
THE CHILDREN'S

A MISSIONARY STORY.

Robbie, Grace and INIrs. Arnot seated
themselves iii a circle arouad iMrs. Espe-
ville, and the chuldren cried as if ln one
voice: - Graadmotlier, wve are ail ready for
the story."

" Let mie tell you," said gran(lma, "about
riýlshana, a very l)olular god la laidia, and

the cruel custom of chuld-marriage la that
far-off country.

.4India is the home of teexning millions
iho have neyer heard -the stoî'y of the

cross or felt the influence of the blessed
gospel. The population of India is said to
be ten times that 0f England, and one-
flfth that of the entire globe.

"lan the ricli agricultural districts more
than aine hundred people live to the square
mile, an(l the general average for the wvboie
c'ountr'y is sai(l to be over five biundred in-
habitants to the square mile. The land is
very prodluctive and the p)eople raise aimost
ail 1<111(1 of vegetables and fruits, -%vheat,
riee. cottoa. coffee anI tea.

" Now, these people have a god for
alnliost everything, and it is thouglit that
they have more go(ls than aay other heathen
nation !i the world. The people ivorship,
this or' thiat god according te their varlous
wa ats.

~Krishna, is the fnvored god of the wvomen
,anI bis divine favor, is continually souglit.
He is also the god of the chulcîren, and the
inotîxers tell their chil(lren nmany lIttle inci-
dents about blis early chiidhood.

"Kriisliia, wvhen a, boy, wvas a very mis-
cliievous little fellow, and bis mother is
said t<) have lived on a, farni and liept a
large inmber of cows for biitter-mnaking--.
MIe wvas la the hiabit of going iinto the daix'y
ami woiffl ineddle îvith the milk and but-
ter'. At last lie beeamie so annoying that
is miother wvas comî)elle<l to lock the door

of the dairy to keep hlm out.
"But one (lay she 'vas very busy at wvork la

the dairy an(l forgot to lock the door. an(d
KCrishna, lier dear littie son, cra'vled la un-
olserved and] îent into one of the coin-
partients. After sticking bis hiand lato
the butter, lie came out witli a large quan-

ttofit in lis little band, and.crawling

Ilie held up bis band and cried, ' See, mother,
w'hat I have got.' A little hrass statue, x'e-
presenting this act of Krishnia, bias beexi
cast.

',The ehildren and Nvornen lead a ivretched
11fr', and the one hundred and forty mil-

lions of womea la India have few rilhts
aad privileges. As soon as a girl is born
slie is betrothed by lier parents to some
mann, aanl only remalas at lier own home
unltil lier .espoused cornes and dlaims lier'as
his wife.

"If I were a native girl would 1 lie com-
pelled to marry and leave home?" Inter-
rupted Grace.

-Yes, ruy dear, and probably our' little
smiling Helen," rep1ieu thieir thoughtful
Chiristian mother; "since they are often
compelled to niarry at the age of ten, and
eveii youinger*."

Little Helen shuddered at tlie dreadful
thouglit and tightened lier hoid upon grand-
mother as if f~or protection.

"But," continued grandmother, -the wise
tcachings and the noble exampie of Jesus
of Nazarethî have broken down the barriers
of oppression and prejudice against Nvomnei,
ancl lias placed lier on lier present level
in the Christian worlcl. Yes, chlldren, ive
o've a great debt to Jesus."

After a few moments of silence' la which
ail were busily engage1 wvith their own
thouglits, Robbie said, "Grandinother, please,
don't stop)!"

-Wlen once married slie becomes the
property of lier liusband, and is under the
direct control of bier mother-inawv. If lier
liusband should liappea to die and she be
left a chidless widow, then slie is ioolied
uipon as being cursed by the gods, and is
forever disgraced lan the siglit of tlie people.
Hpiiceforth lier life is fit on]y foi' abuses
and persecutions.

"-Sometimes the cruel parents shuit these
hielpless chlid-widows la nionasteries. or
bire them out as servante for a paltry
trifle, or seil them to wicked men. Atter
they are broken down la hiealth and wvill
bring ia no more revenue, tbey are often
turned ont ia the streets to beg for their
living, or starve to death. Such are the
fruits of their religion."

"«But, grandmother," said Robbie, " is
there no lielp for these poor, unfortunate
womien." "And is there nothing to change
their condition ia life?" anxiously aslied
Grace.

"I1 arn glad to say there are hopes and a
change is gradually comng over India,"
rcplied their grandmother. ",Christianity
b; spreading and is doing a great work
irnong the people in establishing scliools
and ?ducating theni. Our missionaries are
pointing the people to the cross and the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins
0f the world."-re-.'. Banner.
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