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%'ben Me. llunj lair pars al )l-i Inn ahy abatl night at the
suppa r-tlle lie hol nu caae tra son 1.is or finit fauta. The
table sas dsair tay isaa ; aile cI' k.Lr g ci. lit iýus, anal Ron-
&Id anal S 1t , l nia>à t'si <»ili itl na, t. rs of ço.d l'e.
baviuur, %rit in ilicaai laie.. 11 e fatl er as' andi inw'aidîy
apprtiveal , I ut lic ajauke snc asi rt aIlt S e, lard lardle drtaeanc
11Lsa sra.abh bal> uraé Jaukt 1ci'. I rait cassaIi .>nIi'atby anal
&aiirecaaan lat] falesly % .rI1% , ai tici rPse, anal encour-
agitmer.tt. Si. nýien I > ,axr bakre al. 1-y <'sas speech. we
huit the unes seac este ; tlot sal, ni. an laur secret moula,
var cberish as the (ira est tirrasuar a f , as lie. WVe burt
tbena. anal the saaiirg iragels sar ,lu. %te inon aur way
cairlesa and lta s ,.ard! rsa itans1 erlps,t'c bas-t
vie have alaise, tuie 1air, se base casasea!, untalan Uic maraansg
light ni eterniîy at stats'Js revcaleal.

Ana litas.

"Fvil is wrasughr la' nur want ni tboughl,
As well as crut sans cf heart."

Tes, vas oive ; %Ir. Hiumpbrey engrosseal vaabtbis newa.
pa er, the boys buby slitsa ii auki, sanalt Rainalal anal
byl, iieaaaed uith ihecir day u.f play, sacre ready for thlar

".lcens, came," plea.iea Sabla , as bier sauter came in sratb
ber wort-buaýet. 'l lcen, c,'me., s'an't yaau put us ta led?
We vant tas hezr *.hat story dreaîhbully.'

Il taa'k but a feus macrutes fur the taitle ones to undress,
aay their simple iar.anal nettle dowsn an alleu soft lieds.

*Nov for the story," konald critcal; ai.d stitang dava
Helen 'looted at thse tva taitle golden beads belorse her on

that 5Ças the stary ta I)e abonut.?" IIbe alIceal.
"Wly ya.u saial banata Clau%. 1.> anssetrea, promptly.
"Well Who as Santa Clans?"I
"Wby be's the-the-," Ronald besitaical; there vas

sometbing mysteriaus about Santa Claus-lie vasn't quate
sure ai the pro1îaiety of callinZ. biai a man. IlHecs tb--
samebody vha liringsgood chaîdren pîrescrs," besata t lait,
irinrnphantly.

*1Anal wben doses be blinig abram ?'
"*Tristmas turne." said Sita>!, sa'ar sr:le-awake eyes

"Andl. 0 Nellîr, w ilI my mes, rea l taaclinpa bce donc, then 1"
"lVer, dear. But, Salyl, Ronald, sahy do we bave a

Chrnistmas day?"
"Why. I gues" RanaIJ saI., slowly, altez a moment'1s

tbougbr, - 1 gue.ts sa tate lxays ana gais caaa bang rap thleur
stockings, and gel îiletty uf sugar îa.ums anal playthangs an
tirem.'*

"Jan't there any tiler reason ?" *1reen aslrea genîly.
"Na; that's reason 'n- urpla," Sat-yl saadi. ernphatacally.

"Hlein," abe asteal, reirov:-ngly, 'l shy alunu't you tell us
the star>'?"I

".I salI. dear, an a moment , l-ut firet, 1 want you anal
Ronald ta tell me wlut y knuw about S.z;ac.aus anal
Christ mas day."

"lDara't knaw mnuch," Ronald said, alecidedly ; ana l elen
sigliel as she acknowledged ta berseîf boy sadly truc fais
yards vere. ihe beý,an ber siory.

I vl as a beautabul iaht many long years aga ; the sky
vau bzight vitb stars, that tbrew thu-r ssabn lagbî dovn an a
quiet worlal. fuIl ai pleasint houmes; l.ke ours, an wabicb hltle
boys anal girls tuert auckeal snugly away an sarra beals sleep-
ing anal dreamang ai the gooti ames they vould bave. There
vere: no wicteal vîrs anysabere jus! tben, anal everytbang
tisat night vas vesy peacefui anallit. Fan avay brona bierse
in the brozal fields that lac arounal a laitit vallage matrie!
Bethlehem, there werc men caled &hel)herds, vbo vere: Sit-
ting op anal cerping sralch citer thear i.1,Kks."'

"l'abat dadi they vaicis atreair i? " anrrrupted Ronald.
I suppose ta sec that they dai flot s.bray away anal get

liait; anal that no last <hp or saall anial crept tn ta buit
or kltl any of the sbeep car latrie lamas. The shepherds
vatchdca ear flocks, just as aur Fauber an hecaven vatches
ovyer us, Ronald.

"IAnal as try sat there, crn the grounal, vrapped in their
blantets, snddcnhy a cheur, vanderful light, marc beautial
tiran aray lagît frota the natian c.r stars, shone rounal tileuls,
anal an angel tram becaven came alavo ta them. Anal -hea
the shepherals trembler! anal vere sore airaîd,. tise ange] sisi,
just vbaî God's angels alvays s=ta ta Godas people, ' Feu
flot.' Anal wbea thc sbepherds ecaseal rrcmh.anug anal coulal
Eistent bc tld theta thut Fe bad carne ta hîing thcm od
tidings ai great jny, that aboule! mate aIl men gIati.

"Anal wbat do you tbink the goad tidings alare, Ron-
ald ?"I

I--don'i-kov" Romald answereal Iflowy.
Hc talal theun that an the village oi Bethlehem., anly a

a short vallis brac. ira a ue rby verc, tbere vas bora that
miRbt a little baby. A baby they magîn- go anal sec, anal
vhich îbey vlasld final 1>tng, flot an a soi, downy craille,
but in a colal, bard manger, the place ani vbach catie anal
boaces are feu]."

"'Dia thse sbepherla go, Nellie ?"
"lVery son tsSbyl ; tbey vaiteal a taie tante. andal stenleal

vben a multatude ai s.baaing unes sang. Gas-v tas Goal,
peace anal gaod.ssll ta men.' Wlicn tIre aveet music dard
avay, anal the angel vistirrs vient back ta beaven. tIse ligbt
aronnal tbern van only the dam, quaet laght ai the atars.
Tbey tock up their stavass, anal starteal to se c woderinî
lbung abat had crnme ta pass as île Lord hiall Made lenao
suies tbet."

"WcrVera'*t tbey afnaid to brave thii sbeep, Nellie ?'
makeal Ronald.

"lNo, Ra)nalal, tbey vaiere mot &fra'id of anythitrg tllico
bout coulal tIclbe, uben tbey hial jus-, breath anagels'
aog andl b=e tola ta ' Feau 0o0?' ba tbey vent to ella-
ehaem, anal tunnel tire littie cilalwlert tire angel bad ud
aia koeaing dava rhey woruhip'.ed il. andl tharakad Goal

ahat they bas] lived Io sec that glorious day. Andl now, can
you tell nie %%ho abat balIy was. Sils)>1? Il was somebody
very Zaaod, andl vety gteat : ho was it ?i

WVas it NN'ashnron. Nellie ?" Sîla) 1 sked, daubt(ully.
1 know,'" saisi Ronaid ;l vas WRecus, wasn't it Nel-

lie ?"I
IINes, Ronald, andl the night shen lie vas born vas the

first Clîribinais night the wurld had cirer lcnia'n. andl Jeas
wai the tarst Chriçîsnas pilt who gave Ilim, Ronald?"

"(Goa gave llina." Ronald said. 'Il lesrned tiat in
Sunday sclanol. Goal Cave flm ao malce us rood. Nellar,'
lie qaaestiotncd, ragerly. Ilas Goal Santa Claus ?Il

.*M, Ronald. but lec as the firitt andl great Good.gtver.
Jesus sias. cus leavcnly Father's Christmas gift to us; and
aie laeri Cbî,stnîas day, abat wc inay nescr lorget hos and
why <aur Iiavstur came. and sec gIve presenits then hccautte
sac :ike tu du aIl se tan la taite uthers happ1 y on that day,
esprally tatlle chaîdren. God gaves us the moncy to buy
Ihrm. or the pouer tu make tbem. so lie steo u
Gavet of every roual thing."lesthonytu

IAnal asn't there any Santa Claus with sied andl reindeer
no ? " ailard Saipyl, îAit aclild'sunwallîaîgnessto part wath
R fancy ltat had pleaseal ber imagination.

-No, S.hlyl ; iat as only a fais), zloty abat little boys and
girls lie ; l'ut a>n't il better to think at Christmias ame of
JurT dear Saviour comarag tu this world auobc the ane prectous
git abat w <il lait lorevrer. titan of thc banta Clauz Ronald
tie] tu plat iis arnaang ?"I

Vea," Sbbl saad, sierpily, wath half.closedi ejes.

CICPTE I.-DVIEVSAND ErPLANATIONS.

Helen liuriphrey's homne vas in a pleasant sea-sidc town,
witlamn easy access of New York city. A quiet unr
place. sometthlat ift (rom the great tanes of travcl, toug
Ameacèanized ait ail eIle, it still retaineal its quatrnt Inidan
naine of Qaranneccco ; anal hare, through long generatians,
the Ilumpltrey family biar! liveal ana dical.

lier father was a lasayer, ane af the cramerous class Who
possess litzlc business tact. and less real talent for their
chosen pro)fession ; and who, an their upv4ard sta-ss'ngs, sel-
dom rase far ahiove the grona: the top of the ladaler beang
in no danger af overcrawding froin them. Inheriting from
bas father a gond farci anal dwelhng.hause, andl marryang a
lady possessang an cqual amount ai praîaerty, Mr. Hum-

p larey liad always bren able to provide comfortably jar tais
fsmaly sathaut any undue exertian on Isis own pari.

A cold. grave. acierveal man; whose warmrst affections
seemnea always ta centre lapon himserîf; salhookeal at everry
ques:arin irrita the one stanalpoint of haw at woulal affect baim
anal has anterest ; a main ta wbom .1 war he centre of tise
universel and the rest of the bumanaay noihirag but satelliaea.
ir as hardly to be supposeal that in .his famasly he vas loveal
devotedly. or confideal in unres-ervedly. Fram the lame
vbrn Hielen, raannassg te a meet bain wath bier first doîl, hadt
been coolly put asade with, -"Ves; it is weli enough ; lt
don't ba:hier me, chald." to the day when the firiît great
sorrea of ber laie (il uapon bert, &se had staad an ave ai ber
fat her.

It vas not only a fortunate tbing. as the neigbbours said.
but at sas more-a lilesseal thang-lor thleur chaîdren, that
Mres. 1 iumphrey did taot resemble bier husband.. Gentile and
wsrm-heatid, naturally hopeful an temperament, anal gerrial
a.nd sunsay an disposation. wath a quiet iarength of character,
and a capacity for upatient endurance abat lsad sustaaoed bier
through rrany dlaik days -andlbatte trial, Niss liumîîhrry's
chdadren bâtd fond an l the sympathyand pratection alhear
young laves nerdad; the terderest love, combaneal watb the
firmest guidance.

Awakenang earlY from bier illusions resrpecsing bier bus-
barnd; tout truc and notble bersli tan lbe able to lave and ban-
tour whst was nait truc and noble, Mas. lhumphrey Lad borne
the soreava of bier maraca life i quiet, uncomplaining pa.
tience . Neyer. ta any buman beang. disi sbe spealk of ber
riaIs and crasses. Never vas a Word spola la ar ai bier
busbana laat even isnplaed repraacb ar dairespect.

in spite of tbe fatber's sadow the mother'%sunibine rade
home ta tbe chaldaen a happy pîax ; anal tbey were scarcely
corîsciaus ni a want santal at rotbr'z beslth La aled.

Just as liecn reache liber saxteentb bitthday. a lovely,
happy girl. resemblang bier trother in chsracter and drapasi.
tion, and full ai a girl's sanny dreams andl boples, Mss.
Haamnphrey'a hcalth begCan ta fait. Slowly. almoat amper.
ceptibly a! first -only a little caugh. a taitle weakness. a
mare titan commaun weariness an periormang lier daaly la-
boums But gradually anal anwllînr'ly. anc duty sfier an-
athez vas yielded up. resigacal ta l<elen's cars, ar suffereal
ta drap nnticcd. Ever bragbt aand cheerful. at vas lang be-
fore Mr.Humphrey vould ava, trera ta herseli, tbat the
vas any cause for alarma; but daîly the pain anal wearneasincreasea, the strength lessenel, anal a t at vasw evadent ta
ali-vena the matt unbelaeving eyci-that asc vas paSSIng9
away-coinag oap hitber.

Ta lens the coasclousness that ao it vis anad must bc
vas fraugbit with an agony aImait beylial endurance. Vet
blesacl as MNrs. Humplarey's lie bad beena tes ber children it
was only in bert sick-aaam that it vas cravned. and wraugbt
its neablest vork. She hial neyer, in ber days cf healhh,taîkeal mucb ai religion ta ber childreu. She hiad lireil it
before theta.

Mnr Humphrey had grieveal ove; hem silence, anad clan-
nestly prayed thist grâce maglit bc given ber to overcome bier
refterve, andl ta tait free2y ta theta an tiais Mast vital subject
as on cery other.

Tbe parayez was beard arad sansweica; rboupb it wus fot
until she frît bier (cet passng dava mls o the duite valley tbat
the veil vas witbadrawua, andl &be veratureal to taire ber ebil-
dirent intas the inner temple of ber sont. It vas ta lieren
thab sisid mt, anda [ram ber that aIse deriveal ber great-
et coiniort

Ranalal andl Sibyl vie ton younag andl zeatiesa, ta full oi
hifs anal play ta bc cor-flcl in bier ssck.room mazy minuts
at a tame. Mournfully anda zelucxantly. an ber weak, suifer-
ing state, tire utothe vas forca ta admît that tbe vare, kit
usadooein b om of bsmIsi, oeu3d ot ow b. dom by

her. The aveet aId Bible atories lutit remaîn, by bier lips,
borever unîa'ld.

Il eicen."abe saisi once, "lRonald anal Sibyl wilI Iran
tapon Vou more than any one cite when 1 arn colne ; andt,
daoling. neyer bie afraîd toesîalk tcndealy, aolemnly to abeita
of sâcreal things. WVliatever rlsse you may leave unsaid, te.
&cive abat you will nieyler ie sIlent whlen it is fittisag anal cil

for you tas s1aeak (<r Christ. Oppastunaities are litre bitais,
reach, they wilI fly fronatas and rcournt no morc."

Anal felen briard. anait comfrirted lier arother witb pria.
mises, carncal as vasas. that she would try ta bce botb mollies
and a-ister ta the latie once.

l'haiîp anad Fred sres boys of tvelve and tharteen ; uid
cnoug:h ta usîderstanan d fel deepy laow mucli they wear
losing. aniaan rnsny simpale, taucbîng ways tbcy sougbt tui
show bow mucb .hey la>ved thear mouthrr.

They farageal the woods for the earliest and sweetest wilal.
flawerss; they tramped long, weariedi mies aver meadusa.
anal halls ta flnd anme daiaaîy biard saîth wbicb tos tempt lier
delacate appe.ite i bey subteneal their shtill, boyisli vuicea,
and tap-toedi in anal out aof ber roosa, glad to ait lterie Iar
bours, if only tbey caulal <lo sanie little tbang for bier, acd
sc lier striaise anal fccl lier kts.

But it vas lt helen tbat the motbcr's lisart openeal mosr
fully; il WR, tes Ielen that bier tenderert words ai love,
sympathy anal advicc were spoken ; anal it vas an lcers
saul tbey bore thear rachest fruit.

ve'y preciaius, thuugh tiournful, tu hielen were those labt
days anal talles saitb ber mother. She souglit witb paahaa.n.
ate cagernets lt gather aIl the aweatncsi ia them, anal leave
the liittcrness for that comanz tanme, wben that bitterness
alane, she aadly thauglit, waulal remsain.

Vet of that tilDe licers seldom trusteal herself ta speae or
even tbank. C. 1) once, as ber brasd resacal for a moment on
the pîllow by ber mother. sihe wbitpered

"Ohli. mamma, af sue miglit only bath go lagether and l'e
.ieda in anc grave."

Anal helen neyer forgae the beautîful limite with whicn
ber mother aniwereal:

".I amn glaal we cannoat, roy darling. I want yau 10 knua
snmctbiug ai the joys ai life as weil as ai ils sorrowai. Ir rs
aveet ta aie when our tâait: is donc anal the Master caîls;
but, hlelen, ît is also sweet to live anal war for Ilim.I
leave yau in lus banda, nay daughter. He will not suffer
you ta bave anc trial ton many. 1 pray flot abat lic woulà
take you out of the woarId. but ahat 11ie woulal keep yau ftai
"da. May yaur's bc a truc waman'a lite, my aaring, wraîl
joys ard honaurs nobly borne, anal trials anal sorras. whlen
tbey came, receiveal as blessings. Carning frani m thilby
are aIl blcssangs. Goal is prepariag me for rest, Herlen, but
yau, 1 trust, for lite. WVhere 1 ana gotng perbaps it wail le
my privilige hos watcb fir you, anal 1 pray that your caming
misy bc flot an the rnorning, mur at noontarle, but sa the sunst
ai a beautafrl day; afier the larveit bas been laiihfaal,
gleaneal anal you can corne vait rejoicang, bringing yair
sheavc_ý witb yau."

So strengthenedi anal girdeal for the lueé before ber, Helen
watche liber ma.tbher calmly pass tbraugb the dare ville>),
baving. lit Faithful, suna.bine aIl the day, santal the enal was
reaclied ; anal in r s. lliarrzphtey there remaineal coly the
rest ai benven-the îîaradisc ui G.ral.

Heclen came back from bier rnother's grave ta a home out
ai whicb it sermeal at flrst as if ail sunshiane had fadcd.
There wese rnany sali chanages.

The faatbful nurse anal bouseceeper. Who was witb tbean
during the latter part of Msm liumpbrey's illness, anal uh,
ball îrovet flot only an efficient aid but also a sympathazr'g
(rient!, lias saonc obliga to leave, anal a sister ai Mr. Hluni.
pbrpy calme ta rema %at thtia, anal lcens prepareal tu se-
sumec once more ber long-neglct.ted scb'aol dunes.

But Aunt Sarah vas lite ber brother, calal reserveal, and
salent. She dial not le chaîdren : Rocald anal Sahsyl, sur
aid, wcrc cnough ta wear aut the patience ai a saint. An'd
thuugh there might bave baren a divcrsity ai apanionts ai w>
Anl Sarîb's saiaatlines, thbcre canlal be norne. fot the elight.
est, as to the fact tbat ast the endl ai a 1ev veekase bc w
tircal out analiber patience exhausted ; anal il vas a relief ta
aIl the famaly shea Aunt Sarah left-tbe lait day of N,.
vember-the day praur ta tlsaz durag wbach webhave alreaiy
folloveal lichens.

That nigbt sire vas coincionas cf having made maay mis-
uakes.

vttias a very pure thougli pale face that bent 0,cr ber
taille Bible ; anal tt vas with an humble but peacful sp.ai:
tisaI tse read-

IGad lis aure refuge andl strengtb, a ver preint beîr sa
trouble"

It vas ilsat sire wanteal-it vau there abse rested-a ver>
preserit belp

More sooihing than music vere the varda ta ler ves"mand
Helen hingereal long ave il, thea vient on ta tIse cri:

verq--
"lTherefore will mat we ieur-" She rcad na farîher.

bier becart tale up the glati refrain anal repeateal in aiter and~

"N," thiaugh Helen, 1 musit mlot be cisconraged ;1
canant (ail Whiate this auruance is troc. David! teuteal ai, so
ai ==ma ; th.-y faunali il sure, anal I Wall believe it. 1
watt ]cave the future wîth Goal. He shaîl teacli me Hi% ow.
lessns, in His ow:ý way, anal I wilIle Immbeta anal mot.
af rid."

Anal on. the pallov of the promises Helen laid br tarta
icual, andl alept the sleep thcy anly know.

"W'ho trust anal zest"

CIsTPmI 1Tr.-TEACUEN>G AND TAUattT.

"'Daugh*icr. tbey accru to say,
l'race ta tby beaut!

WVe tars, yesl dangier,
Hiate bitea as thou art.

H.'elfedonbt.depressd.
beetn in at-Tircd, troubel tempZeal,
Su.tainea-as thola ait"
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