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Lesson XII.

CHRISTMAS LESSON—THE WORD  December 21, 1913

MADE FLESH

The ordinary Lesson for to-day (Joshua 14: 1-14) tells of the division of Cansan amongst the tribes of Isracl
and the giving of Hebron and its neighborhood to Caleb for an inheritance. A suitable Lesson Plan will bo :

I. Tar Laxp Divipep. 1I. CALEp’s INBERITANCE.

LEBSSON S8BETTING-—John, in his Gospel, sclects incidents from our Lord's life to show (1) that Jesus is the
Christ or Old Testament Messiah ; (2) that Jesus is the Son of God. His purpose was that tho readers of the

Gospel ‘' might have life through His name.”

GOLDEN TEXT—And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.—John 1: 14 (Rev. Ver.),
Memorize vs. 1-3. THE LESSON PASSAGE—John 1 :1-18.

1 In the beginning was the word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.

2 Tho same was in the beginning with God. .

3 All things were made by him ; and without him
was not any thing made that ! was made.

'4 In him was life ; and the life was the light of men.

5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the
3 darkness comprehended it not.

6 Thers 3 was a man sent from God, whose name
was John.

[7 The same came for a witness, ¢ to bear witness of
the Light, that all men through him aight believe.

8 Ho was not ® that Light, but ¢ was sent to bear
witness of ¢ that Light. ) X

9 " That was the true % Light, which lighteth
every man * that cometh into the world,

10 He was in the world, and the world was made
by him, and the world knew him not. .
1)‘11 He camo unto his own, and his own received

1m not.

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he
19 power to become 11 the sons of God, eren o them
that believe on his namet:

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, not of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word '*wa3s made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, 33 the glory as
of the only Legotten !¢of the Father), full of grace
and truth, . A

15 John " baro witness of him, and % cricd, say-
ing, This was ho of whom I ¥ spake, He that cometh
after me is '8 preferred before me : for he was before

me. .

16 '* And of his fullness 3 have all we received,
and grace for giace.

17 For the law was given by Mo'ses,  but grace
and truth came by Je’sus Christ. i

18 No man hath seen God at any time ; the only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father,
he hath declared him.

Rovised Version—: bhath besn ; ? the darkness apprehended it not ; 3 came ; ¢ that he might ; 3 the light ;
¢ came that he miﬁ:“;n’ there ; *light, even the light ; ® coming ; !° the right ; 1t children ; 12 became ; ¥ Omit

the ; ¥ from ; ¥

th ; 18 cricth ; ¥ aaid ; 18 become ; 9 For ; 20 we all received ; * Omit but.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Sccretary, 56 Old Bailey, London,
England.)—~M.—The division of the land, Josh. 14 : 1-8. T.—The division of the land, Josh 14 :9-14. W.—
The promise to Abrum, Gen. 13 : 14-18. Th.—The gift by Moses, Num. 32 : 2533. F.-—The promiso to Caleb,
Num. 14: 18-24. S.—Blessings for the nghteous, Ps. 37 : 16-29. 8.—The holy aity, Rev. 21 : 1-7.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tae Worp 1x ETERNITY.

—1, 3. In tho beginning ; at the
creation of the world (Gen. 1: 1)
and during cternal ages before.
Was ; did not begin to be, but al-
ready was. The Word ; the med-
ium for making known God's power,
wisdom and love, a8 our words make
known our tboughts. With God ;
28 a living person with a living per-
son. Was Qod; sharing, as an
equal, the divine nature. In the
beginning with God ; but after-
wards Ho came to be with men.
8-5. Al things .. meds by
him ; 80 boundless was His cnergy.
(Compare Heb. 1 : 2) In him wss
lifo. He is the source of all life, of
the body, the mind, the soul. The
light of moen. The"life” appearsin
man as reason and copbscicnce, which
mark man out from inanimate nature
and the lower animals. B8hineth in ~
darkness ; the sin which, in sil s

world did not prevent the success of
His mission.

II. Tee WoORD IN THE
WORLD.—6-11. A man sent
from QGod ; as the herald of Christ.
John ; the Baptist (Matt. 3:1), o
cousin of Jesus, by his mother, Luke
1:36. This Gospel cites many wit-
nesees to Jesus.  (See chs. 3 :11;
5:37) : John is tho first, vs. 23, 34,
36. That all men through him
might believe. Jesus' first disci-
ples were of John's training(v. 37),
and through them belief in Him has
spread.  Not tha light (Rev. Ver) ;
not the Christ (sco vs. 19, 20). The
truoe light (Rev. Ver.) ; the genuine.
real, perfect light, from which all
other is borrowed. Lighteth every
man; through reason and con-
science, and, more fully, through
the gospel when it is heard. Was
in tho world ; in all God's carlier

AP revelations, but especially in Jesus'

ages, has obscured the light of rea- « THE LIGHET OF THE WORLD"™ carthly ministry. World know

son and conoscicnce. Approhended

(Rov. Ver.,, Margin, “overcame™) it not. The
first rendering mesns, that sin blinds men to the Sav-
iour’s glory and beauty ; the sccond, that sin in tho

him not ; blind as it was by sin.
His own ; His oxn people, the Jows. Beceived him
not. Theirs was the deeper guilt becsuse they had
fuller knowledge.




