
10 CLOUDS W1TII SILVER LINTINGS.

1 siioula like te koop yen a moneant or~ twe longer on thiat
tiiouglt, becatasc 1 reaily tedl au iîatcrcst iii it. i feel auxieuis
that yen shlaoîld love Goi], anda tlîat ycu shonlîl lie' haappy iii
loviîag huaii. Yoin aIo net know lion' swveet the licarthastouo
aail ho %%,ieua Goa coînos and sits dowia, a sacrcd, tlŽouglî un-
sccu iiresecaac tlaere, -%v-icn yeai feel tlat ho kaîeavs your avays,
lias fixed the boîîîîds cf ycaar habitation, andl portioeîad eut
youa iauiîritaiace for yoaa. We c au sec licai tliie is ina uaany

paalwa~ cflaroideue. tliaîk ave eau sec Ilow Gei lias set oane
tiiîg agauiast anotiier ili soiute uîeasni-c in euir* ewi lite, 50 tiaat
the clouad brings its ewia revenaue et ligiat lona, aith it. 'l'lie
law of compendisationa îlaa ho said te blaiace thIle avholeofe our
jaroh>aticiaa- state Th'ea groat uuen w'iao have lia'cd iii tiies
gene by, anal hav'e loîae Cods workz iîa the avorld-how -ive
sec a oloual goiîag lief<ar( tl:cn, andl a cloual hoveriîig ever
thacîn ; anaa periaîas they auîly saw the clouad. Look at Abra-
liana, pîishcd ont iiot kîaoaiuig wluithaor lac avoit, avitia a laorr<ar
et great dtrkznoaas round a lîaatirn. It as-as iact claecring or
oicouu-ic)ragin tlae cloua i eiauned laiîa i. Biut <aver ail tliere
avas tue presence-"' Foar îaot ;I aîu tly slîield." Oh ! thiat
raises the manaact lite te tlic grandeur et ana eiicelbocn-
"Fear net ; i ana thy sliieid." Andl Cod says it as muiao te

Johin Smith, anal William Thiîepsou, andl Mary Janiesen, and
Charles Pcrkiîas, te auay et tlaese insiguiicant aud unhistorical,
uiadraînatic, unic boingas, as te Abrahiamin letle days of elal.
Tiie is a shiielal lovcring oer thaco, my brother, anal it is oaa
tlae arîn et Guad ; thiere is a alaiell laering over tiac, nay
s-ister, anal it is in the baaaa et Ged. Thie arronsa may fIy;
they caaauot tencli thee tnatil tlîat shiclal, iii Goal's previdenace,
shall allow tue stroko. Swords et spiritual focs mal g lance
about tlaco; Satan îîaay "'desire te hlave thec, that ho may
sift thac as avlaat " ; but if Goal1 lias said te tbcc, IlFear net,
I arn tiay sliehd," thoun art safo, uîîtil je the hast ecstasy et
cntirely redeemoal existence yen faîl prestrate on the ether
side ef tlîc shoe, whien tlîo waves arc all belaind, ail belainal,
whcre yen l yenrschf in that rcalmi et liglit wlierc the
Lziiclal shahl ho ueaica ne more, huit whero tho sun shall
shaiao for ever threugh an eternal1 existence.

It is hcautitul te soc haoi siaccial things Iiik jute goueral
cases. I have etten thughat there is ln ura lite somcthing
liko that piigrinaago te Emmýians, avlcaa the tave disciples avero
walieg aloug, aîad musîng in their hecarts upon all the deo-
lation thaut bail talion iîpen their path. Ah! tlaey wero
saying, " «It is ail over neav ; it is ail ever now." Stiddenly
tliere coînes ia tîteir avay a mysterious stranger, dignified in
miniu, leviug, iii his oye, tender iza lis speech ; aîaul he beguailes
tlacni juite conversation. Whaat avas the occasion et their
erroas'? W'hy au'crc tiaev se sad ? Tlacy paît it ail jute oee
short scitence-"' Hoe s (1 ma:, anal ave traustoîl that it had becia
loievlao laad reeteemed. Israoi ." Il It is ahl genje ; the clonal
lias swcpt dowa ailoli it ;bis deatb lias buricd ail our hopes;
andl hier, aîîîablc te iaet tho reat et the brctbren, ave walk
tnîon oaar sad andl selitary avay. 1>rephaecy, miracle, ancient
scrohh, îaaat figure anau type, Shekinahi, ail are burical lu gleoin.
lile la alcad. iite ais ail is deail ; ail is gene :we truasteai
thiat it laad hîcen lie avlo shonlal a-cdcin laraci." They did
aaot kznoav tlîat hie awhie had redccnacd anal vouhld redecîn Isracl
-%vas walkîing by thacir side. Thîey diii net know tlîat when the
cloaad hurlag over tlae cross a silvor liuing fringed tlao clouai, se
hîriglit tha.nt îaever 1ai angel sccu the like cf -'it. Ho avbo was
susîienahcd on thae cross saw tue fringe et thiat olonal tee ; ho
saw of thie travail ef lais seau, nîui aas satiafical. Ouglit ave
net ceust.nnUy t'a take thiat idea avitia us as an illustrationa
et hiea the grcatest darknes înay oniy ho a caîrtalia, behinal
wlaich thero -as tlao greateat anda nacat nircituil liglat?

Agaiîî, i tiae iiaarprc-ta-tioii cf tho truth tic clouid lias
otteai a sihver liuiig. 1 hiave already iîatînaatecl te yen hoav
the words et this boek have groat îharlkaiss iu thein. It is
muach casier te o quiestioans ou tie (1illicuilties of Soi *,)turc
tlîan it is tesasaver t>aeii. i ]lave îao dlenht tiiere arc îheîaty cf
calîtielus peoce hiere, Ia a ceaigrogaticia iko thais, tlore -Will
ho sure te ho a numaîber of îbcrsîîîs avith critical tengues anal
itclîiîg cars ; andl lot i tell you, îuay dear pîeoîle, youa nîay
task questionas eneugia iii five miiintes to puzzle au archangel.

ocu cauaiot hiave tMie traîth explaiiied te you uîntii you your-
solvcs hlave ciatereal iate the stato for avhicla tiîat truth wa.s
Nvritteîa. Thie of:-ele thais grent boeok, Nvith ail its clouu!y
uttcraîiccs, anad Ildark sayiiigs upîoîa a bar1>," its strango
simuilituides and allegorical granadecurs ana l i.aours-tlae
îaarvof e it i-s, thiat it lualats anal deu'cril>os suites that, liut
for thîls book, -%vouila îaever hlave hocia deîîicted, so that ai thue
averl<l's toscai andl irritated l icarts might corne thrcre andb final
n auawcr corrcspaon.ding te thoir oivn conditionl, aaad drùn'-. in

consolation. Ycs, if youl wauit to knew% a truta, N'OU uaust
get into the statc into wîhidî, and froum which, tixe trtii
spcalis. Yon romoanher the case of the man wîlio could not
iiiakze out that strong saying of oui- Lord, about the ioniatlitn
beîng rinaoved and cast iiite tho sea lie did flot knuw wiiat
to, do with the i ounitain ;hoi was perfectly seiisbio that hoe
could not cast it into the sen, and lic was groatly I)erpllexedi
abiout it. lie beicved the trutii, but tiiet iioiuntaia wa
always in bis way. During tiais dilemma, lie received a coul.
niderable injoiry frein a ncigbboair, anad (as most peopale do il,
sucla cases) .%,,xed vcry wretli about it, and got very ai ritated.
StilI, there wvas the old niouutaiî-lîe could not fo)rget tliat.
Ho did teed disposed to forgiî'e lus îîeighibour ;ou the coîîtrary,
hoe mwaitcd te be wefl rev'cîged, as incst of lis (I0 wiiîcn Our
brother lias ofl'ocded nis. Wlîile thluikiîg et bis reveuge, anil
aise of tlaat uaeuîataiia, %vlich îvas ]lis real spiritual dIiliiîlt%,
hoe soiiaelîeî or the other canme te the rcading of the passage- -
ho turned te the very Seripture, and read, IlIt is impalossible
laut tiial; offoîaces ivili conte, l>ît %voe ainte liiii» tbroîighli won!
tlîey coulc. If tlîy brother trespass against thce, iebîîkze himt
and ii lie repent, fergive inai and if hoe trespass agaiuat the
seven times iii a day, and seven tinties in a day tura again te
tliee sayinig, i relient, thoni slialt forgive bina."'liTe alausties,
fairly staggered svitl tlaat, said, Il We eau nover (Io it ; Lord,
anecase our faitli." Aîaa the Lord said, "I f yc hiad faitiî,
ye slaould say te this mounitaiui, Be thon rcnaoved, anal cist
jute the midst et the sea.'>" IlAhi !" said tîe mau, 'I have
got it aew : that is the ineuntaiu that ivas to lie reniovod.
0 Lord, " said lie, "'rmnove tbis anountain of liate frein iîîy
hcart, anad lîollp me to love my brother." Ho fouifad ont what
it was; lie was breught face te face wîth that spiritua. state;
he could go to Ged, and Goed rolled the mountaîn away. Ho
loved ]lis brother, and hoe bat bis mounitain. I only menationi
this as one illustration that wve aîeed te ho brotîgiat face t.)
face nith the partîcular stato before we eau sec the Ibrig(llît
liglit in the dark cloaad. Buat tie hright liglit contes ;the
darkîacss cicars up. Truc, <aver aIl ijis giory there is a
defeuce, a coering, as it is suaid, IlOver aIl tlîe giery tliere
shahl bc a coveriug for a defeuce." llow is it thore is se inuvli
similitude, se lauch ailecgory, so much figure ? Why, it is
frequciitly that it înay couceal-ujuite as trcqinently a'z thiat it
xnay rereal-in ordor tlîat the veil uaay lîaug betore the pieture
until yeu arc brouiglît iute that state iii whichi yoîî toucli the

srnwlaen up flics the cîirtain, and yeu se a elîariniiîg :ail
loeyointenance leekingouitfrein beliiîîd the curtainwhich yoaî
ceuld iaot comnpreud botoro. Set a mian who doos not kuîow
auything et ail about trutl te pareacli me a sermnî on tii,.
words, Il])cep calleta unto deep at the noise of tlay %water
spouts ; aIl thy waves aud thy bîllis have gene ever nl;.
Set a mnan wvho nover îîraycai iii bis lite, wlio nover lest a
friceal, irbo nover -%as in aîay circunstaunces of deep sorrew
and affliiction, te pireacli ou thc words "lThon hast coverad
thy face wvith a 01011(1 that îîay prayer shotidd net pas tirougla.-
But let soino terrible providence take a înan hy the sîjoulders9,
and press him down, almos4- agaiust lais li, upeua the ground,
aapon his kucos ;vlacu a great clou<l is ever bis head, ivlien lic
caunot bring lis cbild lîack te life, uviici his ifito wil not hear
hian a8 sile lies iu lier slioîl, when lie canet build luis lieuse
ajgain that wvas bureed hast niglit, when lie canet caîIl lais
brother to lifo aigain wvlo left laina three years ago, aud dicd iii
Australia; sot laina upou lais kucos tiaci, w:i na tiaick biaek
deuil oer bina, and lae is coanpclled te say, - Tacua hast
covereal tby face wîitl a eloaîd thiat îny prayer sliuld net pas
tiarougli" ;lic avili uuderstaud the meaniîag cf tlîat lamaenita-
tioni, and its relation te bis eavn state. lin t, bre tI rer, hoe
shall fiiad thiat titat cloaad, dark as it is, aîad tlacugli it liîaigs
ever laiaii for -weeks, or aoiatlas, naiv, fer years, at'hast bt-gins
te larighaten oaa the edgc first it b)righteuis on the cdge, thaci
it laccoiios liglîter aiad liglater, uaatil at lengtii lac lifts up) lus
co aiad secs tlaat tiat wiaici is glooria lias become glory, tlaat
that avhicla avas sadaaess lias taarnod ;aate gladiaoss betere lus face.

First, let nae say, fellcav.pigrimns, follow-seidiers, ave inuat
lac clacerfuîl under tlîe nighît. 'hîy oveîa iii tlîo dark îiglit,
thore are eue or two stars -aand even if tlacre are aaot oiao or
two stars, if it is aIl cloudlaiad nip thierc, and only tue tliek
iîeavy masses rolling aîid îîaarclaing ;tiaci say we with Pecter,
IMaster, it iR gond to, bo lacre." WVe a-ill pitch our tabier-

unacle under tho îaiglat, and tue aigyiat avili bo filical with
mausic. Oh ! great lis tue consolaticia tiîat cornes at iigiit.
Be clacertul becath tlao clcîad. Anal if the cloual sliould
corne in tue day tiîaae stili be chîcertul. The lIsraclite-s
lîaà the cloual ii the day. I rccolloct once kieclîng
witlî familiar f rieudlincss and love arounld tlae fanuily .'ltar of


