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GEIRISTIAL  BANNER.

“1fany man epeak, let him speck as the oracles of God *
& This is luve, thut we walk aftes his commandmens.”

. YOL. VIL CQBOURG, NOVEMBER, 1853. NO.11L

CHRISTIAX UNION.

[Feom the Christian Bapsist.]

Normine can reconzile the differaut seets in religion to relinquish
their sectarian names aud crecds for the name of christian and the
word of (God, but a cicar proof that their names and creeds are not
ouly unseriptural, but are subversive of the christian character, and
in their consequences )revent the vorld from believing in Jesus
Christ. In former cssays I bave showan, in some degree, the truth
of these things, and f{eel surc that cvery tender-hearted christian
eannot fail to feel much affected by such considerations.

I prorised, in my last essay, to give a short account of the
origiu of creedsas distinguished from the word of God in the gospel.
This I do, the more cffeetually. to evinee the deception that is prac-
tised upen the world aund the dulusion under which it labors on this
subject.

The first ereed of which we are informed. as distinguished from
& the faith which was once delivered to the saints” is presented to va
under the imposing but false title of * The Apostle’s Creed,” which
is 50 often repeated by the Roman Catholics and the Episcopalians as

. of divine origin.  Dupin, in his Eeclesiastical History of the first
; century, than whom = more correct and impartial historian lhas not

lived, thoagh of Cathulic profession, makes it abundantly evident that
thig creed was not compased by the apostles.  Saint Jerome says that
the faith of the e¢resd was an apastolic tradition, and was not written
on paper by the apastles. - The fathers of the three first ages”
Dupin obscrves, ~ disputing with hereties, do not pretend to say that
the oreed was composad by the apastles, but that the dootrine eom-

_ prised in the creed is that of the apostles” « We find,”® he farther

remarks, » in the sccoad and third azes of the church as many creeds
as authors, and the sum: author scts the oreed down afier a different
manner in several plac.s of hisworks, whioh plainly shows that there
was not then any cieed that was roputed io be the apostles, nor cven
any reputed or established ~form of faith emoept that which was
written in the word of God. St Jerome exbibits two different oreeds,
and Tertullian 1nade use of three different oreeds in three several

. places; all of whizh orzokzare diffsrent frora the Vulgate.” So much

for the origin of the st erced, which is rung upon all the changes so
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