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THRE CANADA PRESBYTERYAN.

[June ajth, 1883

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

SEVENTH DAY.
Aerieoon Sesston,
FUREKIGN MIsSIONS,
The report of the Foreign Mlssion Committee was taken

p.
pRev. Prof. McLaren moved as follows :—That the repost
of the Foragn Mission Committee be adopted, and

** 1. That the Assembly in accordance therewith agreesto
allow the sale of the ten acres of land—property at Prince
Albert—matde by the missionary in chasge for the benefit of
the coogregation be confirmed ; subject, however, to such
conditions as the Foicign Mission Committee may consider
necessary in order to sccure the interests of the congregation,
the Commuttce, and the Presbytery in the proceeds;

“2. The Assembly tnstructs the Commstiee to consider
duning the year, and report o the next Assembly, what pro-
vision should be made for lorclﬁu missionanes who may
have become permanently disabled, and in the meantime
authorizes them to contioue the furlough allowance to Rev.
K. F. Junor for such time as they see fit;

3. The Assembly hails with much satisfaction the ap-
polntinent of Mr. Joseph Builder, B A., to Central India,
and cordizily crmmends Uim to the grace of God for the
work whercunto he has been called, and authoiizes the
Presbytery of Torgnto in conjunction with the Foreign Mis.
sion Commnittee to ordain him, and designate him as a for-
¢ign wissionary of the Church ;

*¢ 3. The Assembly instructs the Foreign Mission Commit.
tee to take steps to send another wmissionary to Kormosa as
soon as & suitable labourer can be secured in that field, and
also to look out for an additional labourer to work among
the Indinns;

“* 5. The Assembly rejotces to recognize the encouragivg
measure of stccess which bas attended the labours of the
missicnaries 1 the various fields, and marks as matter of
special thanksgiving to God the continued progress of the
work in Fonmosa and the large tngatheniog of the abongines
in that field which has recently been evinced.”

Rev. Dr. Cochrane suggestec that as My, Builder bad
many friends and relatives in the neighbourhood of Brant.
ford; and as the Church would be much benefited by the
oxdination taking place in his church, that a chapge should
be made.

Rev. Prof. McLaren agreed to the change, and the clauses
to that effect were adopted.

On the question of the appointment of new missionaries
for Formosa and the Nosth-West,

Rev, James Ross called attentiun to the fact that the
Committee had made oo reference to the cflers made by
members of anothet commanmon. He should be sorry if the
munificence of these gentlemen be put aside. M. John
Macdonald bad offered to pay the passage and outhtof a
missiopary to Japan, and pay $50u cither spread over three
years or payable in one year, wnile Ms. William Gooderham
offered to pay the passage and outhit to the exieat of $500.

Rev. Procipal Grant was 1n favour of sending additional
missionanes to the Foreign field. Ia the Home teld they
bkad to some extent lo enter iato competiion with other
denomipations, while in Japan 1t would oot be so.

The clavse was adopted and discussioa continued,

Bz, James Croil moved .

¢“That it be an instiuction to the Forteign Mission Com-
mittee for the weste:n section to pay $1,000 to the Com-
wittee on Foreign Missions in the castern section to liquidate
the debt sncurred by them to prosecute the work dunng the

t .

R:v’f‘ Pranagpai Caven asked if the eastetn section had
made representation that they were it real difficulty.  He
did:not sce that anyituop would be gained by the proposat.
He wished that the toragn Misston Committee would take
wider views of the neid betore them.

Rev. Pry1 Mclaren said no formal request had besn
maqge.

Some farther discustion ensued, when the motion was
withdrawn, and the resuinticas passed with the amendaent
noliced.

MISSION TO JAPAN.

Rev Principal Grant said there were two incidents in
connection with this Assembly which gave lim great plea.
sure  There was first the attitede of the representatives of
a Church which had stocd aloof from them for centaries, and
the other the bandsome gilts of the two gentlemen named.
He copsidered *his a challenge to Christian liberality,
courzge, and brotherly fecling which this Assembly cannot
oveslook. He concluded by seggesting the prssage of 2 re-
solution suitably acknowledging the offers.

Rev, Professor df~Laren ~aid he did not see any prospect
for establishing another Foreign missioa. He moved a re-
solution expressing the thanks of the Assembly to the gentle-
men, but regretting that owing to what it considers the io-
adequately equipped state of the mussions at piesent cstab-
lished they were unt in 2 positioad fo commence & Dew
mission among the heathen.

Rev. Principal Caven moved in amendment. He would
take the opening clause moved by Mr Grant, and instruct
the Foreigo Missino Commitiee very carefully to consider
the propriety of catering upon the mission work in Japan,
availing themselvss, if possible, of the wost generous and
Christian offer of assistarce made by these gentlemen,

The amendmeat was carvied by 2 lasge majoiity.

‘The repost of the Eastern Mussion Commiittes was takea
up, and the clauses referred chicfly to the thanks of the
Asscmbly to the missionaries, and concluded with a _squest
that the missionaries at Trinidad be allowed to retain their
coanection with their Presbytery.  The report was adopted
without gt icn.

The repost of the Commuttee on the Unification of the
Eastera and Western Committees on Foreign Missions was
moved by Rev. Dr. MacUregor.  The committes did not
think the toification psacticable at the prese=t iz,

Thecport was adoplcd.

A report from the Genera! Mission Commitice was e

ceived stating that letters had been recelved urging the
Church in Capada to send a missionary to labour among the
coolies in Demerara, whose work should be In connection
with the Church’s work {n Trinided. The contribution ex-
pected from the Church fn Canada wounld be £200 per
ansum. The committee agreed to ask the advice of the
Assembly.

Rev. { K. Smith made a motlon stating that if the
Foreign Mission Committee of the castern section selected
a mussionary and gent him to Demerars, the General Assem.
bly would approve the payment of £200 to the eastern sec-
tion by the westera section.

The motion was carried unacimously.

EFFICIENT SERVILES XECOGNIZED.

Rev. Dr. Cochrane moved that 2 committee be appointed
to draw up a deliverance thanking Rev. Dr. McLaren for
his efficient performance of the arduous duties as convener
of the Foreign Mission Committee for the past sixieen years.

Rev. Dr. Moore read a motion in accordance with the
suggestion, and it was accepted and ordered to be engrosted
and presenteti to Dr. McLaren.

HOME MISSIONS.

The Home Mission Committee’s report was taken up, and
the question of the relations with British Columbia arose.
The report submitted two resolutions :—(1) That the Gene-
ral Assembly place under the care of the Preshytery of
Toronto Pandors Sucet Church, Victoria, and any other
congregations that may make application to be received in
connection with the Presbyterian Church of Canada. (2)
The Assembly empower the Presbytery of Toronto to re-
ceive a3 ministers of this Church ministers of acy of the
Presbytetian congregations in British Columbia makiog ap-
plication to be teceived on prescotation of a Presbyterial

certificate.  The report deprecated the formation of a rival
Presbytery.
Considerable discussion easued. from which at ap 4

that the action of the committce scemed to tend to the for-
mation of a rival Presbytery. Ultimately the motion was
altered so that the first clanse would read, ** Pending the
union of ail the covgregations in one Presbytery the Genesal
Assembly place,” etc.

The Assembly then adjourned.

Evening Session,
SABBATH SCHOOL REI'ORT.

Rev, 1. H. McPherson, Halifax, presented the report of
the Sabbath School Commattee. He said he would present
unfavourable and favourable facts. The unfavourable facts
were the large number of non-reporting schools, the large
number of children of Presbyterians who do not attend Sab.
batb schoal, larpe number of schools not contributing to the
nussion work, 1n many cases no teachers’ meetings, the ap-
parent 1ndifference on the part of mapy members of the
committee in the work. e favourable facts were the
large number of teachers ard scholats engaped in this grasd
work ; the return showed 65 715 arteadiog Sabbath schuul,
the Jarge number of communicants in the schools, the
Shorter Catzchism being generally studied. The committee
recowntnend -~

¢ 3. That it be an injunction to Presbyteries to see that
returns are received from all Sabbath schools within thess
boands in good time for reporting to thé Synods.

*¢ 2. That the recommendation of last year be renewed,
viz., that each Presbytery devole at least one sederunt in the
year to the consideration of Sabbath school work within its
bounds ; and also that, if possible, it hold a Sabbath school
conference, the members of which shall consist of members
of the Presbylesy and delegates friom Sabbath schools
within its bounds.

** 3 That Presbyterics be instrucied to ase Juigence to
ascerrain how many children within their buuods belonginp
*o the Cburch are not under Sabbath schoo! instruction, and
‘o report to {:ux committee, 50 that the infuimatan may, it
possible, be before the next Assembly.

‘4. That for the purpos¢ of cultivating the missionary
spirit 2mong the young all sessions and superivtendents be
required to see that the schools under thrir charge give somes
thing, however little, to the mussionary eaterpnses of the
Church,

** 5 Thatthe Assembly instruct the Sabbath School Com-
mittes to take into considerstion the qaestlon of proniding a
monthly periodical fur the schools, 2ad report ar next

mbly.

¢ 6. That the General Assembly instruct the committee to

draft a Sabbath school constitutinn taking advapiape of tke

suggestion made in the docoment submitied to Jast As-
sembly.

** 7. That the General Assembly instruct the commutter to
issue the questions deawn up by it to gutde the sessions not
Jater thasn the irst of November.

“ 8. That Presbyterics be tecommended to ase such means
as they can 1o establish normal classes for the trammng of
Sablath school teachers within their bounds.”

He moved that the report be adopted and the recommen-
dations considered serzatim.

The recommendations were adopted.

The Moderator bere stated that a telegraph message
had been placed in his hands annouscing that katgers Col.
lege, New Jersey, had conferred the degree of Ductor ot
Divinsty upon the Rev. Jobn Lawg. Tlus aapouscement
was grected with loud applause.

SALBATH OGSERVANCE.

Rev. W. T. McMulles presented the report on Sabbath
obscrvance, which aszerted that public opnion was becoraing
more enlightened o the civil ripghts of the citizen to enjoy
the Sabbath day, and alluded to the fact that.six Presty-
terian younp wmen had recovered damages for wroopiu) dis-
missal, because they would not wotk for contractors on the
C.P.R. oa the Sabbath day. The zcport concluded with
tbe recommendation )

¢ 5. Thattheatlertion of the Synels becalled to the im-
portance of requiring wrilten reports of the respective come
miltees respecticg Sabbath observance, so that szid reports

.)inld be forwardad by Synod cletks to Assembly:com.
Liittees.

** 2, That respectful remonstirance in the name of the As-
sembly be addressed to the general managers of rilways re.
Iative to Sabbath desecratior: on mats lines of rall and
their branches.

** 3. That the Assembly’s Committee be authorized to cor.
1espond with similar committees of other Churches with a
view to united action in enforcing the cxhtlughlaws and in

setitioning the Dominion Government and the Provingial
gislatures on the subject of Habhath desectation.”

A communication from the Toronto Ministerial Associa.
tion respecting Szbbath observance was read,

Rev. gohn Smith moved the adoption of the veport and
the consideration of the recommendations sersatine.

The clauses were amended and adopted as above, and one
added to the effect that the Assembly authorize the Sabbath
Observance Committee to petition the Dominion and Pro.
vincial Legislatures. The communication from the Minis.
terial Associstion was received, and the clerk instructed to
inform the Association of the action covering its recommen.
dation.

AGENTS' SALARIFS.

The discussion of the report on agents' salaries was re.
sumed. The advance to Rev. Dr. Reid of $z§o was granted,
and $150 was added to Rev. R. M. Warden's salary. The
Rev. R, 1L Warden declised the proposed incteass of his

EIGHTII DAY.

Morning Session.
QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Rev. D. J. Macdonoelt called attention, as a watter of
puvilege, to thé fact that an article had gppeated o one of
the London papers gravely refiecting on the members of the
Temperance Committee and Senator Vidal. He could say
that M. Vidal had no conuection whatever with the report
and that the Rev, D. Fraser, who read the report,
heard himself described, probably for the first ime in hus
life, as a ¢ tricky Tory.”

The matter then dropped.

Rev. Dr. Proudfoot read the
mittee in reference to the case of Rev. Dr. Barcley.
teport was re-committed.

Rev. Dr. Moore read the repoit on loyal addresses to the
Queen and the Governor-General.  That to the Queen is as
follows : —

Y 70 the Queen's Most Excellesst Mayesty s

** We the ministers and ¢cldess of the Presbytenan Church
in Canada now met in General Assembly, destte to approach
Your Majesty in order again to testify our devoted attach.
meant to Y uut Majesty's person and our loyalty to the C:own.
The report of the acaident to Your Magesty, and the :liacss
which g,llowcd, awakened £, npathy and regret which fonnd
expression in ezraest prayers to the God of Grace in your
nnmaif.  Acknowledging with devout thankfolnesy the .u-
vine mercy granted us «n yout happy recovery, we pray that
Your Majesty may long be spared te rule over us 1o nght.
evasness, and 1o set befure us the example of devout fidelity
to duty with which Your Majesty bas adomed your high

1ticn and so completely won our heasts, and that therich

lessing of the God and Father of cur lotd jesus Chnst

may rest upon Yout Majesty, and all the memburs.of your
illustrious family.”

‘The report was adopted.

THE COMMON COLLEGE FUND.

The repust of the Treasurer of the Cummon College Fund
was read by Rev. R H. Wairden. He stated that 121 con-
yTegativns and mission stations had failed to contnbute apy.
thing to the fund, of those sisty-nine were pastoral charges.
The 1eccipts fut tae year wese $850.75 less than the preced.
iog year, the total being $15,260.31. On motion by Kerv.
Dr. Mathzws the Assembly accorded sts.bearty thanks (o
Mr. Warden.

salary.

tt of the Judicial Com-
The

COLLEGE SESSICNS.

The report of the Committee on the Opening and Closing
College Terms was read. It appeared that the Presbytery
of Barne and the Mission Commiltee in desiring the change
had been influenced by the needs of the mission stations.
The month of October had been regarded as the most valo-
able o1 the year, and 1t was desired that the colleges open
on the 15t November and close May 1st.  The committee
recommend that there should be no change, 2nd the recom-
mendation was adopted.

AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS.

The report of the Committee on the Aged and Infin
Mimsters’ Fund was read and its adoplion moziby Rev.
Prnapal Lreat. The committee recommend the As-
seinbly express its granficaiion tbat the wcome for the past
yecar has exceeded the expenditure, and ats earnest hope that
the growing interest 0 the fund may soon enabdble the com-
mattee to pive the maximum allowance pematted:by the
regalations. e expressed the hope that as the capital of
the fund was not wmore than any one year's expenduituce i
would be sfcedlly mereased and the fund thus placed ia a
sccure position,

Rev. K. \valizce, Ioronto, moved that the General Ase
scmbly recommend 10 wexithy members of our Church o
rause an cadowment of $200,000, 12 order that the anpuitasts
on the fund may receive at the rate of $10 per year of ser
vice, or after 3 service of forty years $400. In deferenceto
requests cxpressed by Principal Caven acd Dr. Wardrope,
who thogght that the rropcaal would interfen with the ca.
dowment of Raox College, Mr. Wallace agre:d to let the
matter rez' for the present.  He was assured that the matter
would.receive due attention in-the future.

The report was adopted.

Rev. Ds. Moffatt moved that the propozal of the Rer.
Joha Dusbar be reaitted to the Commntce oa the A
and Infime Ministers’ Fend 10 make all eoquisics, and of
satisfied to place his name on the Jist- of annnitaots, The
motioa wss 2dopted.

The name of Rev. A. Matthiews was placed on the tistof




