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fiow,”sald he “youbelioveinfaithand works.” Towhich
Mr. Ross replied, we do bLelfeve in faith and works,
wo have hold of theso two oars and by God's
geace intend to pull and push to the shining shore,

with ovr boat laden with saved sonls.  The speaker
then called attention to Manitoba, a little garden
which we have in the faravpst, a most interesting field
of missionnrv .- dor v, Tt was my privilege, (sald he)to
visht that dis, wat Province Inst summer, and | must
say that my uxpectations were more than realized, as
to soll, character of its inhiabitants, and the vigour an:l
energy displayed by our missionn.tesin  .: imon with
the misstonaries of otherder . inations, ... giving the
Gospel to the scattered sett'ers i the newly formed
districts, It was ry priviiege to niest with *he 'res-
bytery of Mamitoba the st day after iy a.nval 1in
the Province, and here 1 must say, beeause cuty de-

nds it, we have not as far ws me knowledge goes n
be. ¢ Preshytery for its numbers than the Presbytery
of bianitoba, It numbers 2t ministers, the
great majority of whomn were present on that day, a
joyous, hearty, carnest, loyal band of men, animated
with one spirit,devoted to one enterprise - the spread
of the Redeemer’s Ringdom in that great lone land.
Referring to the difficulties with which the mission.
arics have had to contend, and their adventures. incl-
Jlents itke the following,which were very amusing,wete
related: A missionary sitting in his buggy all night,
afraid to move lest he might be swatlowed up iis a
“muskeg;” another burrowing into a hay-stack to cs-
cape the tempest, better known in the North-West as
a “Ulizeard.” In short he paid a very high compli-
ment to their missionarics, as well as to those of other
deaominations who were cqually zealous, and between
whom there was a friendly spirit of caruest and holy
rivalrv,  The speaker was also pleased to make this
statement, as one given from different reliabic annees,
that the emigration of Presbyterians to that country
was tmore than that of any other :lenomination.
This fact (said he) while it cheers, cntails upon
you a deep wesponsibility,. Men and  money
are wanted.  The colleges are busy preparing the men

a noble cluss of 1nen ; will you not give the moncy

-furnish the material to cultivite this God-given
glorious heritage? 1 know you will, 1 have been
asked iny impressions of the country. Al . have to
say is that it has cxceeded my expectacons. 1 am
thoroughly convinced of 1ts future greatness-— that
millions will ere long people its fertile prairies and
davelope its vast mines and minerals ; but of these
9.14 the productiveress of the country I do not now
speak, because 1 know you would not believe me, ard
hence 1 would say to Il desirous of knowing the
whole truth, Go and sce fur yourselves.  The distance
now is greatly shortened. My friend, Mr. Galloway,
returned to your city yesterday in scvent, .x hours
from Winnipeg. As you are aware, the Home Mis.
sion Committee have appointed me to Prince Albert,
a point on the North Saskatehewan, zbout 6oo miles
west of Winnipeg, and about 2,20. miles, in a beeline,
west of this city, and about 500 miles north - half-way
to Greenland. Do you not pity the sorrows of a poor
old man going 500 miles to the north of you! My
future parish will be the furthest north ir our Charch;
and, hence, in summer I will have this advantage over
you, I nced not rise for about onc-and-a-half hours
after you have, in order to sce the sun nise, and still
my day will have about four hours more sunshine than
yours. My parish will extend northeward to the pole,
west-ward to the Pacific, and south-ward as far as 1
can win. Prospectively, this peint is deemed very
important —situated near the junction of the two
great Saskatchewans, and where a nver from the
north joins, Here, Professor Hind says, the Chicago
of the North-West will arise. Here is where the
pious and devoted missionary of our Church, Mr.
Nesbit, began his labors among the Indians twelve
years ago.

Of his labors, perseverance and triumph over diffi-
culties, | don’t need to speak. You are all famihiar
with his name, memory and worth, That {_ ..iful ser-
vant of God has gone to his rest and reward, and
others have entered upon his labors, Herc is where
the lad, Donald MacVicar, namesake of the worthy
Principal of the Presbyterian College, Montreal, was
born and baptized, who gi ¢. promise, in the near
future, of becoming Principal of the Theological
Institute of the North-West. Coming cvents cast
their shadows much further ahead as you approach

the north pole. Here we bave a church, wooden,.

capable of seating 160 to 200 persons, which servesthe

double eapacity of church and school-house. For the
past two years the Rev, D, C. Johnson has conducted
the schiool with efficiency, and also the work of the
mission with great acceptance.  He s at present as.
sisted by the Rev. J. Duncan, a realous and able mis.
sionary, a lieentiate, first-fruits of Manitoba College.
All that 1 have heard said justifies the wisdom of Mr,
Nesbit's choice of Prince Albert as a point of mission.
ary cffort, and as the centre of large undeveloped in.
dustries.  llere 1 expect to see ere long many of
your sons princely merchants, and not o few of your
daughters adoriing their stattons by their grace,
beauty and accomplishinents,

The Saskatchewaus from that point are navigable
about 82 r.ad 500 miles westeward, to the , Hudson
Bay about Goo miles, and to Winn: eg about goo
mitles; which, vith good land, coal, and woed in abund.
ance, indicates future greatness,

Thus 1 have answered all the questions that 1 have
been asked. 1 have obeyed the command “be shont.”
By and by | horz to see you up there, and then 1 will
take pleasure tn shewing you the “hon.”

In the meantune be content to remain where you
are, diligent at your post, while | go and look out a
rlacs fur your sons and daughters.  Remember me
ant .y famlly in all your prayers, with the whole
L .nd of nissionarni. - i tha, and othar fickds, Con-
trihute of your e .~ Jovely for the spread of the
Gospel. Do it .ox  Let the poor .., let the nich
give, le. all give; this is an investent that pays—a
bank that never breaks, but will keep yiclding its large
and yet larger returns in eternity.  The cause of Godd
must and shall succeed. ‘The gold of Sheba shall be
tiver, to Him.  The heathen and the uttermost part
of the carth for His possession.

oUR COLLEGLES.

MR. EntTor,-Ccnain qui.tions about our col-
leges recently touched on in your columns call for the
carnest attention of our Church and specially of our
General Assembly.  ‘That the time is not distan? when
it will be insisted on that all Theological Profe:.ars
at least, if not all without exception, must be appoint-
ed directly by the General Assembly, 1 am fully
persuaded.  Thete is another question which must
soon be dealt with, and that is the power of conferr-
g degrees in divmity. Who that devotes a
moment's reflection tu the subject canfailtoscethat the
collegeswhichhave no power for conferring degrees are
suffering, and must suffer, & species of disadvantage
and loss whuh 1t s difficult to put 1n words without
Leing too plan on a delicate point. The power of
making axv prominent minister of the Church a D.D.
15 a poser ntted to draw forth active service for
expected £ vours on tin: part of one class, and grate-
ful service for favours received on the part of another;
and the other colleges are by the present arrangement
expected to admire, and, with all due gracefulness of
manuct, applaud all the parties concerned. Let me
admit that the applause is well deserved and the
power wisely cxcraised, the point remains, is the ar-
rangement a fair one 2

Another point,on which 1 hope some of the author-
itics of Knox College can give the needed information,
15 this: inthe PRESBVTERIAN of Dec. 27th you have in
your editorial columns the following sentence . “In the
case of a permancent lectureship, hike that of Dr, Proud-
foot tn Knox College, the General Assembly would be
required to appoint some minister in due and regular
form.” From the fact that Dr. Proudfoot has duning
part of the present session been lectuning to the
students on the art of preaching, and the additional
fact that you speak of his lectureship as permanent, 1
infer that the Asscinbly has made it so; but 1 can find
no trace of any such action in the Assembly Minutes.
Can you, Mr. Editor, or any of the College Authorites,
tell me where to find the record of such action?

That a course of lectures on homiletics is a perma.
nent arrangement in Knox College is of course obvious
cnough, and 1 thought of this as probably your mean-
ing, but this will not account for Dr. Proudfoot’s being
the lecturer this session, and of his permanent appoint-
ment ! can {ind no trace, nor do the minutes of
last Assen.bly say anything about who was to lecture
on that subject during the present session. I am
anxious to see the Yale College system introduced,
and a coursce of lectures given to our students on the
art of preaching by a few of the most vigorous and

successful preachers in our Church, and we have a

. good List of such men to draw upon.

1 .am no friend of sensationalism in the pulpit, but
the fallure of those who prove failures Is in nine cases
out of ten e to intolerable and incomprehensible
dulness.  Any minister who could effecthally guard our
students against a prosy, sleepy, spiriticss delivery,
would be a good man to lecture on homiletics.

Fan, 3nd, 1879 CLERICUS,

T11NK of the consternation of “The Church Times,”
the English organ of Ritualism. 1t has been informed
by several American correspondents that “The
Princeton Review,” in which Bishop Ellicott printed
his opinion of Ritualismn, “is a Presbyterian organ,
and not an organ of the American Church!” Pres.
byterian, to be sure; but how does “The Church
Times” know but that “the American Church” is the
Presbyterian Church?

Tug N. Y. “Independent” pertinently says: “It
would not be polite to call it a fatuity; but it is at
least a mystery by yond explanation in commion sense
that so many peo, le write to a paper secking some
information, and sign themselves “A Subscriber,?
“An Enquirer,” instead of subscribing name and ad-
dress to their nutes.  What vight have they to assume
that the cditor can give space 1n the paper to an
answer?  And why should they refuse him the privi-
lege of writing a courteous personal reply, as once in
a while he might be inc 'ined to do?”

Uistor SiMpsor' te'  in one of his Yale lectures
that a great difficulty .n ‘he way of his determining to
become a manister was the fact that he had no git of
speech.  His fellow. tudents told him this made it im-
possible for him either to become a preacher or a law-
yer. But the call of God was strong upor: his spirit,
and he felt, “\Voe is me if [ preach not the Gospel”
The way in which he overcame his defects was
almost equal to the triumph of Demosthenes, and the
success he has achieved remains to encourage many
another young man who hesitates respecting a call
which he has reason to believe is from God,

THE late secession ' the Rev. Orby Shipley, from
the English National Church to Romanism, has
occasionied no little controversy.  Evangelicals are
blaming Ritualism for Shipley’s change of base,
while the Ritualists assert that “ it has nothing what-
ever to do with Ritualism, but is the fault of the arch-
bishops and bishops who have failed to vindicate the
catholic character of the Church of England.” The
scceder himself lays it to the fact that he has dis-
covered that “ private judgment is a wrong principle®
The controversalists continuc their word-battle, and
Rome smiles at the whole scene, having secured the
person of the seceder.

Tug lIrish Presbyterian Church has been suddenly
and sorely bereaved in the unexpected death of
Professor Smyth, of Magee College, De.rv. He was
Member of Parliainent for the County of Derry, and
occupied the chair of Theology in the College. Ha
visited Belfast to attend a banquet in honour of Lord
Dufferin, and also the Lay Conference of his Church
in refercnce to the Sustentation Fund. Soon after his
artival he »as attacked by severe illness, and in a few
days breathed his last. The immediate cause of
death was congestion of the brain. He is another
victim of overwork. For a number of years he was a
distinguished minister of the Presbyterian Church of
Ireland ; he was twice Moderator of the General As-
sembly. He was only fifty-two years of age. He was
one of the ablest theologians of his Church.

THE YOUNG MAN'S COURSE.

1 saw him first at a social party. He took but a
single glass of wine, and that in compliance with the
request of a fair young lady with whoni he conversed,

I saw him next, when he supposed he was unseen,
taking a glass to satisfy the slight desire formed by
sordid indulgence. He thought there was no danger.

I saw him again with those of his ovnr kind meet-
ing at night to spend a short time in convivial pleas-
ure. He said it was only innocent pleasure,

I saw him yetonce more. He was pale, cold, and
motionless, and was carried to his last resting-place,

I thought of his future state. The Bible teaches,
“Drunkards shall not inherit the kingdom of heaves.*



