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crude nature, although evidences of un-
provenient are plainly visible. Inaddition
to the st.amp facsirnilee and homely wood
cuLs of'î>romineut dealers and collectors,
the. most noticeable festure ie the fantastie
and somewbat grotesque picturesi of a
feminine figure suppoeed te represent tbe
goddess of the pursuit. In the. course of a
few years this grave and sorrowful duty
departed, leaving our ediLors deroting their
spare Lime aud surplus cash to, the pictorial
betterment of tbeir jouruals and magazines.

IL bas been repeated many times that
modern phila.telic journslism bas made a
great advancement from a literary point of
view, but it is also true that in embloniatie
represeutation the same degre. of progres
bas been manifested. Elegant balf toues
of prominent collecters and clear eut scenes
of philatoelie interesL are not unfamiliar te
our eyes. W. are acquainted with the fea-
tures of T. K. Tapling, of Dr. Legrand,
aud of Phillip von Ferray and have a kind
of an ides &bout Lb. interior of Stanley
Gibbons' establishment. Tii. "Rocky
Mountain Stamnp" bas ably demonstrated
that iL is not unworthily named and East-
ern and Western scenery bave not been
without their champion. Altogether iL is a
period of congratulation sud we are proud
of our pursuit aud of the. journals wbich
represeut iL se, admirably.

W. have been looking on Lb. bright
side of Lbe question however; that iL may
b. even brighter and more glorlous snd
extensive, let the. darker portion be enii-
alIy reviewed. From my weli litteoed t&ble
of philatelie periodicals. a highly educated
person, who was however a non coflector,
took up a leading magazine. Âfter a turo-
ing of the leaves snd a seemingly futile
effort at resding tiie journal was gently

tbrown down sud te my enquiring glane
rame Lb. words, "'iL's dry." Having read
Lb. magazine sud knowing iL te be liter.
a113 teeming with information iuteresting
te stamp collectors, I endeavored te look
at it froni the. standpoint of an outsider.
To such a one it did not take long te under-
stand bow iL could b. "«dry" and indeed
tiresome as a tbree bours sermoài or tbeolog-
ical treatise. Tii. paper did not coutain au
illustration froni cover te cover. The.
above example is not solitary but forme one
of a large number and the moral wbieb it
coutainsis l applicable to the, majority of
our periodicale.

Publisbers must remember that iL re-
qitires more than good maLter well printed
te bold tb. intereat ot tb. ordinary run of
people sud their publications te b. popular
sud suecessful muet recognize aud set on
this truth. Not only is Lbe illustrated
magazine necesasry te Lbe regular ooUeeter
but te tiie Pew recruit snd uninitiated iL ia
absolutely imperative. As s prominent
factor in the permanent existence of phil.
ately, as s maintainer of intereet with tii.
general claç-w of collecters, as a drawing
card te the. youug beginner, sud s a con-
verting power among Lb. non philatelie-,
Lh. illustrated periodical muet snd doem
wi.ld a tremendous sud far reachirg
influence

Tii. opportunities for picterial represent-
ation are not bard to b. found in our mag-
azines, neither are tbeyfewand far between.
In a scieutifie article on Lthe stampe of a
certain country iL will lend point te th.
subjeet not orily te present cuLis of Lb. diff-
erent varieties but also te give eue or Lwo
bright natural sketches together with afew
portraits of Lhe leading etatesmen sud
rulers. This in itef covers censiderable


