
Easieride.

ciples tliat wvith tliei hie mlight eat the Passover, ,Illd once mlore cowUlsel aiud
bless theni before lie die(l. Vien followed the quiet utidiýn-Igt w'alk over the
Kedroii, the mysterious agouy ini Gethseniane, the base betrayal, the cowardly
flifflit, of the disciples, the arraigunent before Pilate, and the unjust cneia
tion ;-upon02 these points we wvil1 not d-well, but liasteil to the final scelle.

Lt was yet carly iii the nioraing wlien. the Romanii soldiers proceeded to
exermite Pilate's sentence. The ineek sufflèrer is led forth «'<as a lanib to ttc
slaiughIter," butt not ozie of ail his chosex folloNvers stands beside liii to nerve
his sotil for the final strugg-le. Ie imust trezid "ý the wie-press ai-Ille, aknd (-f
the people there" niust be <'nouie to hcelp." A few of the "daughters ot'Jerui-
salent " -wcep tears of wonîanil syinpathy as the Saviour bows benleith flu2e
heavy bur-deit -of? the cross ; but belinid and aroiimd liiii swells and surges, a
fierce multitudIe in. whose breasts dwells no pity. Aîuong theniprhce

are, mny wlho, ortly a feu, diay3s Ijefore, crued " hfosannahLl to the Soli of Dav'id4'
but who, now, witli -a inob's %voiîted ficklexuess, clamor fiercel y l'or his blooid.
Passiîîg out of the city, probably ttiroughi tlie 1)aniasc gate, they reachi at
Last the place of execuition. H-ere the terrible prelinîiwiries are soozi arraniged,
and betw'een. two titieves Jesus is 1,1lifted up " a spectacle to ieaven, earth, and
biell.

SINOwy and sadly the lueurs pass by, and still the multitude, as tîzougli
held by soute terrible faiscinationu, liniger -,roiiid Calvary. The Romlait soldiers,
familial: witli scenes of cruelty and blcod, keep) their w'atch, u'xmioved eithier
by anger or by pity, and, wvhile the meek stir)er lzangs bkceding in. mnodal
pain, procee(t to part lus gý1,arments aniong tliernselves. A fewv faithful. womien,
with. the beloved disciple, (lrawn. thither býy the love thiat is stronger tlîan.
death, w'eep in bitter aiiguish. at the cross; but the multitude still fling their
cruel taillts at flec uneollnplaiinge sufferer, wvhile the priests w~ho have coin-
passed bis death niockingly exclaini: "Uce saved othiers, himiself lie Canot
save 1 " But "ftue t.riumphing of the wicked is short." E ven while the tauint
is beixxg uttered the w~ords (fie iîi3oI tiueir lips; for siîddeuly the orb of day
w'ithdraws bis lighlt, and a d-arkuess, terrible as the frowln of Jehlovahi, setties
dowii uplon the scene. The taunts are silent iiîow, and the boldest heart, q1laihi
auxid tlue supernatural. gloonm. No word is poevrybreath is luushied,
and ten thousand heafts l-ive i.,most ceasedl te beat. Three hours pass, and
still the multitude stand inotionless, while every eye is fixed, asb a spei,
where the dira outline of the central cross ean be taint1y traced thirough the
darknless. Perhaps oni witiiessing" this prodigy the hopes of the disciples (sorue
of -%vlioiin behield the scelle afir of!) revived, regardiug it as, the first of a series
of wonders whieh. would end ln the-, triiphaut descent of Jestts froin the
cross. If such were their hiopes they were doomed to disappointmient, for
Jesus grives no sigu, and the hicurs pass silently and heavily as beflore. But,
just, as the intli heur is reached, stiddeiily the body of the sufl'erer is seeil te
muove; the languid head is raised ini coxzscious rnajesty; tlie veice, wvhich ail
suipposed 'vas hiushed lu the silence of death, riugset,-la, loud, triumphi-
ajit,-startliiug tue spell-bouiid multitude like the tramp eof doom:

"h IS FINISIIED 1"


