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She heard old ocean’s hollow roli
And wash of wave upon the sand,
he while a breeding twilight stole

“ By dim degrees o'er all the land,
O 5ea,” ghe said, * give up your dead!
Give back my satlor boy to me!
hat worth is left in life ?” she said,
“My one love lies beneath the sea!”

A loose wind wander'd through the leaves,
And came and went about the place;
t whisper'd round the cottage eaves,
« And last it touch’d ber on the face.
o wind,” she sald, ¢ my boy is dead!
B And if ye come from yon dark sea,
Ting back, O wind,” she, weeping, said
“Some tidings of my boy to me!"’

Blowly the dull night wore away,
T hA new day trembled to its birth,
@ sun broke through the eastern gray
" And drove the shadows from the earth.
Once more,” she said, *the night has fled,
Dawn widens over land and sea,
at never will 1t come,” she said,
“The dawn that brings my boy to me!”

AU the Year Round.

DESMORO :

- OR,
THE RED HAXND.

RY THE AUTHOR OF ‘' TWANTY STRAWS, ' VOIOES
FROM THE LUMBER ROOM,” THE * HUMMING-
BIRD,” ETC., ETC.

CHAPTER L.

w“ Yes,” continued Comfort, « how was 1, who
88 almost shoeless, and footsore, hungry, and
e‘ary, to walk a distance of six miles ?
“t‘ But I must make the attempt. If I could
reach Higheliff, I was sure that its master
Wl:ll mistress would render me some assistance
ch would lift me out of my present condi-

Ol of want and wretchedness. With hope in
': young bosom, I trudged onwards and on-
.u_?dl, praying that heaven would give me
ength to perform the whole of the journey be-

© me, I was aware that I did not presentan
Pearance that would command the attention
Tespect of servants, and I was dreading lest
T. Thetford’s domestics should prevent my ap-
i h to the house, and drive me thence, deam-
€ e some troublesome tramp, whom their
.e:lter and mistress might have been vexed to

8p,

“When I had walked about two miles, I was
edfatlzued that I had to sit down behind a
relt,ge’ in order to rest myself a little. My heart

n Dearly broken at this time, and I was be-
en d‘“nz to wish for death to come and put an
v to all my woes. I knew that my wish was
€ry impious one, but I was far too miserable
‘?&Pe for that fact. -

‘Higholiff—Highcliff ' I kept on repeating
“‘Fyﬂelf, my brain growing strangely oconfused
ny ll.hus sat with my head resting on my hand,
o imbs aching, and hunger gnawing at my
an I- Presently the scene faded from my view,
eve remembered no more until I epened my

“"0 utter darkness and night.

1 started up in affright. I wasin a lonely
mm“"d, along which I could see nosigns of any hu-
bl habitation, I had been asleep or insensi-
'“kOl' some hours, and I was now feeling
lay er, and worse than ever. I felt ready to

“me down and die,
down°°“ld not wander on in darkness, 80 I sat
a1 again, and begun to cry.

emnevex shall forget my sensations on that
o Orable occasion, the desolation and misery
ang ;:0 houseless, famishing hours. An orphan
i ool endless entirely. The night was intense.

d, and I was poorly clad. You may judge
o~ 8ufferings crouched thus in solitary blank.
Wate, shivering and shuddering atevery sound ;
At liﬂx for the ceming of morn.,
app ongth grey dawn appeared. I hailed the

L ton":l:h of day with g fresh burst of tears, for
Trom that I was wholly unable to crawl away
iy this spot ; I was too i1l and to weak to do

“

u‘:" wag, behind & hedge, concealed from the

'Way, that I wasresting, I mighthavedied
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there without notice fromn any one, ithe piace | out of my hiding-place, and seated on a hiliock

was 80 remote from observation.

«“After a lapse of about two hours, I heard the
sounds of horses’ hoofs, and heavy wheels in the
road. Some waggon was drawing near.

«1 tried to move—using all my little remain.
{ng strength in that endeavor—but all in vain,

¢« Then I cried out at the very top of my voice
—cried out again and again.

- 1 afterwards paused, and listened. 8tii}, I
could hear the slowly-advancing horses and

wheels; but no other soundsreached my gtrain- ! lass, I’m gorry to hear thee say so. But as that’s

a complaint that wants nodoector to set it right, |

ed ears,

«1 shouted once more, piteously imploring |

help ; but there came no answer to my call,

« My heart sank in my breast.

« Presently I heard the vehicle stop. 1 felt
giddy with thankfulness and joy st this. As.

close by,

“Ihad my eyes closed, and a cold, death-like
sensation was creeping through all my velas.

¢ «Come, come, lass cheerup !’ cried my deliv-

. erer, his arm still supporting my drooping form.
. ¢Thou'rt safe enough now, I'll warrant me. What

sistance was surely at hand. None, I thought, |

would refuse to aid me In my suffering condi-
tion.

«By and by & masculine voice made itself
heard.

««Who called ¥ inquired the voice.

«sI—I '] answered, eagerly, trying to raise
myself as I spoke. ' ng

««Where aré you, and who are you ? further
demanded the voice.

««I am here ! I replieq, dolng my best to
force 0¥ way gl'lmugh 2 gap in the hedge. ‘I
am a poor girl? I added, a big sob at the time
almost choking my utterance,

helping Rand,” I neard the volce further £8Y,
in cheery tones, which made my very sonl re-
jolce.

wAnd then I felt a strong arm enecirele my
walst, and, more dead than alive, I was dragged

be the matter with thee? Art thou i1 2

«] am dying with hunger! 1 gasped out
faintly.

««With hunger? Heaven bless thee, poor

we'll soon bring the round. 8o get thee into
my waggon, and I'll carry thee up to the house.
They'll use thee well, there, I'll answer for that
much,'

««J can't walk a step,’ I rejoined.
no strength whatever.
die.’!

“«My companion did not say another word,
but I felt myself raised in his powerful arms,
carried away, and placed upon a heap of straw
in his conveyance, which was instantly put in
motion,

«“eArt thou comfortable, lass 2 inguired my
friend, covering me Wwith something heavy.
+We'll have thee up at the house, and a good
meal of victuals before thee, in less than half au
hour from this. I've Put the heasts to their
quickest speed, so open thy eyes, and give us a

¢«I have
1 feel as if about to

. i look at * »”
« Stop & Minute, my lass, and 'l give theea | N

« 1 languidly obeyed, and my gaze fell on a
Young countryman, With an open countenance,
betokening great benevolence and good hu.
mor,

«Um ! Thou'rt a pretty Wrench? hg exclaim-
ed, approvingly, after he had scanneq my fea-

tures narrowly, with his head first on one vide
and then on the other. '

« 1l as I was at the time, my powers of o'..
servation did not entirely fail me. The joiting
of the vehicle, too, was rousing me up a little.

«See, yonder's the houre ? he went om, ¢at
the top of the hill before us "

1« What house ?”’ I asked, teehly,

«¢«Higheliff, to be sure !’ '

« ¢« Highcliff P repeated I
dence of Mr, Thetford ?

. s¢ Ay, Do you know the squire ?

# ¢ Yen—that is, Ionce knew bim"
¥ « «Then you'll be glad to see him, and he’ll b
glad to see. yon, I suppose. Was you gain’
there ?'

#¢Where ?

««To Higholiff, ' )

«¢] was intending te callupon Mrs. Thetford
I had no further business with her, 8ave to rc.
store a handkerchief of hers which I found in ti...
road yesterday, and to ask ber husbandand e~
self to assist me in my present strait of circun.-
stances. Mr. Thetford knows me well, I ex-
plained.

««Lor, how strange? returned my compa-
nion, in & simple manner,

«T was full of hope now, as you may well ima.
gine, for I was building much npon the generc-
sity of Mr, Thetford.

«Well, after & short time, we reached High-
oliff, which was a most im posing edifice, perched
upon an eminence, and surrounded by magnifi-
cent grounds of vast extent.

« As we approached one of the back enttanco:
of the house, I saw Mr, Thetford himself, givir.g
directions to some men who were engaged il
placing iron spikes en the top of a fence.

«The waggoner spoke to the gentleman, w!..
looked much mystified as he listened to him.

«1then saw Mr. Thetford approach the oou-
veyance in which I was sitting. I was quite
faint with agitation at this moment, and it wus
with considerable difficulty that I could succeed
in keeping myself from swooning outright.

«e¢] can't understand,’ I heard him say to the
waggoner. ‘A young gir], did you say ? he ad
ded, as he drew nearer to the vehicle,

«The sound of his well-known voice reemed {0
fill me with sudden energy.

««It §s I, Comfort Shavings !’ I cried ouf.

« He was by my side in an instant; and, after
the lapse of a very short time, indeed, I wns
sitting in & cory room, having all my wants at-
tended to, kind Mrs, Thetford herself waiting
upon me, and antioipating all my wishes.

«The Thetfords bebaved to me as kindly as
they could, and much commiserated my desti.
tute position,

«1 stayed with them some months, until 1
had quite regained my former health and
strength. Then I began to grow uneasy, and I
longed to go forth and segk some means of
earning a subsistence for myself. I did not like
to eat the bread of dependence when I was feel-
; 11y able to labor for mny own requirements.
|« Mr. and Mrs. Thetford murmured when I
i talked of soon leaving them, and wondered why
| T could not make up my mind to remain with
! them for ever.,

« 1 had no ties of any sort, they said; then,
wherefore could I not stay with them

« 1 was much too young to go forth into the
world wholly alone and unprolected, they furs
ther added.

« No matter for my youmth, I replied, I was
now able to earn my livelihood, and T would do
50,

« They used all their persuasive eftorts in order
to induce me to stay with them. Butin vain, 1
restated all their arguments: I was grateful for
their kindness, I said, but I could not think of
trespassing upon itany longer.

« What could they possibly say to me after
my firm protestations that I would not remain
with them, that I preferred to go forth and
buffet with the world for my daily bread, rather
than live a life of ease? They could not blame
:lne for my decision, and they did not attempt te

0 80,

« After a great deal of trouble, Mr, Thetford
sucoceded in learning the whereahouts of Mr.
Jellico, who had again become the manager of
a strolling company; and, after beiog well
clothed, I was placed in his care, with many
strict injunctions from the Thetfords.

« In the first place, I was not to be permitted
to want for anything, as they (the Thetfords)
would always be delighted to assist me as far as
1 would allow them to do se. And, in the event
of my getting tired of my labors, or falling ill, I
was to return to them, and share their home,
; just as If that home belonged unto myself.

i« My heart’swelled with thankfulness to hear
htem. I_Wad Dot quite Alone in the world now,

¢« What, the resis




