408

lustrious ancestors, whose origin
is lost in the most remote antiquiry.
William Henry, the third Prince
of Or: nge and Nassau, was the pos-
thumous son of William the second,
Prince of Orange, by the Princess
Mary, eldest daughter of Charles
the First, King of England He
was born on the 4th of November
(0.8)) 1650, but a few days after
the death of his father. IHisguar-
dianship devolved rpon his grand-
mother, the Princess Emelia de
Solms, daughter of John Albert,
Count of Solms, one of the most
amiable and most accomplished wo-
men at that period in Furope. In
the month of June, 1670,the young
Prince was fust introduced to the
Council of the States of Holland;
and in the month of October follow-
ing he made his first journey to
Epgland, on the 30th of which
month he arrived at Whitehall,
where he was most graciously re-
ceived by His Britannic Majesty.
On the 10th of November in that
year the Lord Mayor and dheriffs
of London gave a splendid enter-
taiument at Draper’s Hall in henor
of the young Prince’s visit; upon
which occasion he was presented
with the freedom of the Ciry in a
gold box. The University of Ox-
ford confered upon him the houor-
ary degree of Doctor of Laws, and
the highest honors were paid him
by all classes in the kingdom.
Holland was at this }.eriod threat-
ened by a most powerful league;
and it was thought that the danger
impending must end in her utter
ruin. The States saw the great
storm ready to burst upon them,
and from the great promise of the
young Prince, invited him—then
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only in his tweaty second year—to
take the command of all their fo ces
by sea and land. The Prince. though
a youth a d possessing a very d-li-
cate constitution, was remarkable
for sagacity, dcep thought, unas-
suming manners, and a quiet, silent
and retiring disposition He ac-
cented the important command
offered him, and immediately join-
ed the army, then encamped near
Nieukop. Such was the prudence,
discretion and bravery of the young
Prince in this critical campaign,
that he not ouly maintained bhis
ground with inferior numbers, but
he compelled the French Forces,
commanded by the King in person,
to retire with great loss, and to
abandon the strong works of which
he bad been in the possession. The
discretion and valor cf the youth-
ful hero shore so conspicuously in
this campaign, that his conduct be-
came the theme of admiration of
both filends and foes ; and imme-
diately after (in 1672) the Prince
was publicly proclaimed by the
Magistrates, in the Common Hall
of Dort, Stadtholder, Captain Gen-
eval, and .Admiral of all their forces
by land and sea. All the Cities of
iolland and Zealand, grateful for
their delivery, and thoroughiy
satisfied of the high promise of
bravery and discretion with which
he had inspired the public mind,
hastened to follow the example of
Dort, and the Grand As:embly of
all the States presented his High-
ness with a public instrument, con-
firming him inthe Stadtholdership,
with all the dignities aud privileges,
which his angesiors of glorious
memory had énjoyed.
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