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€ ]w Ql‘,;n'm walks and roads,—for these, severally, or
O - | together, no better time ean be found than
III\T) l‘OI THIE I\IO\'TH that which irmediately precedes the loels-

— ting frosts of winter. And when the dead-
December Lrings the indubitable winter, {lock is fairly establishcd.~so far as treat- |
as stirely as July does the summer.  What-| ment of the land goves,—the open sunny
over dreamy expectations we mgay have ! weather of December still invites us many
had of possible Indian summer, vanish|:many a day out of doors. If we have rocks
now, Plea-ant weather indeed we may|to move, they glide casly over a frosted
have, but it will be pleasant wintery | and :tiffened turf; the brambles and waste
weather, with perhaps now and then a day ) growth of cutlaying pastures cut easicst
so fine and warm that i% scems to have lost | when the carth is locked unyieldingly
its proper place in the year. Clear, brae-j about their stems; thoe woods, despoiled of
ing, but chilly, air will quicken the pulse, | their leaves, give free insight and outsight
and send the bLlood coursing through thei to their most, sequestercd noolks.”  Theso
veins with unusnal vigour. The snow will | are bat examples of the thousand and one
wrap the carth in its white coverlel, and | things that may be done just at the setting
all things will yicld to the sleep of winter|in of winter, and there arc few so before-
and to the reign of the forest king. hand with their work as not to be caught
We are accustomed to think and speak{ by the -“dead-lock” with some necdful
of winter as a scason of comparative rest| preparations or unfinished undertakings:
and leisure for the farmer. But how far| that must needs be postponed or until an- ||
that is true and applicable to individual|other year, Most people, in regard te.
cases, depends on a variety of eircum-lwork, are like children in respeet to
stances. Winter affords but little rcspitei teupting food ; too greedy. The child’s
to the man who has a large arca of wild. cye is proverbially larger than his stomach,
land to clear, or a numerous herd of eattle ! and oven so the farmer’s cye readily takes
to feed, These, however, are cxceptlonal in more work than his hand can accomplish,
cases, and most farmers, when winter & nrly Indeed, generally speaking, plans and
sets in, feel that they are less driven than| achievements too often correspond very
at any other period of the year. But whilej peorly. «“To will is ours, but not to.

“broken weather,” as it often termed,icxecute.” Ilappy are those on whom ||

lasts, every one has cnough to do. That Lwinter docs not shut down with & host of

charming writer on raral affuirs, “Tke halfaccomplished schemes of preparation [f

Marvel,” says: ¥ Tven in‘o December tucl wnd improvement,

work of country improvemenis may go: The hints given last month, as to the
safely forward ; the clearing of new land ' eare of stock, ave just as applicable this

the thinning of over-¢ owded forest growth, month, and will Lecome more so as the

the building of walls, the corstruction of temperatuves goes down into mid-winter,




