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may, they think, be condemned after death to live again in the
form of one of the lower animals, a pig for instance, for thousande
of years, and this strange belief gives the priests great power
over the lower classes, who are very superstitious.

One of the strange institutions of India is known by the name of
caste ; it consits of a total eeparatiun of the peuple into different
classes, the four principal of vhich are the Brahmins or priests,
soldiers, merchants, and laborers. Not only are these forbidden
to inter-marry, but they dare not enter each uthex'b huuses, eat
together, or e% en touch each other ; and children must bel.ng to
the same caste, and fullow the sane otcupation or trade as their
parents. To break caste is considered a worse crime than
murder, and if a man touk e% en a nouthful of food or a drink of
water from une of anuther caste he would be defiled, and become
an outcast, despised and abused by everyone. Caste is closely
cunnected with their system of religion, and has proved one of
the greatest obstacles tu the spread of the Gospel, for it makes it
a terrible trial for a Hindu to becume a Christian, for if he does
he at once loses his caste, i, driveri from his home, and bis rela-
tives mourn for him, and perform funeral certemonies as if he
were déad.

But the Gospel of Jesus Christ is slowly but surely bringing
about great changes in India, and these strange beliefs and
customs I have been telling you about will, it is hoped, soun lose
their power over the people, and the light of a better day dawn
for them. In future papers I hope to tell you something of
wbat missionaries have dune and are doing to make India, by
God's blessing on their labors, a Christian land.

QUESTIONS.

How is India situated? What is the present form of govern-
ment? What is its population? Give illustrations which help
to give some idea of this vast number. Describe the appearance
of the Hindus. Are they ail of one nation and language? What
can you tell of the social condition of the people? Is education
general ? What is said of the cities of India ? Of the farm vil-
lages, and the condition of the peuple living an them ? What is
said of the religious beliefs of the Hindus? Of their sacred
books ? Name the three principal deities. Are there other gods


