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rank and file missing. Of this number, the
proportion of the first division alone, consist-
ing principally of the light company of the
41st, which had attacked the strongest point
of the position, was five and thirty men.

During the assault, no assistance whatever
was afforded by the Indians, who, unaccus-
tomed to this mode of warfare, contented
themselves with remaining quiet spectators of
the scene.

It isa curious circumstance that we do nct
find in James, Geheral Proctor’s official de-
spatch on this subject. Richardson writes,
“The only British document referring to the
matter at all, is the following brief notice by
Sir Gearge Prevost, evidently founded on a
more detailed communication from General
Proctor. We give Sir George's gencral order,
and the Amecrican official version* The only
one we have been able to get at will be found
below in our notes:—

General Order.
Head Quarters, Kingston,
Adjutant General’s Office, 8d Sept. 1813.
His Excellency the Commander. of the
Forces has received a despatch from Major
General Proctor, reporting the circumstances
of an attack, made by a small portion of re--
gular troops and 2 body of Indian warriors,
on the 2d of August, on the American fort of
Lower Sandusky, which, owing to the strength
of the enemy’s works, which recisted the fire
of the light field guns brought against it—so
that a practicable breach could not be effected
—as also from the want of sufficient co-opera- -
tion on the part of the Indian warriors, unused
to that mode of warfare, the assault was not
attended with that brilliant success which has
so uniformly signalized the gallant exertions
of the right division. The Major General ex-
tols the intrepid bravery displayed by the
detachment under Brevet Licutenant Colonel

*Copy of a lelter from Major Croghan to Gen,
Harrison, cated
Zower Sandusky, dugust 5, 1813.

Dzar Sin,—1I have the honor to inlarm you,
that the combined force of the enemy, amounting
to at least 500 regulars, and as many Indians,
under the immediate command of Gen. Proctor,
made its appcarance before this place, early on
Sunday evening last; and assoon as the Gereral
had made such disposition of his troops, as would
cut off my retreat (should I be disposed to meke
one), he sent Col. Eliiott, accompanied by Major
Chambers, with a flag, to demaud the surrender
of the fort, as he was anxious to spare the effu-
sion of bload; which he should probably not have
in his power to do, should he be reduced to the
necessity of taking the place by storm. My an-
swer to the summons was, that I was determined
t0 defend the place to the last extremity, and
that no force, however large, should induce me
to swrrender it. - Sosoon as the flag had returned,
2 brisk firc was opened upon us, from the gun-
boats in the river, and from 2 five-and-a-half-iuch
howitzer, on shore, which was kept up with little
intermission throughout the night. At an carly
bour the next morning, three sixes (which had
been placed during the night within 250 yards
of the pickets), began to play upon us—but with
little cffect.  About four o'ctock r.x, discovering
that the fire, from all his guns, was concentrated
against the N.\V. angle of the fort, I became
confident that his object was to make a breach,
and attermpt to storm the works at that point. I
therefore ordercd out 2as many men as could be
employed, for the purpose of strangthening that
part—which was 30 cffectually sccured, by means
of bags of flour, sand, &c., that the'picketing suf-
{ered litdle or no injury ; notwithstanding which,
the cnemy, about 500, having formed in close
columa, advauccd to ‘assault our works, at the

expected point; at the same time making two
feints on the front of Captsiu Hunter's lines. The
column, which advanced agzainst the north-west-
ern angle, consisting of about 350 men, was 8o
completely enveloped in smoke as not to be
discovered, until it had approached within 18 or
20 paces of the lines; but the men being all at
their posts, and ready to receive it, commenced
80 heavy and galling a fire asto throw the column
a little into confusion ; being quickly rallied, iv
advanced to the outworks, and began toleap into
the ditch; just at that moment a fire of

was opened from our six-pounder (which had been
previously arranged, so a8 to rake in that diree-
tion), which, together with the musketry, threw
them into such confusiop, that they were com-
pelicd to retire precipitately to the woods. Dur-
ing the sssault, which'lasted about half an hour,
an inceseant fire was kept up by the enemy’s ar-
tillery (which consisted of five sixes and & how- -
itzer), but without effect. My whole Joss, during
the sicge, was onc killed and seven slightly
wounded. The loss of the enemy, in killed,
wounded, and prisoners, must exceed 150. One
Licutenant Colonel, a Licutenant, and 50 rank
aud file, were found in and about the ditch, dead
or wounded; those of the remainder, who were
not able to escape, were taken off, during the
night, by the Indians. Seventy stand of arms
and scveral brace of pistols have been collected
near the works. About three in the morning the
enemy sailed down the river, leaving behind
them a boat, containing clothing and considerable
military stores.

Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates
under my command, for their gallantry and
good conduct during the siege.

Yours, with respect,
G. GROGHAN,
Major 17th U.S, Inf. commanding



