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100 THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

vino authority we find in the Epistle of Paul to

tho Romnns, whero Pacl reasons after tins man- -

ner. It isone of those precious epecamens of
divine logic far superior to atf the logie of the
schools. ‘F'ho reasomngisilus: * For there s
no dilforence botween the Juw and the Greek,

for tho samo Lord over ull 18 rich unto all that -

call upon him for whesvever—no exception
mado, whother Jew or Greek, barbanan, Scy-
thian, bond or free, in every land=—* whososver
shall call on the namo of the name of the Lord
shall bo saved” Now, hero comes the argue
ment—* How, then, shuil they call upon Hun,
in whom they havo not belioved 2—and how
shall they believe an Him of whom they bave
not heard l—and how shall they hear without
a preachor—and how can they preach unless
they be sent 1" As itis wrtten, “ flow beauii-
ful aro tho feet of thein who preach the Gospol
of Pcace, who bring glad tidings of good things!”
Why dors the Apostle find it necessary to de-
clare 80 emphatically, that there 18 no differenco
—neither Jow nor Greek1  Becauso you must
remembor thatit was tho prevailing sentiment
among tho Jews that they, as the seed of Abra.
ham, were to be pre-eminemly distingmished 1n
tho covenant of grace 1n the Messiah's kingdom.
It was the intense persuasion of tho Jows, a2s
you must know, that some peculiar pnviluges
or prorogrtives wero to be conlerred upon them
abovo and beyond thoso that wero to be con-
ferred, whether upon Greeks or Geutiles gence-
rally.  ‘That 1s tho error which the Apog-le
Paul so continually labours to combat and over-
come. In the chapter from which I ke read
you a passage, you find this argued out i a

very pecubiar manacr, and with his own extra. |

ardmary power and emphasis. It 1s also need-
ful for us to hsten to lus arguments, because I
am grieved to say that thero are 10 the Chnstian

Churches now, 1 won’t tell you whether :tas .
America or Europe, thoso who think yust afier

the fashion of the Jews on this gubject and who
do pracucally think, and who do sometunes
pracucally say, that thero 1s a difference be-
tween the pcople at homo and the people that
are abroad in this matter—a sentiment 1n uself
utterly anti-Chnisuan, and to be denounced,
therofore, whoever may bo the author or propa-
gator. Tho Apostle Paul finding thoso senti-
ments prevalent among the Jews, aud finding
them a falsification of the Divine T'ruth, m con-
noction with the cvangelization of the world,
labours continually to combat them. The Apos-
tle does not plead with them his own apustolical
authonty, but ho turns round, and with that Di-
wvine sagacity which belonged to him, he pleads
to them the authonty of their own prophets, 1

whom they afl beheved—as inach as to say ths |

1s no now doctrine of ming, yvou will find st
throughout your own scriptures”’—and in the
chapter previous to tho chapier I have read, you
find him quouing a scntenco from I[smah, and
another from Joel, and 1t 13 upon these quota-
tions from their own prophets that he fuunded
that rcsistioss argument for sending tho Gospel
among all navons. Thore 13 no meetnz nor
answerning that, excopt by gamneaying God, and
declanng wo will not believe God. 8But wndivi-
duals may ask whatisall that tous? Al that

is very woll in arguing with Jews, but what 1s |

that to us. We havo just as much to do with 1t
as thoy have. Wo come at ouce to tho emphauc
commandment of the Lord Jesus Christ, as well

as the declarations of the old prophets, under tho |

authority of God, that the tune was coming, that
the whole world would bo cvangehized. Very

well : that 18 tho ¢nd to bo accomplished. Was |

this new cnd designed by Gud?! Nay,1t was
contomplated frum cterniiy.  And truly the sen-
timent to which utterancoe has been given. thes
night, has cheered my heart, because, I have not
beon much accustomod 10 hear it, namely, that
tho Missionary caterpriso is the greatest entess

yriso in the werld.  Grester than all enterprises |

of all nations, conaected with civil and ordinary

" affurs put together  Not only o, but it is the
enterpriso for the promenon of which the world
neelf s preseeved anbemg 1 go thay lengith,
and if nme pernntted, Teould plant my foot upon
the Bible, as upon a rack, and hold my footing
agmnst all gainsayers upon that subject.  The
world was designed for man, for man's happi-
ness, but that w connection with tho manifesta-
1 ion of God's glory.  When, then, man trans-
. greseed nnd God's glory was tarmehed, why was
| the world preserved n being?  ‘I'roly, if God
| had not a divine purpogo 1 view with regard to
. this world from all ctermty, tho world 1sell
i would Jong ago have been tlung away as of no
. moro uvse, bot tho world was preserved in being,
{ beeauce God had a purpese of merey for our lost
and fallen race. It was Ing design from all eter-
uity—trom tho wreck and rums of the fall—10
create a new world of hfe and beauty—a reno-
vated and regencrated world, and 1t 18 for the pro-
motien of that design that nearly aix thousand
years have been already added to the dusation
of this world. It is for the sako of developing
{ that plan that all the events of Providenco havo
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{ been arranged and overruled—that empres have
. indolens and the sottich and the alothful and the
. luxurious to say, * Oh let us lie and lounge and

{ nisen and empises havoe failen. It isto give em-
1 bodiment to that plan 1 a physical, tangible
| form, which nnght atterwards wn a spintual age,
t agsist the spintual faculties, that ho carried tho
| world tnrough a vast system of types, and di-
| vinely appomted cerewonics, under the law.
[

When the fulness of umo came, the purpose

was glortously mamtested by tho incarnation of

. the Son of God, and what was the shuut rused |

1 by the angels over the plawns of Bethelchem, on
i the udvent of the Pricee ot peace. What was
1t Glory of God 1n the highest, peace oneanth’
not the land of Judea, but the carth—the whole
cartl 3 and good will, not to the seed of Abra-
hain only, but good will to men. Therois a
umversality bere, * Glory to God in the highest.”
Thenpeace on earth, the whele earth—and guud-
will to men, to all men.  Tins s the desien and
tho object of the cverlasting gospel.
bringing peace into tho consciences of all guity
swmers, and by bnnging these gulty sinners
1to a stato of reconcilement with ther offended
Maker, by blotting out the scatence that was
recorded agarnst them, by conferning upon them
the new right and privilegs of risang up anto the

nzhty restoration that the good-will of a nughty

fested towards men, aad 1n tho consummation

most gloriously 1lustrated.
and object then, of thus enterprise.  Now, then,

¢ magmty mny oflice,—we must magnify our offico
1 10 conacclion with this great work, becauso the
1 work ncelf s the greatest work 1a tho wurld,
1 whether men believe it or nyu.  That does not
y matter one jotor ttle. Irit be asked then what
i have we 1o do with 1t, I put 1t again o the sim-
1 ple form—the world isto be evangelised becauso
. the Trune God has declared so. Aad whuso-
1 ever does not believe that, makes God 2 liar,
1 and 1f there be any such 1 the audience to mght,
i

selfishnees wonld have its way of setthng the
bus.ness, and would say, ley the thing be <enled
as you please,only let st be 10 a way thar will
not give me any troudle or cost mo anything, or
if it isto be done et all, Jet it be done in the
casieat way possible, the quictest way possible,
the least costly way pessible  Now there are
no hmitations of the ways or modes in which
Gad might do this, but that is pot the question.
When God taid to Arabam, “ 1 mean 1o give
you this land of Canaan,” did not Abraham be-
heve that - Yes, he did absolutely, theugh huu-
dreds of years elapsed before it was fulfilled.—
Ho hnew 1t would be, beeavse Ged said n 3
God has said anything, depend upen it, it will
be dene  He is not a blunderer ; if he has incored
the end ho has ajto 1usured ond appointed the
means.  In the case of f.rnels going to tako
possession of the land of Canaan, God had his
own appeinted way, and the appointed way was
that of employing the lsiaclites themselves as
instiuments and agents in the accomphishment
the object ; ho says it shall be done, but it shall
bo done through your ageney aund instrumen-
tality. It would have been all very well for the

sleep i our tents vpon the borders of the land
and mcanwiule, Oh God! do Thou go and by
thunder and lighing and judgments do 1he
thing forus™  Very plaasant that, for selfish-
ness Bot God i3n0t 1o be nade the ti ] of
s fishness or the enconragr of sluth, and, there-
fure, he pradtieal'y said 15 them, ** you are 10 o
i, You must pouse yonrsclves out of the old
slavish feeling that was gencrared in Egypt, you

Dwust put on the form and attitude «f men, you

higkest heaven, and uccupying the palaces of
hght provided tor them there.  And tasan thus |
. huvah may aceump.ish t.is
God, a Tn-une Jehosah 1s pie-eminently mani- |

must masifest manly cacrey, and you must go
fo:th and equip yourselves fur this groat warfare
[n so duing, deny yoursclves by encountenng
the roughness of the campaign or the bavle. Tt
18 fur yuur guud, that you should be employed as
the agonts and the imstiuments; and tjeogh the

It is by , work shall be dune, 1t shall only be accomplishe

ed throvgh your agency and instrumentality —-
Go and do what yuu are commaaded to dn—and
1 duing it, T will bless yoor cfforts, su as to sc-
cure the end” We maintain that the casois
precisely pasallel with the spiritual ente rprise of
cvangelizing the heathen,  Christ has declared
that the wurld shall be evangelized  Itis vain
fur us te speculate Low the omeipotence of Jo

The oa'y questivn
for the behever is—* Hag fe himsclf appeinted

. and ordained the means and method 7’ Yes,

of which the glory of the Tnune Jchovah 1s .
That 1s the end |

fricnds and brethiren, as the Apostle said, I must |

I havo no argument with nm; T haand you over |

to himself, go and confront hun. He will meet
; you, go and put on your panuply aud face tho

He bas,  Christ zumimoned to Him his disciples,
representing the Christian Chureh, and He tells
them—+ The ¢rd of subjugating the naiiuns, and
bringing them into willing obedience to me the.r
Head and King, i3 1o be accomplished—but it is
to you eutnmitit You must go and do i, @
commission yon tudo it, and in the duing -fit,1
shall bo with you, Tt is not that I need your
scrvices, I could do withuut yen, but it would be
worse fur You. itis yourbenefit I desire™ It is
nut therefure, 8 mere madter of cumpassivn to
the poor penshing heathen, though that is oue of
the chief elements in the Mistionary cause, but it
15 & matter of prvilege to the churches them-
selves that they are thus constituted the warriors
in this mmighty cuntest.  But are there not indi-
viduals aud even churches, who in their selfish-

. Almighty.  The wor.d then s to be evangehsed. | ness would practically turn round andsay to the

moment.
+  'The next queston s, how 1s the world to bo

No man who beiteves God can doubt that for 2 | Lord Jesus Chiist, © It may be that the end shall

be accomplished. If thou hast said it, we be-
hieve it, but, vh Lord, save vs from the troudle,

_cvangehised.  Now there are speculators in the | tho anaiety, aud scif-denial that would be need-

 with them n all lands. But the quesuon re-
toras, How s the world 10 bo cvangelisedl 1
, merely say that 1113 not left for human specula-
tion to seitle thus point ; nor s 1t left for eeifish-
. ness to settle this pont.  Iuwr an specerlation
; may thiok 1t ought to be donc this way, that

way, or tho other way. But where isths end of

|
|

world i abundance. We have cnough o do |, ful 1¥we had to gotu duit. If there bo any in

that mind, we have no hesitation in saying they
are fighting against God and against tieir own
mereios, and against blessings to their own suuls.
They aro pracically acling as if they said, « Oh,
Lord, truly thy glory which was meant to shine
through all the carth, has been praciically obili-
terated, instead of thy glory it is the power of

« such dreamings? 1don't know. Then, again, the_prince of darkness shining forth, for be has




