kingdams united their
forces and energies for the building of a navy. This was an
important outcome ai the alliance. Hiramu sent ta Salomon's
navy Ilsea-men that had knawledge ai the sea," and so they
guided the ships iat the unknawn Oriental waters. IlThey
came ta Ophir " which was probably situated an tht shores
ai India, and iram thence brought treasures innumer2ble.
Once in tarte years the vessels returned laden wibu gold,
silver, ivory, preciaus stones, "lhideous apes and resplendent
peacocks," and from the shores ai Arabia coitly spices, almug,
aloes, cassia and cinnaman.

Thtel3iblical narrative mentions Ilthe navy af Tharshish."
Whether this was a separate navy from «'the navy ai Ophir"
is a disputed point. Very probably it wvas, arr] braught silver
and gold and other articles ai commerce from the extreme
west.

This wonderftul commerce and intercourse with the foreigo
world mutst have roused the enefges ai the people and giveta
them a national impulse ta rise above tht level ai their
hitherta manotonaus lufe, and take their stand as the largest
kingdam ai the Oriental world.

This foreigit commerce was flot thc only source ai revenue
ta thc nation. AUl subjects bad ta pay a flxed tribute yearly,
Il hey brought cvery man bis present, vessels ai silver, and
vessels ofigald, and garments and armaur and spices, horsts

and mules, a rate year by year." Neyer was such prosperity
secs in israel, elîher before or since Solaman..- Silver was
4 nothing accaunted ai" -and became "las stanes. " Tht cedar
ai Libation took the place ai the native sycamore un build-
ing. Everything was on a scale ai luxury. Peace rcigned over
ail the land, every man dwelling in safety, and ailIl "passing
their days in ptenty and gladness."

The news ai this growing and prosperous nation, with such
a wonderiul ruler at its head, soon spread mbt distant lands.
"And there came a! ail people toe er tht wisdom ofiSalaman
from ail kings af the carth *hich had beard ai bis wisdam."
A remarkablc instance af the extent ai Sotanitan's influence is
the storv ai tht Qucen ai Sheba. Travelling aver miles ai
desert waste, this Qucen came in persan I"ta prove him wîîh
bard questions." Her large train oficamels that "h art spîces
and gold un abundance and preciaus stants,'l would be a sight
never ta be fargotten by thase who witnessed it. IlShe cam-
înuned with Solaman ai ail that was in ber heart." With
unbounded astanishment at bis wîsdom and surraunding splen-
dour, shc exclaimed, " tht hali was flot told me." Tht Sav-
iaur Himself used this stary as an illustration ta His hearers.
Wt have " a greatcr than Solomon"» and ai His wisdom and
grace and glory tht hall bas ntvcr been told.

Thus would iarcign customs and practices be introcluced
inta tht Hebrew nation. Solamon, with bis passion for mag-
nificence, was neot bath ta follow forcign exaînple, and slowly
but pcrceptibly the theacratic constitution se.enied to crumble
away under tht sway ai an almost despotîc ruler, whose
enarmous expenses could net but ruin the nation.

Tht court n! Solomon was very large. Tht "lgreat *1officers
of the kingdom 'vcrtnow called for the first time "princes." 'rhe
son ai Nathan tht prophet was tht Ilprincipal oficer " and
the Ilking's iriend." Tht whale country was divîdcd into
twelve districts, cach having at its htad an ofticcr, whase sale
function it was ta provide provisions for the king and bis large
hauschold. Benaiah was commander ai tht hast. Abishar
was Ilover tht hausehold " and held an important post. Ht
was probably the kee.per of thet rcasury and tht armaury.
Only two dîgnitaries retaincd their positions from David's
reign, tht "l recarder"Iland tht Iltax*collectar.'l

Costly and rich werc ail Solamnon's buildings. Witb its
dazzling heauty and grandeur, Solomon's awn palace was
prornineni. h occupicd thirteen Veats in building SyYian
architects, artisîs and worlcmen sverc emplayed, and train its
colonnade, built ofithe costly cedar, it gained the naine ai the
House af the Forest ai Lebanon. hieside it rase the Tower
af David, glittering with a thousand golden shîelds, five hun.
dred oi which Soloman had made, tht amner five hun-
dred being thase which D)avid had carried off in bis Syrian
wars. In tht Sang ni Saomnon this wonderful tower or arin-
aumy is likened ta tht neck ai a beautifil bride. glitterîng wîîh
rows of golden coins. In the parc.h or Judgiinent Hall was the
ibrone -that wonderful production ai artîstîc spiendour--
nmade af ivory, inlaîd with pure gold. Heme tht king sai in
state.

A special palace was built for Solnmon's favaurite quet.n,
tht Egyptian princtss. Ail tht royal banquets wcre an the
mast supcrb scale ai magnificence, the plate and drinkîng
vessels being ai gold ; "lnc were ai silver, it was nothing
accotinîed of un tht days ai Solomnon." No king had ever
before been surrounded with se grea: a household, compased
af a flnuemous train ai servants, afficers and courtiers, miany
guesîs, and tht thousand inniates ai bis harem. For tht flrst
tîîne in tht hîistary afilsrael, horsts and chariots were intro-
duced into the royal and iilitary service. These were iau.
pomed front Egypt and were tht outcome af tht alliance with
that country. ln this step Solomnon, as ruler over lsratl,
erred. Hebrew kings were forbidden taeînultiply horsts or ta
have any dealings wth Egypi, for tht Lard had said, Il Ve
shail henceiorth reîurn fia more that way." A hundred and
tour thousand chariots and twelvc îhousand horsemnen " did
Solomon gather together, and tht harses were quartered flot
only in the capital,, but in îowns ail aver tht country. Tht
stables for tht horsts and aise for tht duniedaries were on an
enormous scale.

Tht massive grandeur af Salamon's buildings was enhanced
by tht retting ai natural and arîl tic beauty by whfch they
were surroundtd. Solomon was a laver af natural history and
in tht Oriental style ht had gardens and pamks made in ditier.
cnt localities, Ilwith trets o ai al kinds ai fruit, and reservoirs af
water ta water the trees.- Staniey gîves us a glawing descrip.
tion ai tht king's appearance as he drove ta ont ofihis favour.
ite resorts. "lThither at carly dawn, accoaing ta Jewish tra-
dition, he would drive out irom j erusalem ia nnaiofbis miîmer-
ous chariots, drawn by horsts ai unparalleled swiîness and
beauîy, hîmsei clothed in white, tollowed by a train of mounîed
archers, youths o! magnificeni stature, dressed in purple, their
long black haîr lowing behind tnem, powdered with gold.dust
which glittered in the sun as they galloped along afier their
master."

Such was the splendeur ai Solomon's court that Christ
spoke aofita His disciples as tht highest manifestation ai
eartbly glory, "lEven Soloman ini ail bis glory was net arrayed
like ont of thest."

(To 6e eontinued.)

A bsmavicmt was beld on a recent Sunday in Camhuineîbaru church.
yard by the grave ai Andrew Inglis, a cavenanting martyr who. as
the tambçtone testiries, Ilwas aluat at Stockolton Dyke hy Blaody
Graham, o( Clavethoc%.~e juiy, 1679. for bus adherence ta the Word
af God and Scotland'à coveaanted work ai Refarmation. Rev. R.
Thomson, aif(Glasgow, preacbed ta a vast concourse ai people. the
siceîceiiig aIma taken part in by Revs. Alex. Harpe: and W. Hood
Wright.
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