JuLy 3¢d, 1889.]

Ald. David McLellan ably discharped the duties of chairman,  The
pulpit and plaiform were beautifully ornamented with potted plants
and bouguets of flowers.  Seated beside the chaitman were Rev. S,
Lyle. Hon, and Rev. R, Moreton, Rev. J. 5. Ross, Sheriff McKel-
lar, Rev, J. Murray and Rev. Dr. Fraser. ‘The chairman then stated
that the conpregation had made great advances during the pastorate
of the Rev. Mungo Fraser, who was inducted into his present charge
on Tuesday, the 23cd of June, 1885, At the two commumons held
in August and October, 1885, 737 communed. At that time the
mortgage debt amounted to the sum of $6,000, with a floating debt of
about $750, the Church roll on the 31t December, 1885, numbering

10. At the communions in January, Match, June, September and

ecember, 1836, 3,245 communed, and durmy thns year the congre
gation erected a new Sunday School building at a cost of $4,094.23 5
improved the Church at a cost of $2,049.21% expended on the old
manse $397.05, and block-paved the alleyway at a cost of $13. 01 a
total of $7,270.49, which amount added to the mortpage and floating
debt, would bring it up to $14.020.49. But owing to the liberality
of the congregation the year wound up with all paid oft except a
debt of $9,000, and a membership of 642.  Dunng the year 1887, at
the communions in March, June, Scptember and December, 2,200
communed, and the membership at the 31st of Decembes, 1887, wa.
768, with the debit reduced to $7.000, and at the tour communiuns, n
March, June, September and December, 2,578 communed, and at
the 315t December, 1888, the memberslup numbered 527, with the
mortgage debt reduced to $5,000. At the two commumons n March
and June, 1889, 1,406 communed, and the membership at the 2nd
June, 1889, numbered 806, Duning this year the congregation bowght
alot on Janes Street north, and have erected a large mission school,
which will be opened nekt Sunday at four p.m.. by the pastor, and
afthough this building and lot will be goud value for upwards of
$2,000, we hope lo enter it with a deht of only about $500, and it is
hoped that by the liberality of the people at the opening services, this
amount may be larpely reduced. 1 have no doubt that, with the
same earncst effort by pastor and people, under the blessing of our
Heavenly Father, we can, I think, with confidence look forward to
celebrating our jubilee ot the congregation entitely free from debt in
the year 1893. I have now a pleasing duty to perform, by asking
Mits, James Kilgour, the first vice-president of the Ladies’ Aid  Asso-
ciation, on behalf of the association, to present Rev Dr, Fraser with
a handsome silk cassock and gown. Mis. James Kilgour then went
forward, and on behalf of the Ladies’ Aid” Association, stated that
she had very very great pleasure in presenting him with this gown,
and she hoped he might be long spared to wearit. The doctor re-
d¢ived the gown at her hands, and thanked her and the ladies most
most sincerely. Rev. Sumuel Lyle, B.D., then delivered a rousing
address on ** The Amusements of the Day in Rela:ion to the Church,
in ‘ ich he said several plain and much needed things on gambling.
Hoh, and Rev R. Moreton, Rev. J. 8. Ross, and Rev. Dr. Fraser
delivered humorous and instructive speeches.  The remainderof the
plosnmme consisted of a musical selections pleasingly and successfully
rendered,

THE re-opening services of St. Andrew's Church, \Vhitby, held
on Sunday and Monday last, says the Chronicle, were successful be-
yond the fondest hopes of the congregations interested. The interior
of the church has undergone an almost entire transformation, and
that, most decidedly for the better. The dingy, time-stained walls
have been renovated under skilful treatment, and now present an
appearance most pleasing and attractive.  The antiquated, and yet
for all, artistic old pulpit has been removed, and one smaller and
more modemn in design substituted, The old straight-backed pews,
with their respective doors that gave an ai of eaclusiveness to the
families enclosed, have been removed, and much more comfottable
sittings substituted. The repairs cost an amount much in excess of
the otiginal cstimates, but the congregation has cheerfully assumed
the burden, and by liberal contributions practically wiped out the in-
debtednets.  The Rev. Mr, Abraham now has a church he can justly
teel proud of, and we trust he may be long spared to minister to
the congregation under his charge. ~ The services on Sunday murning
and evening were conducted by the Rev. Principal Caven, of Knox
College, Totonto, who preached two powerful and most impressive
sermons to large congregations.  In his casy and unimpassioned de-
liverances, the Rev. Dr. shows more of the teacher, and less of the
declaimer, than do many of our mudern preachers.  His style is
peculiarly his own, and chatms by its very simplicity. His sermons
on Sunday were models of thetoric, whilst most exhaustive in re-
search and conclusive in argument,  ‘The large congregations were
delighted with his masterly cxpositions of his subject, and greatly
encouraged and benefited by his wise counse! and advice. The
Rev. Mr, German occupied the pulpit in the aficraoon and preached
an eloquent discourse to 2 congregation equally as large as those
which assembled at the other services. On Monday afternoon the
basemsnt of the church, which deft fingers had made, by aa
abundant display of cvergteens and buntiog, more than usually
altractive, was filled by large numbers whe  partook of  the
tefreshments abun ‘antly peovided by the ladics of the congregation,
Promptly at cight o’clock the Rev. M. Abraham taok the chair and
the intelicctual feature began.  Unc ur two anthems by the chuie, an
opening prayer by the Rev. Mr. Geeman and a pleasing vocal solo by

15, George Ross, paved the way for the iayuduction of Prinapal
Grant, the lecturer of the cvenng.  In his opening tamarks the
lcarned lecturer expressed his gratitude for the marked hospitality he
had received from \Whithy friends on a former visit, and the obliga
tions he was undcr to the town and St Andrew’s congregativn in
consequence.  He pard a hugh trbute to the sterling waorth ot the late
David Dow, and trusted that Whithy, had many others in her midst
who were worthy 1o be cldssed with such men, The subject of the
lecture—Canada, Austrahia and the Mother Country -was tov broaid
10 be handled 1n the short ume at the disposal of the lecturer, 3o his
rematks wete confincd almost catirely to Australia ; her natural rc
soutces, her associatton with the other Butish colomes, and hes rela
tion to the muther country.  The address was seplete with valuable
information and breathed a spiat of patriotism that was contagious.
The Doctor admits the nccessity Canada feels for more extended trade
1elations, but he has no faith in Commercial Union. whilst he is
a strong enthusiast as segards Impetial Federation.,  He is ready to
support the compromisc vegnally made in the eatablishment of sep
arate schools, but declines to grant any fusther concessions, which
vittually means that French should find noplace in the public schools
of Ontatio. The lecturc was histened to with rapt attention and way
of a oature to Jead the audicece to take a morc cxalied  view of
their own fair Dominton, and of the great empite of which it formy
30 impottant a part. A hearty vote of thanks, maved by Dr. Gunn
and seconded by Rev. Mr. German, was tgadered the doctor for his
interesting and instructive addiess.  Shott, pointed and compliment
ary addresses were delivered by the Revs. Messts. German, Freeman,
{Baptist) Perrin, of Pickenng, and Gamble, of Wakefield. Thesc
addresses were intetspersed with some good music by the choir  The
proceeds from the several services amounted to over $200.

PRESNYTERY OF STRATFORD.—A special u?ecling was held on
the 2188 inst, for the purpose of hearing Mr. Wreight'sdecision regard:
ing the call addressed to him by the congregation of Portage La
Prairic. Mr. Wright was heatd, and having intimated his acceptance
of the call, it was agreed to grant his translation, and the Cletk was
instructed to inform the Clerk of the Presbytery of Brandon of this

jon. It was also agreed that Mr. Wright should preach his
farewell sermon on the 14th July next. Me. Tully was appointed to
declare the pulpit of Knox Chutch, Stratford, vacant on the 213t July,
and Mr. Turnbull was appointed Mod of the Session duting the
vacancy. Mews. Hamilton, Tully, Stewart, and M. Ballaniyne,
were aj.poioted to p':rue a minute on Mr. Weignt's removal. The
w then closed with ' the benediction.—A. F. TuLLry,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

PRESBYTERY oF PAkis —The regular quarterly meeting of the
Presbytery of Paris was held in Knoa Chuich, Ingersoll, on the 25th
of June. The Rev, Po R. Ross was chosen Moderator for the ensuing
year. Leave was pranted to muderate in a call in Princeton and
Deumbo, Rev. W. Robertson to preside,  Dr. MeMullen requested
to be relieved of the duties of the Modeiator of Innerkip and Ratho,
and Rev. W. A, McKay was appointed Moderator of said vacancy
All correspondetce segardiog pulpit supply is 1o be addiessed 1o Me
McKay. Application from New Duadee for Gospel ordinances 1s 10
be considered al next meeting and neghbouting sesstons were cited
o appear lut then mterests. Rev, |08, Hardie was granted thiee
months' laave ol abeence,  Reve D Brysun, delegate tu the General
Assenbly trom the Uicabytenan Chureh of the Uaitad states, south,
addressed the Presbiytery 1aa st felicous anl miatonctiv e wasnnet
Neat mieetiog o to be Bield o Danebige s aaect Claredy, Pacis, Sep
24, at (o 2w,

OBITUARY.

HUGH LINLAYSON, -ENR., FARI-,

On a recent Sabbath, the Rev. k. Cockbun, B.A., preached an
unpressive discourse on Lph. v. 15, 10, comatning the following
teference to the late Hugh Finlayson,  In our consideration of these
words this wormng, vur minds natutally tarn to the removal of a
prominent member of this congregauon, the date Hugh Finlayson,
Teeasurer.  The fength of ume he has been prominently identified
with it, the lively interest he ever touk i ats weltare, the preat
amount of tne he cheetfully pave to advance its interests, and his
warm attachment and unswerving luyalty to the ductrines aad polity
of the Presbyterian Church, make his boss keenly and sincesely re
sretted by the entire congregation,  The very length of that hife and
its association with this Church’s interests, arrexts attention and calls
upon us to be cucumspect.  While others came and went, he re-
mained, and yet his abode with us was not permanent, long though
he was with us  This fact not only invests his removal with a feeling
of sadness, but it admonishes us that though our days may be length-
cned, they will close, and 1t 1s beconming that we walk circumspectly.
The hfe of the late My, Finlayson may  be truthfully charactenzed as
circumspect. It was long, consistent, active, unostentatious, useful ;
and, having served his generation, by the will of God he fell aslecp.
It is not my intention to dwell at length upon the life and personal
qualities of the deceased.  Liven though it should be ever so desirable,
my acquaintance with him has been so short that this could not be
expected of me,  He was much better known to you than to me.
You knew him as a man of activity in almost every department ot
life ; 1 knew him only 1 the sick chamber.  But it not unlsequently
happens that there the character is put to the test, and the true man
is revealed.  For a period of aver of two and-a-half years he has been
under the chastenirg hand of his Heavenly Father, and if his conduct
is to be judged by that of the last three months, he has borne his
atiliction with wonderful resignation, never murmunng or complaining,
but cheerfully saying, *¢ The will of the Lotd be done.”  As the end
drew near, he was conscious of its approach, and anticipated it with
entire composure. Yea, even anaious that the Lord would deliver
him from his sufferings, desiring to depart and to be with Chuist.
His faith 1n Chust was hirm and unclouded , death had no teitors for
ham.  He could say to death—Whzre 1s thy sung? O grave, where
15 thy victory? s closing days offered a hine illustration of what
the grace of God can do for His people in the supreme crisis of life.
This spint that he nanifested wasat once the evidence and the
reward of a citcumspect life. It was 2 pleasure to nicet with himn
the sick room and witness the cheerfulness with which he bore his
protracted and painful atthctivn,  [lis closing moments were  peace-
fu), to him they were welcome.  Death was to him asweet sehief,

That golden ey, ¢
Fhat opens the palace of ctermty.

¢ God's finger touched him, and he slept.” s hife was long,
uscful, upright, honourable and yenctous, characterized by integaity
and devotion to principle.  He was on the verge ol four score years
his work was done.  Let us not sellishly mouen his cemoval ; out
foss is lus gain.  We may be poorer now, but become the ticher for
his going hence. It is ours to cherish his memoty, and the memory
of the just is blessed, Touching his carcer as a publhic man, 1 shall
say little—that has been dealt with elsewhere.  In his death, one of
the prominent landmarks has been removed.  Few men have ficured
more prominently in the history of the town of Paris.  In 1836, he
ook up his tesidence here, and for upwards of half a century, he
was pronunently identified wih all its interests.  He has filled with
credit to humselt and the people of Paas, almost every oitice 1tn the
gift of the citzens, In 1850, when Fans was figst incorporated as a
village, he was clected 2 membicr of the first council.  1Sipht years
after, «hen it was incurporaicd a town, he was clected its first
mayor, an office which he tilled repeatedly.  The year he was clected
fitst mayor of Paris, the Nosth Kding of Brant favoured him
with a seat in the old Canadian Assembly ; when Confederation of
the Provinces took  place 1n 1307, he held the seat as member for
North Brant.  In 1871 and 1875, he was re-clected 5 lns parliamen
tary career closed in 1879, thus eatending over a peniod of twenty
yeats.  In lus coumse i provinci and mumapal pohiies, he doubt-
Jess ditfered from many of by fellow ctszens, a5 a man of  decided
convicuwons naturslly will du. Toay that he sattied all would be
paymg a very doubiful compamant indeed, but while men anght
ditfer trom um, us sineennty and honesty of purpuse were beyond
question, while tesumiony s univensally barne that a mote honourable
ot rehable business man wonld be dificult 1o und. Bat 11 with s
long and faith ul services i behaif of this cungregatiion that we would
cspecrally deal to day.  In examuning the 1ccords, I tind thaton the
10th of January, 1348, he was clected treasuter of they congregation,
Simnce that datc—{orty-twe years ago -he has held this responsible
pusition the whole of that time, that wotk was petformed withont any
gemunciation, and given with the utmost good will  In that capaaty,
Ms. Finlaysun has tendered invaluable services to this chutch.  The
work was no sinccure, and tequited time and thought, which were
chiccefully given by a man whuse public and business cagapcments
were numctous and arduvus. Apy onc taking the most cursory plance
at the munutes of the congregation from that day to tas, will be
struck with the prouminent place bas name holds 1n the business 1ecotds
of this congregation.  He was, in addition to the large amount of
time geatuitously piven, a hibetal suppotter of widinances.  Mote
over, I am nformcd, that no wontipper was more regulze n his
placc on the Lord's Day, and weekly prayer mectings ; earely was he
absent, until tna tllness of the past two yeats rendeted st impossiblc
for lnm 10 avail limsclf of ordwanees he prized so laghly and enjoyed
so much. Iy lengihenud silness has prepared us, ay a congregatiorn,
fus the blow that has fallen un us.  Had he been taken from us sum
manly, his temoval would have been felt mose keenly, both by us
and relatives.  God, in His Providence, has been preparing him and
us for the change that has at length come.  Not only by his immedi
ate fricnds and relatives, but by the cntite Church and community,
his name will he chetished as a man who walked citcumspectly and
filled well his place n life.  Let our sympathies o out towards the
sostowing relatives, who have lost 2 wise zouncillor, an affectionate
and indulgent father ; may they manifest the samc interest, 7cal and
devotivn to the Church, and luve for our Losd and Master, and
exhibit in life those qualities of sterling intectity and honesty of pur-
pose which chuasterized his whole carecr. :

Brethren, there are importam Jessons in all this for us. Let us
walk arcumspecily, and if we would do 50, we must keep in view the
end of life, Therte is 2 great tempration to live for the present, aod
to live 35 i{ we would never die, or as if there was no hereafter or
judpment seat. \We walk as fools not as wise, if we walk only for
thislife. It is this life thas dere-wines the fature life.

That man lives twice
That lives the fitnt life well.”
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INTERNATIONAL 1 FSSONS

THE SORROWFUL DEATH OF ELI. A

GoLbts Tret  His sons made themselves wvile, and he

restrained them not 1 Sam, . 13,
SHORTER CATECHISM

et oy 0t T b sty apain drow the dead i the
thud day.  This stopendous fact is the muat cenam and the most
surely proved event i ancsat distory. TE wa 4 plaing sumple fact,
capabife of th. must thotoueh e saaation aud certaen demonsteation,
The staple points are that Christ was really dead ou Friday, and that
he was really alive again in the body on Sunday and afterward.
Buth powty were proved by the stricteat evidence.  His body both
before and afterward was seen and  handled over and over agam by
wany difterent persons.  Thomas examined thie marks of ats identity
atically, and then eaclaimed, ** My Lord and my God t* The
importance of this great fact 1y proved, {a) becawe it proved
him Lo be the Son of Gud and authenticate, all his claims  (b) It
was a public ac eptance by his Father of his mediatorial work io our
behalf. (¢} Hencelurth we have an ever-living Saviour at the right
hand of power (Rom. viii. 34) () iy resutection secures nugy
{1 Curovie 155 xv. 309, Paloove 20) (210 Jo ascending upnto
heaven.” Ttk ptove taty lay. alter s tesunection, in the
presence uf the cleven apostles and probably other fiiends,  He
ascended in his complete Percon as God man, bouly and spirit, as our
Mediator, teitmphing ovee s eneeies and qaving pifts to his focnds
(Fph. iv 8-12), to complete his mediatorial work as the forernaner
of his people, and to fill the universe with his glory (John xvii, 23 ;
Heb. vi. 20, Eph. ive 10) (3) ¢ In his sitting at the right hand of
the Father.,”  This denotes the uificial exaltation of the God man as
Mediator to supieme glogy, feliaty, and dominion over every name
that is named.  There he intercede . furgins people as a priest upon a
throne (Zech, v . 13), and frum thence he effecrnally apphes 1o his
people, by his Spara, that satvation which he had previousty achieved
for them in the days of hiv humiliation (P avi 115 cx. 15 Dan,
vi, 13, 03 Matt v og Matk awi 19, Johav 223 Rom
viit. 343 Eph. i, 20, 22, Phil i g1 Colaiic 1y Heb o g,
i ik 93 A 125 1 Petoiic 225 Revo v 0). (4} ** In his com-
mp 10 judge the world at the last day.” The time of this
gereeal Judgment is entirely unkouwn to men  But it is revealed
that it will cumc suddenly at last like a thief in the night, and
that it will vccur unmediately upon the sccond advenmt of Christ
and the general resutrecion of all the dead. A A Hodoe D D.

INTRODUCTORY.

Judgment agamst an evil work is nut always speedily exccuted. It
was about twenty years after Gud told Samuel that a ternble calamity
would befal the house of Eli because of the wickedness of his sons
and his own guidty neglect 1n permitting them to continue in theis
transgtessionsiand at the same time in the services of the Tabernacle.
The Tabernacle at this time was in Shiloh about seventeen miles
north west of Jetusalem. Thz Philistines had  been oppressing the
Israclites for nearly twenty years, and now because of the sinfulness
of the people God permitted their enemies to triumph over them and
subject them to grievous oppression.

The Defeat of the Israelites.—Samucl was now a recognized
prophet.  His word came to all Isracl.  His influence for goud had
Lecome extensive.  He had grown up a devoted servant of God, and
cven although the people liad become a generate, they could not
help yielding respect to him and to his message. The Israclites,
smasting under the oppression of the Philistines, way have determined
to resist, or the latter may have determined on new encroachments ;
at all events, war between them beoke out, - The Istaclites encamped
ata place which was afterwards named  Ebenezer, some  distance
west of Jerusalem, and the Philistines were gathered at Aphek on the
border of thar ewn tersitory. The Philistines were the attacking
party, they made a determined onsct and oveicame their antagon-
ists, leaving 4,000 of them dead on the ficld.  In times of calamity
and distress, it 1y common to turn to God for help.  The elders of
lsracl were astonished at the discomtiture of their army. They
thought it was because the symbol of God's presence was not  with
them in the battle. There is no mention that they thought the defeat
was caused by the corruption of religion and lifc among the people.
It was custamay for their heathen ncighbours to carry their idols
with them in therr wars, in the superstitions belief 1har their presence
would render their arms victotious, so the eldets thought that the
atk of the Covenant brought from Shiloh would enable them to
tepaic the disaster that had just befallen their arms.  They fondly
hoped that it might save them out of the hands of their cnemics.
‘Fhe supgestion of the elders was at ance acted upon ; the ark, along
with El’s two sons, Hophni and Phinchas, who weie in charge of it,
as brought nto the camp. ‘I'he coming of the ark cheered the
Iseachtes and dismayed the Philistines.  The former shouted with 2
prcat shout, suthatihe earth rang again.  Startled by the shout in the
Istachites’ camp, the Phiistines were perplexed 2. to what it conld
mean, aud when they dud and out they were not reassured. They wete
acquainted with the prinapal events in the history of the Hebrew
people, and how  God had su often intesposed fur their deliverance,
so the bunging ot the ark alarmcd them.  Then leadess exhorted
them to heroic action, tus of they were defeated, those who had been
t subjection to them would then rule over them,  Instead of being
masters, they would become staves i tuzn. The tight followed. It
was onc of desperation, but agan the Philistines triumphed, and the
slaughter was much more teruble than that of a few  days befote,
g.000 hiad fallen then, but now the slain number 30,000, seading
sotrow nto almost cvery hume in Issacl  The ark which, it was
thought, would bung them victory was itself captused, amd ity guaz
dians, the wicked sons of 113, were amung the shin.

111. The Death of Eli.- In Kible times people had to depzud
ont swift runuers for the -news for which  they sometines cagesly
waited. 1t 1s astonishing how quickly the sad tidings of defcat were
carticd 1o Shiloh.  When the messenger fiotn the bantletield came in
sight the people could sell thathe had 1 geed nowsto deliver . The
messenger was umsell deeply conceined av the messapge he carried.
He rent lus clothes and sprinkled his head with ashes, in token of
the deep prief he felt for the overthiow ot his people vn the attle.
ticld.  The aged Eh oy cagetly waning for tidings from the scene of
conthict.  His nterestan it s great. His <ons, wicked though he
knew them o be, were Sl deat to a father's beart, and the Atk of
God was onc of the most precivus treasutes entrusted to his care.
He sat at the entrance to the tabernacle waiting for the news.  His
heart trembled for the Ak of God.  The people svon learned the
Jolciul tidings and cticd out in their grief and disappointment.  This
wutburst only makes Eli more cager 0 learn what had occutred, so
the messenger is quicklv brought into the presence of the dim-sighted
old man now nincty-eight years old.  The man of Benjamin's talc is
beicf but the greatness of the calamity heightens at every step in the
nargation. It culminates with the statement *“and the Atk of God
15 taken.”  Stunned by the moutnful tidings ke had heard the pood
but weak old man falls from his scat, and by the fall his neck is bro-
ken, and the death of Elis the Jast in_the chapter of tcrrible calami.
ties that had followcd cach other in quick succession.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1t is nu kindness to young people to permit them to continuc in
evil ways.

1f God tells that his judgmenty shall surcly fall upon the wicked
He gives them every  opportunity for repentance. *1i and his sons
werc warned twenty years befote the awful blow fell upod them.

Supeistition is never a substitute for repentance,
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