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of the talisative maniac ?" A bad habit or the
dominance of an unfortunate predilection may
disturib the balhnce uf an otherwise healthy
mind as etfectually as lthe touch of a magnet on
lte balance wiîeel of an exquisite watch will

iipîede ils reglatir motion.

A vAIak 1tAv ot: 'ioots are caused by foud
alone ! <Anl o adage lias it that, " he who
drinks beer thinks beer." A hungry man can
scarcely be terned quite sane in comparison
with one who is confortably digesting a good
disiner. A di - rdered liver ha-, made nany a
one think he bas "sinned the unpardonable
siin," and] driven nany to self-destruction.

The accursed hag dyspepsia, as Carlyle has
plt it, has beti aiso prolific of suicides as well
.s ret.ponsible for a good dieal of tlie gloony

theology of the past. Tielt lesson to be iearned,
as the journal say:, is the importance of a irn
wili-coitro! If our mental states are so ofteni
caused Iby pathological conditions, il is no less
truc that the mind can control the body ; and
the nian or wonman who, in popular phraseology.
"gives way " to his nmoods, runs imminent risk
of becoming iheir slave."

A SPECIAL SERVICE was held in the old
parish church of Leeds during the recent annual
meeting there of hie British Medical Association
and Dr. Boyd Carpenter, the Bishop of Ripon,
preached the sernon, taking his text from the
Gospel of St. Mark (viii. t, 2), "Jesus called
his disciples unto hitm, and saith unto theî : I
ha% e compassion on the multitude," he drew a
striking parallel between the work and atns of
divinity and medicine. The fundamiental am
was the saie, and both professiotns, actuated hy
a dcep sense of cumpassion for the sufferings of
humanity, were ranged under one banner. 'I le
chaplain and the surgeon bad fought together
at Rorke's Drift, and if divinity cuuld boast a
I.ather Damien, medicine might be not less
proud of men who risked their lives in the hope
tf restoring the power of breathing in a child
who iad been operated on' for diphtherit. le
recalled sone of the tritmphs of medicine, the
disappearance of ague fromî whole nations, the
enormous diminution of niortality and paid a
remarkable tribute to the achieveients of sani-
tary workers.

A.N IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION to our know-
ledge of the special poison of dipitheria was
given in the :June niber of the Annals de

l'Institut Pasteur, a translation of which we
lind ii" Public Halth," the eurgan of the Minne'-
sota State liotrd of H[ealth. The first con-
clusion is, " The bacilius discovered by Klel-
ini the faise membrane, and isolated, afterwuarl-.
by L<eliler, is the cautse of dipitheria." Anoth r
very important conclusion is that, -'The bacill,
of diphitheria tloes not multiply in thie organs -il
the body, but is fuutnd ontly at the point of i-
oculation, and disappears entirely if the disea
le prolonged. Diphitheria is, therefore, an
intoxication cauîsed by a very active ptistn
formîed by the microbe in the limited platt
where il grows." The omihors give as proof tf

this staltiment, their denstration, by repeato
experiient, that im pure cultures of the diph-
theritic bacillus, there exists a special chemicti
substance which, injected under the skin of
animîtals, gives then the disease, in the absene
of any living microbe. A sufïicient dose pro-
duces a raipid intoxication, with ail the syimp-
tois and the lesions wiich follow the inocula-
tion of tlie bacillus itself except that the fase
membrane is not produced. Ac:ds and ieat
rendered the poison mich less active.

THE DIPI-1i UtER tiC POISON is intensely
virulant. Fifteen drops of a filtered culture.
when drie'i, left a residue weighing 0.154 of .a

grain. Deducting fron this the weiglt of the a,'
and the portion suluble in alcoiol, neitier .,

which are poisonous, there remains buit the .ou>
of a grain and the ttost of this is matie up td

other substances than the diphtheric poit.
This infinitely siall dose is sufficieit to ktll ai
leasi eight guinea pig, tir two rabbits, and m.t-
jected intu the bilod of a dog, it would uaec
hii very sick fur a long time, if it did not k iii
ii. But this poison, so fatal if inîtrod.it
intier the skin, nay le eaten in large quantîties
by the saine animals with impunity.

TiE iAP
t
ER CONCi.UDES in these words Il

is very difficult to accuston animais to this pi-
son, becaise of ils activity. Even in very feelc
doses it produces effects which are very endunntg.
It is becaise of this energetic toxic power thait
we ought to prevent the formation of false tiii-

branes in the sufferers fron the disease. If youi
allow the bacillus time to produce a sufficie.t
dose of the poison, il will be of no use to ds-
troy the croupal membrane or the baclis
itself, death will be caused by poisoning; for
in diphtheria, contrary to what occurs in îmany


