THE

Vor. 1II.

DIOCESE OF QUEBEC.
Cimnevran To rur Misstovanes or e Socusry vor e Pro.
PAGATION O THE GosrEL AND siE Councn=\Wanbiss s
anete Misstons, Wity i Thoctsn o QUEREC,

Quenkre, 10k November, 1552,

Rev. Sie axp Gexrneuns,—I received some time ago a
communication from the Seeretary of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel, informing me of the vesult of
certain deliberations of the Finance Committee of that So- |
ciety, which, as the Sceretry states, had reference to ¢ its |
expenditure in the older Colonies, that is, mainly, the Dio-
ceses of British North America”  And he gives me to under-
stand that the Society being disposed 10 accede to the recom-
mendations of the Committee, (subject to any modifications
which, at the suggestion of the Colonial Bishops or otherwise, it
may be scen expudicnt to adopt,) we may now cansider as ripe ‘
for exccution a project, for which as we have long had notice of'it,
and o a partial extent, have founded upon it some of our armnge-
ments of late years, within the Diocese, we cannot picad that we
are unprepared,—a definite project for the gradual reduction
and uliimate extinction of that expenditure, as made from home.

Such a measure as this, therefore, is to be regarded as actually
in full train 3 and although the Society will, of course, preserve
untouched the interests of individual Missionaries, and is not pre-
paved, as T apprehend, to impose prospectively, any precise limita-
tion upon the exercise of its bounty in helping to meet the new
exigencies of progressive settlement in the country, yet with re-
ference both to all existing and to all future Missions, the Socicty !
has announced its desire to limit its assistance henceforward, <in !
all cases, to a specified tae.?

It is evident, theretore that the crisis has arrived in which the ’
Colonists are called upon to make theirown resources for the sup-
port of their Religion, available to the utmost possible extent. 1 |
am well aware—no person can have beuer apportmnitics of being ¢
go—that in many of the Missionsof this Divcese, beyond almost '
any otherin the Colonics, the amount which the people can con-
tribute towards the support of their Minister, is very incensider-
able, and in some iustances so trifling, as scarcely 1o be felt in the !
form of addition to his humble stipend.  But be it Jittle or much
which they can do, the wmaxim must be practically recognized, the !
habit must be cultivated, the rule must be enforced (and this ks |
been dane with success in some very poor and what had been con- l
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sidered unprowmising plices among oursclves,) that they who son
unto them spivitual things shall be suffered to reap of their
carnal things ; and this tor three especial reasons :

1. That it is a duty iying upon Christians, which is clearly laid
down in the Word of God, iand ought 10 he regarded as not only a
duty but a privilege: 2. Thattie Socicty which, under Ged,
has been the parent and nurse of the Colonial Church, feels it to
be a duty on it on side, while serving the cause of his Church
upon earth, to apporfion its help according to the disposition ma-
mfested by the recipients 10 make a return of fruit—~remembering
it to be adectared principic of the Divine procoedings themsclves, |
that from him that hath not, shall be taken away cven that i
which he hath ; and 3. That since it appears to be contemplated !
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10 allot, from time to time, a certain sum and no wore, to the whole
Diocese, the greatest vigilance and eare must he exercised that no
portion shall be denied the blessing ot religious miniztrations,
beeanse the means which wight help that portien are absorbed in
places from which something might be spared which has been
made chargeable upon the general fund.

The details of all the arrangements here in question, T am not
now in a position to furnish.  "Fhie plan of operations has not
bicen finally digested, and the communications passing upon the
subject, between the Socicty and myself; have nat been brought
to theiv cloxe.  But I have judged it best to apprize you without
los< of time, of whatis in contemplation ; and there ave certain
points of a practieal kind, which (admitting the possibility of' spe-
cial eases of exception,) are capable of by immediately carried
out, within the Mizssions themzelves, and to which [ takethe liberty
accordingly, of dirccting your attention at once.

1. Thatinevery Missionwhere ithas not yet been done,a glebe,
varying in extent according to circumstances, but in no case less
than 50 acres, should be acquired towards the future maintenance
of the incumbent, and vested in him and his succcssnrs,n{:cordmg
ta the provisions of the Church Temporalities Act, (6 Vie., cap.
32, See. 16.) 1 think that no vacaney should be filled up which
may be created by the death or removal of the Missionary, till
this and the next following condition shall have been complied
with ; and to obviate the efiects ol too sudden a1 cull upon the peo-
ple in this way, preparation should be made before-hand for the
contingency here indicated. .

2. ‘Ihat’a Parsonage-house, (wherever there is none already
provided,) should he erceted, and vested in like manner as the
slehe,—the same to be completed within a specificd time; and
that in the mean time, suitable and sulficient sccommodation for
the Missionary should be provided, frec of charge, by the con-
gregation. ’ .

3. That a monthly Offertory-collection for a general Missionary
fund should be established in ail the Missions.

4. That a return shoull he prepared in ail the Missions, of the
amount (if any,) received for pew-rents, and the purposes to
which it is applicd, together with a statement of the prospect
which may exist of its augmentation, and the extent to which it
can be made applicable towards the support of the Ministry, or
the formation of an accumulating fund for that object,

5. That in places already enjoying the benefit, through the
baunty of the Socicty, of a glehe or Parsonage-hotse, or hox!n, a
propostionable addinon should be Lioked for, to their contributions
under the heads No. 3 and 4.

1t nay be proper, in order to your heing better enabled to set
befure the people the claim which the Society has upon their
thankfulness, and the additienal call which, from this very
consideration, presents itsclf for some new and  systematic
movement to raisc means within the Missions for the benefit
of the Church, that T should here exhibit the particulars of
what the Society has heen latterly doing and is actually doing for
us. The statement refers to the whole of Lower Canada, in
which the Clerzy Reserves fund is a common fund for the benefit
of hoth Dioceses. .

The Clergy Reserves fund is placed by an Imperial Statute
under the contro! of the Society, constituting, however, but a small



