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NEAR PROSPLCT OF UNION.

A meeting of the Joint Committes on
Uaion tovk place at Toronto, on the 31st
July, and 15t Aagust, the result of which,
we presume, will be aleeady kuowi 10 most
of our readers. After full and frank con-
ference, all remaimng diflicalties, which, in
tiath, related rather to the wnode of expres-
sion than to any real difference, weve re-
moved, and the Committees of both
Churches unanimously accepted the sub-
joined Basis of Union, which, it will be
seen, does not materially differ from the Re-
solutions agreed to by last Synod, the six
articles being entirely the same. It was
agreed that meetings of both Syuods should
be called, 1o take place in the beginning of
October, tor the purpose of finally accept-
mg the Basis, and making necessary ar-
rangements for the consummation of the
Uawn so Jong contemplated. We rejoice
at the prospect of such a happy termina-
tion of these lonyg conuinued negotictivns,
and we coungratulate the brethren in both
Churches, who have carried on the nego-
tatns for several years with so great
abihty awd prudence, on the successful ter-
mination of therr labaors.  May the bless-
ing of God crown their efforts.  Many and
areat will be the beuefis of  Union,
Breaches and divisions will be healed,
weak congregations will be strengthened,
amd an impulse given to all the educational
and musstonary efforts of the Church. We
trust, 100, that it may be the commeuce-
ment of the work of Union, and that the
process will go on, uatil all seund Presby-

terians shall be brought together in au hon-
orable and scriptural unton.

BASIS OF UNION, AS AGREED UPON BY JOINT
CUOMMITTEES OF BuTH CHURCHES 1st
ALGUsT, 1860,

Whereas, for_the glory of God aund the
wetiare ot the Church, 1t ts desirable thata
Union should be efiected between the
« United Presbyterian Church” and the
«Preshyterian Churck of Canada,’ on such
terins as may be agreeable 1o the Word of
God, and the standaids accepted by both
Cuurches: Whereas also it is expedient
that a Basis of Union, in terms of the six
Ainticles which follow, be adopted, as a
statement of principles in regard to which
the Chusches are mutually agieed . Where-
as, besudes, it is desirable o preveng any
pussible misapprehensions in reference to
the fourth of sawd Articles, it is therefore
hereby declred, that no micrence frum that
Arucie is legitimae, which assents that the
cvil inagistrate has the right to prescribe
the faith of the Churceh, or to interfere with
ker ceclesiastical action: And it is fusther
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declared, that in regard to the pracuieal ap-
phcation of sad fourth Asticle, unapinnty
ot sentnnent 15 not requared w the unted
body, and that 1t any paticular case should
emerze, (L may.aad canoniy, be consaleted
and deternined by the Church Coutts, i
accordance wich the generad prueipies and
procedure of Presbytera Ciurches :

Be it iherefore resolved :—~

1. Of Holy Scripture.~That the Serip-
tures of the old and New Testaments, being
the spired Word of G,y are the supreme
and fufaltible rale of faith and hie.

1. Of the Subordinate Stundards,—That
the  Westminster Confession ot Fath,
with the Largzer and shoiter Catectusms,
are reeeived by this Chinrch as her subordi-
nate standards.

Jut wheteas centain sections of the said
Coafession of futh, which treat of the pow-
er or duty of the civil magistrate, have been
objected 1o, as teaching principles, adverse
both to the right of private judgment in 1e-
lizions maners, and to the prerogatives
which Chiist has vested in llis Chusch, it
is 10 be understood ; —

1. That nonterpretation or reception ol!

these sections 1s held by tins Chureh, which

would nte:fere with the fullest forbearance

as to auy difference of opinion which may‘
prevail on the question of the endowmentof

the Church by the State,

2. That no mterpretation or receplion of |
these sections is required by thus Chureh, ;
which would accord to the State any aathor-
ity 1o violate that liberty of conscience and
right of judaement which are asserted wn ¢
chap, xx. sec. 2 of the Contession; and n
accordance with the statentents of wineh,
this Chuich hulds thaw every person ought
to be at full liberty to search the Seriptures,
without let or hindrance; provided thut no one
13 0 be atiowed, under the pretext of fol-
lowing the dictates of conscience, 1o inter-
fure wath the peace and goou order of so-
ciety.

3. ‘That no interpretation or reception of
these sections 1s required by this Church
which woutd admat of any nterfercuce on
the part of the State with the spiritoal in-
dependence of the Chureh, as set forth in
chap. xxx. of the Confession.

{1, Of the Headship of Christ over the
Church.—Lhat tne Lord Jesus Chust s the
only King and Head of His Church: that
he has made her free from al external or
secular authornty in the administration of
her affurs, and that she s bound to assert
and defend this hibeny 1o the utmost, and
ought not to euter into sach clgasgeinents
withany party as would be prejudicial there-

10.

1V, Of the Headship of Christ over the
Nations, and the duty of the Civil Magis-
trate.~-That the Lord Jesus Christy as Me-
diatur, is invested with universal sovereisn-
ty, and is therefore King of Nations, and
that al! men in every capacity and relatioa
are bound 10 obey ths will as revealed m
Hi~ Word ; and particularly that the civil
magesieate (maelading under that term all
who are in any way concerned in the Le-
gisluive or Administrative action of the
State) is bonnd 1o reguinte his oificial pro-
cedure, as well as hus personal couduct, by
the revealed will of Christ.

V. uf Churck Gorvermment.—That the
systein of polity estublished in the West-

minster Form of Prestytenan Church Gov-

Pt p———— PR

ernment, in go far as it declares a plumlity
of Eiders tor each congregation, the ofiicial
equality of Presbytera, without any offices
i tue Churels superior to the sand Presby-
ters, amd the tnaty of the Claecly in a duo
suburdinativa of - smaller pant to o lacger,
and ot a larger to the whole, i3 e Guvern-
wient of tus Chuarch, and s, in the featuiey

of t herem set forth, believed by this

Chureh to be founded on and agrecable to
the Word ot God.

VI. Of Worship.—That the ordinances
of worstup shalt be admumstered 1w tins
Church, as they have heretofore been, by
the respective bodies of which it is com-
posed, in a general accordance with tho
dunections contied m the Westminster
Directory ot Worstup.

THE STATE OF TURKEY.—MASSA-
CRES OF CHRISTIANS.

The Turkish Empire is at preseat ina
most singular and anomalous  condition,
politically and morally. On one hand it is
evident that in many quarters, ind even
at Constantiople itsuif, there isa great ad-
vance m regand to rehigious toleration, and
liberality of sentiment.
years ago a copy of the Bible could nat bay,
given away, there are now hundreds of -
copies publicly sold. Where' .. depot for
the sale of the Scriptures could not havga.
been opened without danger, there is no%?f
a depository open in one of the most public”
places, and Bibles sulll not merely 1o proless-
ing Chnstians but to Turks. In some pro-
vices we read lately of thousands rejecting
Islamism and embraciuy Christionity In-
tercourse with western nations has pro-
duced its effect.  The efforts of Lord
Stratford and others, who Lave labored so
long for tie Liberalizing of public sentiment
and mfluencing the policy of the Porte,
have not been 1 vainj and we were not
without hope Britain would yet be recom-
pensed for the awful sacrifice, not merely
of means but of tloed, which she lately
made in behalf of Turkey, in secing the
fierce, and fanauc spint of Mahomedan-
ism giving way to the softening, purifying,
and clevating inflience of the Gospel.
We tiust 1t may be so st:l), and that there”
may not be the mortification of feeling tha
so much treasure has been expended, and"’
so much precious blood shed for the sake
of an mtolerant and unprugressive system.

There is no doubt, however, that the
tecent awful massacres which have tuken
place, some accounts of wiich will be
tound 10 anoitier column, Must produce a
most preyudicial effect on the prosperity of
Turkey, calculated as they are at the samo
ume to shock the feetings of Chrislians
throughout Christerdom, and call forth, not
only remonstrances, but zctive interference
on the part of all Christian Towers
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