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A iCI'CEP'INCG the invitation at once, we passed from the

prmi'ate ta thie gemieral offices, wliich are hamidsoie, v'crý

c,1n% mîently fitted up and comfortable in every way ; then

into the warehouse, througlh the prints -- Emglsl, Anerican and

anadain -stopping to admire the Tokio Pongees, Ceylon

satt ens, Fabrique Plisse, P'lisse Royaland Empress Flamnnelettes

thiat lad just beei received , on to the art mnuslins and cre

!onne, the side slielves beimng filled with waist, skirt and sleeve

liniiig, fronting linens, etc; our attention being called ta sev-

vra oi the new ideas for sleeve and skirt linings ; then to the

l.iiei )epartient. lere we spent a few minutes with pleasure

and profit. Since starting business they have lad a steady

ainual increase in their liien trade. Now we comne to the

entrv room, which is commodious, well lighted, and lias excel-

lent %hipping facilities, two mnen being able to load a G. T. R.

dctubk team in a few minutes. ''ie order and entry clerks have

their desks on a platformi four feet above the floor, and no

matter how rusled or crowded the room ma> lie, thes ai not

incumiiemiiemiced or mterrupted.

Stepping on to the elevator, i a monent we were mmi the

baemiemit. Here the receivmig faciltes are equally conveîmeit

to the shippmg on the floor above. Passmig tirough into the

Goods lDepartment, we are among the deîmmis, ducks, ticks,

checked shirtimgs, cottonades, grey cottons, and other lieavy

staples. fle same order, cleanliness and systeim prevails here

as elsewliere thioughout this warehouse. iheir nianier of

kcepmig white cottons is one we commend to the trade. They
cani show twenty difTerent qualities in as many seconds, and

ieed not move a piece to take stock, which cai be done at a

glaice, alniost. Not a speck of dirt is seen upon theni. Their

plan of keeping white cottons was original with the firm.

Returning to the elevator, we are quickly on the fourth floor,

glancmg at sunshades, parasols, umbrellas, ladies' "l Distingue "

watcrproofs and muen's standard t.aats. We cone face to face

with our Toronto friends, the B. and C. Corsets, for which the

firm are agents here.
Now comes the Underwear and Top Shirt Departmieent.

Trade requirements are carried out hcre as elsewhiere, and their

sales have doubled in the past twelve months. White shirts,

collars, cuffs, tics and scarfs follow, and we pass to lace curtams

and curtan nets; then down to the third floor. Tro enumerate

the thousand and one lines kept here would take a special

numiber of TnE REviEw ; we must, however, say a word of

prause for the Hosiery, Glove and Mitt i)epartmemnt. Brophy,
Cains & Co. aire proud of it, and deservedly so ; it would bc

liard to imagine or find a bette- one.

b Passing now fron show case to show case, admiring lawns,

emibroideries, insertions, laces and ribbons, all kept under cover

in glass cases, so that the retailer may receive them perfect, wc

pause for a moment to watch an order clerk looking out rib

bons. He does it so quickly that we ask: " How does lie know

that lie has the right shade ?" " Every rangè has its own number

aad every piece has the shade or pattern number on it, and tht

mnumbers run consecutively," is the answer, "and lie knows thu

miienieuut he lifts the case cover il any number is out."

Down, now, to the Drcss Goods, to sec what our reader

have oftea read about : "the highest lass of black dress fabric

for gentlewomeni." We pass from table to table, admiring silve

crepons, crean silk and wool crepons, and black, creami and

white crepons. These, the head oi the departmment says, are

I Parisian dreamus," displaying at the sane timne silver and black

silk and wool e1ffct. liere are tmmy shepherd plaids, not in

black and white only, but lalf a dnren Colorings.

Ve almnost break a coninaîdmtent aind "covet our neigh-

hors' goods " when we look at some of the beautiful French

costume tweeds, serges, estamenes, coert And cape cloths, all.

wool and silk warp henrettas, mohairs, alpacas, soleils, crapes

and crape effects, second mournmmg goods, worsteds, pantings,

Caiadian tweeds. .\l are pa'sed in succession ; and iere is a

pleasait corner filled with velvets, ve.lveteens and silks , we

admire pophIIns, bengalies, peau de soie, surahs, blouse sblks,
fast dve punjums and chine silks, and think how happy vu

would be had our lot been dry goods mi4tead of it (ooi s
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A RETROGRADE MOVEMENT.

ONaE fact, which everybody must lamîeit, presents itself for

conmsideration. Thi:, is the ttidency o the part of retai'

dry goods nierchants to reniain at home and depenîd for their

knowledge of Sty les on tra elers' sampifles and the trade journals

rather than to gain this kno ldge by regular visits to the large

wholesale centres. This cannot, to our mind, lie regarded

as oth-.r than a retrograde movement

The traveler has a work to do and so has the trade journal,

and both are indispenisable. But the retailer should iot depend

on them ncmtirely. The broad knnwledge to h.- gatied hy wailk.

ing througlh all the various departnmmts of two or three large

wholesale houses, and also through two or threc large city re.

tail establishments, is not to be lightly regarded nior umblush.

ingly rejected. The contact with, the central figures in the trade,

both wholesale and retail, must briglhten and sharpen the men

who ply their trade-
" Far fron the maddiig crowd's igaoble strife."

fhe pîeaiceful lmft f the urdinary smnall town mîay lie sone

wlat of a pastoral romance, but it lias a rather deadening eff.ct

on the men who control the businesses that are foumnd in the

midst of it. To counteract this, a visit to the priiary markets
15 aliost indispensable.

But tiiere arc otiier reasons. Travelers mever carry samples

af ail the huecs that are: ini stock at tlieir respective warchauses.

muere are numeraus lies cif whiich the stock is low, whicli it

wmll miat pay ta sanile, anîd tliese cati tlien bc picked u) ait very

reasanable prices. Moreover, miew goods. of which the quami

tity is Iimîîtd, ire miat sliown in the traveler's saniples. 'Iiese

arc left ta bu picked up by tie sbre-d city imercliant or by

special customers wlio ivill hiave special no:ice tlîcreof. IlSnaps l

are procured, omîly Ihy those who visit the mîarkets weekly or

fortnightly.
Theli briglitest mn in the retail trade to-day arc the mnm

wlio kecp) ini closest tauch witlî the markets by readimîg, cou.

versition and visits. Occaisional leave ai absemnce fromnt the

dreary routine af counter or office briglitemis thecir faculties

and rcnews their plîysical amnd mental sirength.
- Visits ta the wholesalc cemtrrs pay ini a saving ai mioney ami

certain Uines, pay in the bencrut ai personal contact with the

s wliolesaler and bis buvers, and pay ini the pulling of a mur-

s chant out ai the ruts into which lits regular, miomotanous duties

r hiave rumi lini.
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