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2’ EFORE the Vatican
\ couneil was held there |
were certain vivi Coth- |
olici who wereof opin- |
jon that only those
truths are of faith to
be held which  have
bheen defined by the
& chureh, and that there- [
fore he who rejected the papal infallibility |
was sound in Catholie belief,  MeMaster |
showed this opinion to be erroneous, * A
man,” said he, * stealsa large sumof money |
from his neighbor,  Now is that man no |
thief so longas the court has not pronounced |
him guilty of theft 7" ‘
Jesus Christ has revealed to his ehiureh |
a certain number of truths,  She knows
what those truths are.  She has always be-
lieved and taught them as revealed truths,
¢ Every revealed truth,” says Cardinal
Manning, * is definite and precise ; never-
theless all are not defined ; but the church
detined many of these truths in precise
terms only when it was fit or necessary to
do so: and this fitness, or necessity, arose
when a revealed truth was obscured, or con-
tested, or denied out of vineible or invin.
eible ignorance. Those who, out of invine
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| Any one,

¢ible ignorance, denied certain revealed
truths, were excused from heresy until the
chureh delivered them  trom the ignorve
ance of these truths by declaring and des
tining them in precise terms,  The definis
tion. however, adds nothing to its intrinsie
certainty, for this is derived from divine
revelation : the definition adds only the exs
trinsie certainty ot universal promulgation
by the doetrinal authority of the church,
imposing abligation upon all the faithful,”

No doubt Luther, Calvin, and other heres
siarehs of the sixteenth eentury were ¢ons
sidered by the ehureh as hereties even hes
fore she had defined those truths which were
denied by those impious men: and those

! denied truthis were articles of faith, and hes

lieved as sueh just as tirmly before as aftee
their detinition by the Couneil of Trent,
« 8o, in like manner,” says Cardinal Manne
ing. “the existenee of God has always heen

fan articie of faith, and yet it was detined,

ouly a few years ago, in the Vatican Coun-
eil. Henee, all those truths are articles of
faith, which are taught by the church as
revealed traths, no matter, whether or not
they are detined,  For instanee, the church
teaches the Assumption of the Blessed
Mother of God, body and soul, into heaven,
in the institution of the feast of the Assume
ption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in her
ofice and holy mass of this feast, as clearly
as she could teach it by defining this truth,
therefore, who knows that the
chureh teaches a truth as revealed, is hound
in conscience to believe it as an article of
faith: if he does not so believe it, he is a
heretice before God, == Vat, Corne, hy CARD=
INAL MANNING,

Any one, therefore, who, before the Vati
ean Council, sufficiently knew that the
chureh has ever, from the heginning, bee
lieved the pope to be infallible in matters
of faith and morals, was bound in cons
science to believe this truth, Hence Leo
X111, in his encyelical letter of January
10th, 1890, says:

“1n fixing the limite of obedience, let
none imagine that the authority of the
bishops, and especially of the Roman Pontiff
is only to be n-slwcw(* in mattersof dogma,
the obstinate rejection of which cannot be
distinguished from the crime of heresy,
Nor is it by any means sufticient that a sine
cere and firm assent be given to the teach-
ing delivered by the church, which, though
not detined by solemn Act nevertheless, by
common and universal consent, believed as




