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RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL,

All the qualities of & gond Stvle may be ranged
undor two heads, Pevspicunty and ornament  or
all that can possbly e required of Lavnguage ts, o
convey our ideas clearly to the minds of others,
and, at tho same time m such i degss, as, by pleas-
wg amd antevesiiag them, shail most effectually
stiougthen the mpressions winel we seek to mahe.
When both these ends are answered, wo certainly
accompl.ch ovory purpose fur which wo use Writing
and Discourse. Bram.

e Q@Y oee
ENGLISH BIBLE.

Tho present authonsed Verann of the Tnglhich hble,
transhated frum the ergonl tongnes, or revised trom the
Bushop's Bible, {~0 called,) by oider ot King James the fiest,
has afforded abundant edification and cumtort, to the sunple
and sincere reeder; and by the leacned, ithas been admu ed,
for ita fathduesy, and € the purty of ts stvle.  Atter
the lapee ut upw ards of two hundred years since s trans.
Itivn, and notwithstanding the unprovement wheeh the
Language has unstiergone nithe course of that tune, with
bat very few and ummportant exceptions, the Euglish Bi-
bleas stll cunsidered to be, the standard of the Enghsh
Lanyuage.

When the Bible 1« compared woth the style of the best.
and purest wrters contempora, v wath the tronshation, its
snperlatis e exectlence seldom fuie to excite astoanchnent ;
and persons are ready to unquure, ha< not the Bible under-
gone a revision siice that ime ! With 2 desten to <atisty
alaudable curtosny on thie head, and to gue cur readers
au opportunity of hnowiag, or revisinge e thear recotlec.
tion, hov ths transhtion of tes ko veginated |, the names
and situations of the rrrsuns by whom 1t was effected ; the
drcections by which they were governed, the #pace of trae,
accupred an the work ; and the opmion of some learned and
2004 men as toats esits,~we copy the followmg article
from the General Prefuce to the Rev. Dr. AL Cranky's
Commentasy.  Aad in the mean tine we earnestly recem-
mend the [ihle self] that precious Book, cortaming a (ull
revclation of the will of Godd to may, to ths frequent peru-
s1l, ard prayerful consideration ot wur re wlors,

¢ Blessed 18 he that reaideth, and they thet heae the words
oy liiv piopheey, ard keep those things which are wrateen theres
1 "—RRer. 1. Jolin JutnNar,

« Of the COPY of the sacred teat used for this
work, it way he necessary to say a few words. It
is stated in the title, that the Text *is taken from
the most coriect copies of the present authorized
vession.”  As severad use thus term, who do not
know its meaning, fur their snkes I shall explain at.
A tesclution was farmed, in consequence of wrequest
made by De. Reanolds, head of the Nunconformist
pmsty, to King James 1. in the Conference beld at
Hampton-Counst, 1603, that a New Translati w, or
tather @ yevision of what was calicd the Bishop's
Bible, printed in 1508, should be made.  Fifly-four
“Translators, divided into sir classes, were appointed |
for the accompishment of this important work.,
Seven of these appear to have died hefore the work
commenced, 1s only forty-scven are found in Fuller's
List.  Tho wimes of the persans, the places where
employed, and the proportion of work allotted to
each class, and tho rules laid down by Tang James
for their direction. I give cluefly from Mr. Fuller's
Church History, Book x. pp. 44, &c.

Before I insert this account, it may be necessary
t state. Dr. Reynolds’s request in the Hampton-
Court Conlerence, ».a King” James's auswer.

Dr. Reynelds. * Alay your Majesty be pleased
that the Bible te new translated : such as are ex-
rant not answenng the original.”  [Here ke gave a
Jow cxamples.)

Bishop of Londsn. * If every man's humour
might be followed, there would be no end of trans-|

® lating.”

The King. 1 profess I could never yet see a
Rihle well tran ated in Eaclish ; but [ thak, that of
all, that of Genevats the worst. I wish some special;
pains were taken for an uniform ‘Pransiauon,
which shoutd be done by tho best Jearned in both
Universiiies 5 then reviewed by the Bishops ; pre-
sented to the Privy Council, Jasily. ratified by Royal
authority, to be read in the whole Church, and no
other.”

‘The Bishop of London in this, as in every other
case, opposod Dr. Revnolds, till he saw that the
project pleased the King, and that he appeared de-
termined 1o have ‘it exccuted.  fn consequence
of this Resolution, the following learned and judi-
cious men were chosen for tho caecution of the
Work.

WESTMINSTER.

The Pentaleuch : the Story from Joshua, to the first
Book of the Chronicles exclusively.

10.
Doctor Andrewes, Fellow and Master of Pembroke

"Dr. Peryn.

Hellyin Condbridge : than Dean of Westminsies,
afterwards Bishop of Winchestcr.

Dr. Qrerall, Feliow of Trinity Co/l. Master of
Kath, Hall, in Cambridge : then Doan of St.
Poul's, alterwards Bishop of Norwich.

Dr. Scravia,

De. Clarke, Fellow of Chrict Coll. in Cambridge,
'reacher in Conterbury.

Dr. Laifidd, Fellow of T'rin. in Cambridge, Parson
of 8¢, Clement Dancs. Being shilled in archi-
teetre, his judgment was much rolied on for the
fabrie of the T'abernacle and Temple.

Dr Leggh, Archdeacon of Middlesex, Parson of
All-hallowe’s, Burking.

Noater Burgley,

V. King.

Me. Thompsen,

“hee Brdwll, of Cambridge, and (1 think) of St.
Joaw's Viear of Tollenhara, nigh Loudon.

CAMBRIDGE.

Fron the First of the Chronicler, with the rest of the
Storv, and the Hagrographa iz @ Job, Psalms, Procerds,
Cantecies, Leclestastes.

8

Master Edward Liwvly.

Mr. Richardson, Fellow of Emman, afterwards D.
D. Master, first of Peter-house, then of Lrinity
ol

Mr. Chaterdon, afterwards D. D. Fellow, first of,
Christ Coll. then Master of Kmmanel.

Me. Dillinghar:, Fellow of Christ Coll. hencficed
at —— m Budfordshire, whore ho died a single
and agw ealthy man.

Mr. .-ll?}r/ 103, alterwards 1. D. brother to the Righop
of W chester, aud Master of Jesus Coll.

Mr. Herisun, the Rov. Ywe-Master of T'rinity
C!/I/rér.

Mr. Spalding, Fellow of St. John's, in Cambridge,
and Febrew Professor therein.

Mr. Bije, Fellow of Peter-house, in Cambridze, and
Hebrgw Professor therein.

OXT'ORD.
I'ne faur greater Prophets, with the Lamentations, and
the mel‘c lesser Prophets.
7.

Dr. Harding, President of Mogdelen Co.l.

Dr. Reyaolds, President of Corpus Christi Coll.

Dr. Hollend, Rector of Ereter Coll. and King's
Professor.

Dr. Kuby, Rector of Lincoln Coll. and Regius
Professor.

Master Smith, afterwards D. D. and RBishup of
Ghuerster.  He made the lecarned and religions
Preface to the "L'ranslation.

Mr. Brett, of a woershipful family, beneficed at
Quuinton, in Buckinghwnshire.

Mr. Fairclowe.

. CAMBRIDGE.
The Prayer of Marassak, and the rest of tho Apocrypha-
’ 7

Dr. Duport, Prcbond of Ely, and Master of Jesus
College.

Dr. Brainthwait, first, Fellow of Emmanuel, then
Master of Gonril and Caius Coll.

Dr. Radelyfle, one of the Senior Uellows of T'rin.
College.

Master #ard, Emman. afterwards D. D. BMaster of
Sidney Coll. and Margaret Professor.

Mr. Downs, Tellow of St. Juhn's Cull. and Greeh
Prefessor.

Mr. Boyee, Felluw of St. Jokn's Coll. Prcbend
of Ely, Parson of Barworth in Camhridgeskire.

Mr. #ard, Regal, afterward. D. D. Prebend of
(;lhichcsu‘r, Rector of Bishop-Waltham, in Hamp-
shire.

OXFORD.
The Four Gospels, Acts of tho Agostles, Apocalypsc.
Docter Ravis, Dean of (Christ-church, afterwards
Bishop of London.
Dr. Abbot, Master of Unirersity Coll. afterwards
Archbp. of Conterbury.
Dr. Eedes. ¢

i Me. Lhomson.

Mr. Savill.,

Dr. Ravens.
Br. Harmer.

WESTMINSTER.
The Epstlcs of St. Paul, and the Canomeal Epistics
7.

Dactor Barlowe, of Trinity Hall, in Cambridge
Dean of Chester, ufterwards Bishop of Lincolne.

Dr. Hutchenson.

Dr. Spencer.

Mr. Fenton.

Mre. Rablut.

Me. Sanderson.

Mr. Dakins.

* Now, for the better ordering of their pro-
cerdings, His Mujesty recommended the follow-
ing rules, by thein to be most earofully observed.
1. The ordinary Bible read iu the Church, ecom-

monly called tho Bishop's Bible, to be followed,

and s little altered as the original will permit.

2. The nawmes of the Prophets, and the Holy wn.
ters, with their other names io the text, to be re-
tained as neas as may be, accordingly us they aro
vulgarly used.

3. "T'ho old ccclesinstical words o bo kept, viz. as
the word ( Church) not to be translated Congre-
gation, §e.

4. Whon any word hath divers significations, that
to be kept which hath beon most commonly used
by the most eminent Fathers, being ugrecable to
1iho propricty of the pluce, and the unalogy ot

“aith.

3. "T'he division of the Chapters to be altered cithor
ot at all, or @s littdo us tany be, of HECEs3ity sor
require.

6. No marginal notes at all to be aflived, but only
for the cxplanation of the Hebrew or Gree
words, which capuot, withowt some circumto-
cution, so briefly aud fitly to be expressed jn the
test.

7. Suclf quotatious of
down, as shall sorve
Scripture 0 another.

8. Esery particular man of each company to take
the sume Chapter, or Chapters: aud haviug teans-
Jated or amended them severally by himselt, where
he thinks good, all to meet togethier, confer what
they have done, asd agree for their part what shall
stand.

9. As any ono company hath dispatched any one
bovk 1n this manuer, thoy shull send 1wt 0 the
rest, 0 be considered of serivusly and judia-
ously ; for Ilis Majesty is very careful m iius
point.

10, If any company, upon the review of the book
so sent, shall doubs, or diffes upon any plaees, 1o
send thein word thereof, note the places, and
therewithal send their reasons : to which, if they
consent not, the differeuce to be compounded
at the generad neeting, which &s to be of the
chief persons of cach company, at tho end of the
work.

11. When any place of special obscurity is doabited
of, letters to be directed by authority, to send to
any learned in the land, for his judgment in such
a place.

12. Leuers 10 be sent from every Bishop 1o the rest
of his Clergy, admouishing them of this T'rans-
lation in hand; and to move and charge as many
as, being skilful ju the tongues, have taken paius
in that kind, 10 send his particular obsorvations
to the compuny, cither at Westminster, Camlridge,
or Orford.

13. ‘The Directors in cach cor pany to be the Deans
of JWestminster and Chester for that place; and
the King’s Professors ju lebrew and Greek iz
cach University.

14. These Translations to bo uscd,
when they agree better with the
text than the Bishop's Bible, viz, 1

})laccs 10 be marginally set
or the fit referrence of one

T'indal's,
Matthews,
Cuweerdale's,
Witcheush,
Geneva.

* Besides the said directions hefore-mnentioned,
three or four of the most ancient and grave Divinag
incither of the Universities, not employed in trans.
lating, to be assigned by the Vice-chancellor upon
coaference with the rest of tiic heads, to be overseers
of the ‘Cranslations, as well Hebrew as Greek, for
tl};) b'c(u:r cbservation of tho fourth rule above spe-
cificd

* And now after long oxpectation and great de-
sire,’ says Mr. Fuller, “ camo forth tho new trans-
lation of the Bible (inost Leautifully printed) by a
select and competent number of Divines appointed



