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ON THE COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RELIGIONS.

HERE can be only one answer

in the present day to the
question whether a comparative
study of religions should have a
place in the curriculum of our theo-
logical colleges and in the training
of our students for the ministry.

A knowledge of other faiths be-
sides, and beside our own, is not only
essential to the man who would go
forth as a missionary te gain con-
verts to the Christian faith trom
other creeds, but it is singularly
helpful, if not positively essential to
the man whose mission is to fill the
oftice of the ministry cven in a
Christian community.

There was a time when the defen-
der and propagator of the Christian
faith thought he had nothing to do
but claim divine authority, infalli-
bility, for his ereed—nothing to do
but say to one and all vutside—my
creed is right—all other creeds are
wrong : nothing to do but ignore or
abuse all other systems and hold
forth Christianity as the one only
pure and true system. Christinnity
alone was revealed by God, inspired
of God—all other religions were in-
vented by man and inspired, so far
as they had any inspiration atall, of
Satan. 1t was long a prevalent and
popular idea that the best way to
magnify Christianity was to belittle,
disparage, condemn all other reli-
gions—-Christianity was divinely re-

vealed—all others were “ natural®
growths or human inventions.
Christianity was of God—all other
religions of man or worse. We
have learnt to see that to take up any
such attitude is to do a grave and
serious injustice to Christianity and
a wrong to God. Such a view would
make, the mission of Christianity
only to destroy ; we believe that it
came not to destroy but to fulfil
whatever of truth—whatever of God,
there was not only in Judaism, but
in every religion of the world. ‘Lhat
old arbitary, infallible method of
treating other faiths, instead of
bringing glory to Christianity only
showed that it was not wide enough
to meet the wants of humanity that
find expression in any and all reli-
gions. The true glory of Christian-
ity is that it recognizes, welcomes,
fultils every truth, that it meets
every want, that it reveals in clear-
ness the light that had only been
seen in dimness, that it declares
what men everywhere had been ig-
norantly worshiping, But not only
is an injustice done tc Christianity
and an initial resenlment raised
against it by such an attitude, but
a wrong is done to God and His Pro-
vidence—it is tantamount to a deniul
of God's core for, or interest in, the
greater part of lis creation. Can
we believe that for all these dges
God has utferly overlooked the lar-
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