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selves by the standand of the =ancinary, the works of tho flesh aro ¢on-
trasted with the fruits of the Spirit.  In tho last chapter, we have chicfly
a discuscion of the manner in which our dutics should be discharaed to
onr follow Christiang and nnother exhoniation 10 stedfastnoss in Chris.
tian doctrine.  Among the most important of these reneral directions,
is tho manner in which we ghould treat a fallen brother.  Brethron,if a
man bo overtaken in a fault, yo who are spiritual, reatore snch an ona in
the apirit of meeknesz * where the word vestore, means to set a gunt
that haa been dislocated.  ‘This injunetion implica that believers aro
memhers of Christ’s mystical bady, and that when they full through the
foree of temptatinn, or the power of indwelling corruption, it is like tho
dislacation of a jaint in the human borly, which must bo carofully set.

‘The chief doctrine in this cpistle, the deetring of justification by faith
alone in the merits of Christ, is more fully illustrated in the epistle totho
Romanz  Dut this epiatle ia not a merely condensed repatition of the
chief arguments and illustrations used in the epistlo to the Rumans. It
exhibits tho candinal doctrine of the gospel—the articlo of a standing or
of a falling Chureh in an independent point of light 3 and demonatrates
that it cannot co-exist with other principles, any moro than Jehovah can
bo worshipped with other goda; but that it must reign without an equal
or & rival in the heart, and control the conduct. Wo havo also cape-
cially a development of the relation in which man stands to God as a
890, by faith in Christ Jesus ; and that the boliover conscquently yiolds
obedionce to tho Jaw of God, not trom a slavish dread of punishment,
but from a epirit of filial regard ; and in this respeet, tho epistlo 1o the
Galatians, in an c3sotial point of doetrine, complotes that to the Ro-
mans. ‘This cpistle is also of poculiar value, inasmuch as it affords us a
dovolopment of tho apostle's strong feclings and ardent temperament,
and thus cnables us to form a botter estimate of hig character.  Rijckert
describes this peenliarity in the following appropriate language . « Otler
cpistles also do this—for example, tho episties to tho Thessalonians, to
the Philippians, to Philemian, and eapeeially to the Corinthians, But
onr cpistle doca 80 in a much more cgpecial manner. With the com-
munities in Thessilonica and Philippi, as well as with Philemon, he
stood in friendly relations, and, when we read these cpistles, we find
ouraclves wonderfully quickened by the spirit of fove aud tenderness that
poervades them. With the Corinthiang he hiad a reason to bo dissatis.
fied ; and we see even in that dissatisfaction lovo proclaiming itself
amid the gentle and holy earnestness which he employed.  Dut nowhero
did ho 80 cnergetically exert himzelf as among the Galatians. Tlen
his pereon was deeply injured ; his moral charaeter was severely calum-
minated ; his apostolic autherity had been as good as destroyed, and his
sacred work, tho dearcst object of all his labors and cfforts, had been
brought to tho rcign of ruin.  Then wo sco him making the greatest ex-
ertions; we sco tho atrength of his feelings 3 wa seo the natural warmth
of his disposition, while the bursting forth of his cmotions caanot be
concealed. But even in this point of view, how great and worthy of re-
speet docs ho stand beforo us!  How strikingly docs the whole epistle
prove that it was not written folfimeell, but forea sacred objeet!  ITow
sincero the love that hio manifests to his wayward children ; how great
the inclination to furgive and forget all, would they only return to a
sonse of duty ; how heartily docs ho extond thohand of fellowship ; and
how powerfully doca ho feel impelled to do every thing possible, if it
could bo accomplizhed, that Christ might ultimately find a placo among
them.”

TRANSLATION OF fAI}.}:lI‘lggi COMMENTARY ON

Cuarrer I.

Verse 7. That the trinl of your faith, being muck more precions than
of gold that perisheth, thangh it be tried witk fire, might be found
unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.

8. Whom having not scen, ye love ; in whom, thouzh now ye sce kam
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of gloyy ;
9, Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

7. More precious than gold. Tho argument is from tho lesa to the
greator.  For, il wo esteem gold, which is 2 corruptiblemetal, so highly,
that wo will havo it tried with fire, in order that its valae among us may
stand ; what wonder is it, if God demands tho same trial of faith, when
it is a thing of such exccllence withIlim.  But although the words have
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a different meaning, yot the Apostlo compares faith to gold, and pro-
nounces it nore precious, that ho may thenee conclude that it is worthy
of being well tricd. Marcover it is uneertain to what extent hn applics
the verb fo try, and the noun frial, sinco in two different ways is gold
tried with fire, to wit, when it is purified front thodross 5 and, when thoy
Judgo of ste purity,  Both modes of trial agree very well with faith, For
wiile there are in us many dregs of unbelief, so long are we roasted, as
it were, 1 the furnaco of God, and the dross of our (aith purged away,
that st may appear pure and bnght beforo God. At the samo timo a
trial of onr faith 1s made, whether it 18 truo or pretended. T willingly
accept both forms of trial 3 and of this purpart is that which immediately
follows, *For as its own excellenco is not aseribed to silver before it is
punfied s so tho Apostle declares that our faith will be honorably cs-
teemed and crowned by God, enly when at has been well tried.

At the rexelation of Jesus Christ,  ‘This is added that the faithful
may learn to suspend their hopes even to the Jast day.  For now our lifo
is concealed 1n Christ, and will lio hid, eatombed as it were, until ho
appear from heaven ; and the whole course of our lifo tends to the de-
struction of the outward man; and whatever things we suffer at present,
aro but tho prelude, as it were, of death,  Thercfore, it is necessary that
wo turn our oyes to Christ, if wo wish to hehold glory and praiso in af-
flictiong : for trials in us aro full of roproach and shame, while in Christ
they are glorious ; hut that glory is not yet fully beheld in him, becauso
tho day of consolation (revelation ?) is not yet arrived,

8. Whom havinz not seen. Tho apostle makes two assortions, to wit.
that they love Christ whom thoy havo not seen ; and, that they belicve
in him thongh they behold him not.  But the formor assertion springs
from the latter. For tho eauso of lovo is faith~not only becauso a
knowledgo ‘of tho henefits which Christ has bestowed on us, leads
us to love him in retors, but alse beeauso he draws ug to himself by be-
stowing upon us perfoct happinese.  Tlio apostls thereforo praises tho
Jowish Chnistiang, boeauso they behievo in Christ whom they do not be-
hiold, in order that they may vefleet that the very naturo of taith is to
rest satisfied with blessings which are lidden from the view ; for of this
very thing they had some expetienco,. althovgh ho rather instructs them
by praising them.  And ting is tho first part in order of tho statement—
that faith is not to he measured by sight.  For when the lifs of Christians
1 wretched in outward appearance, unless their happiness were placed
in hope, they would forthwith fall away. And faith has indced ita own
oyes, even thoso which enter inta the invisible kingdom of God, and
which are satisfied by the glass of the word.  Ttistho evidence of things
not seen, as it is csteemed in the epistle to tho Hebrews (xi. 1.)  Where-
fore the saying of Paul (2 Cor. v. 6,) is true. that we are absent from tho
Lord so Jong as we are confined in the flesh; for we walk by faith and
not by sight.  The sccond part of tho statement is, that fuith is not cald,
inactive knowledge, hut such as inflames our hearts with the love of
Christ. For neither (as the sophists wrangle) docs faith lay hold of God
in a confused aud intricate manner, for this wero to wander through
pathless crrors, but has Christ for its object. Besides it seizes not on tho
bare name, or tho mero cssence of Christ 5 but considers what he is to
us, and what blessings ho brings us; for it cannot but be, that & man’s
affectiongaro carried away by that on which he hasplaced his happinesss
according to the saying (Mat. vi. 2L) where your treasurc is, there will
your heart be also,

Ye rejoice.  Again ho scts forth that fruit of faith which ho had for-
merly mentioned, and not without causo ; for this blessing is unoxampled,
beeause not only aro tho conscicnces of christians thereby pacified before
God, but they indeed rejoice scenrely in the hopo of cternal lifo. o
ealls it, morcover, joy unspeakable ; beeauso tho peace of God surpasscs
all undorstanding.  Full of glary, which he adds, may bo exphined i
two ways, cither that it denotes spleadid and glorious, or, that it is
opposcd to vain and fleeting, to that of which men soon becomo ashamed.
‘Thus understood, full of glory will havo tho same force as Sfirm and
steadfust, and out of danger of fuilure, Thoso who aro not by this joy
exalted above tho heavens,so that, being satisficd with Chyist alone, they
can despizo the world, do in vain boast that they have faith.

9. Recciving the eni of your faith, The apostlo sets before the faith-
ful that to which they ought to direct all the puwers of their minds, to
wit, to their overlasting salvation  For this world holds out affections

ensnared in its pleasurcs: indecd this life and whatever belonas to y
L] i .



