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EXTRACTS FROM HOWE ON CHRISTIAN
UNION, 1678 :=——No. 1.
CoxmxuxicaTED BY Q. Q. Prckerivg.

That it is the work of Gud's uwu Spirit to effect such
an union, and consequently that when it shall be
generally poured forth such an union must be real-
ized; this is typically represented by the precious
ointrentshed upon \aron, diffuscd upon his garments;
referring doubtless to the anvinting of the Holy |
Ghost eminently, and inthe first place upon our Lord
Jesus Christ, and thence diffused to all the members
of his Body—the Church. Ilence also the uaity in
what degree soever it doth obtain is called the unity

- of the Spirif; and Christians also because of its un-
speakable importance, and the dangers attending the
breach of it are admonished to endeavor to meintun

" it in the bond of peace. That also which is the sub-

ject of such an union is the habitation of the in-

dwelling Spirit, which implies that it hath great in-

fiuence on this union, that where it dwells among alt)
living Christians there cannot but be sume union |

the main and principal things, they having 2ll come
ag lively stones unto the living and chief corner stone,
and compacted into an habitation of God through the
* Spirit, all st :h are of the Church of God, and there-
. fore should 1 e recognised as such, for we arc all one
in Christ Jesus: and further, the very cause of tius
_ union amongst Christians, so far as it does prevaul,
is the oneness of the Spirit who dwells everywherein
- them all for this very end and purpose, for there 1s
one Body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope of your calling. The reason why the mem-
 bers of the Body though many are yet but one
Body is, becnuse by the one Spirit they are all Bap-
tised into one Body, and have been made to drink
into one Spirit : as if it had been said you are so lit-

tlo onc upon any other account, that only as onre

Spirit hath diffused itself amon , you and cemented
you together will this desirable object be obtained—
without this the Body of Christ would be no more
one than a rope of sand ; there would be no cohesion
of parts; for the parts of i man's body, as the parts
of the Church, are in a continual flux, there is a
continual wear and waste, a constant succession of
new parte to make up for those which have passed
away, and yet there is but one man still, because he
hath still but one soul. So also is the Church one
and the same thing because it hath one Spirit; and
as it is the office and business of the svul to animate
and enliven the body in its several parts, which it
can only do by retaining them in uaion with itself
and one another; the case is manifestly so here as
the members of the body share its privileges in com-
munity, as for instance that of pcace and the Com-
munion which itincludes. So saith the Apostle, ye are
called into one Body ; or speaking ofthe peace of God
he says—to which also ye are called ih one Body,
the Spirit doth not animate, but as it unites this
nlainly argues it to be the work of the Spirit to effect
and maintain this union; you know the rest of the
world are divided about lilessedness, or wherein the
chief good consists; there are no less than two hun-
dred and eighty-cight opinions amung the Heathens
about it now, how come all sincere Christians to
agree in this—to hope for blessedness all in one thing
in that state of life and glory that is hereafter to be
enjoyed, and that they all, in all times of the world,
should have met in the same one hope of their cal-
ling; all this must be owing to one cause—must
proceed from one principle; they have all one faith
arc all of one religion; as to its essentials all come
under oue title, all give up and devote themselves
under the bond of God’s covenant—are the children

of God by faith, and the one God and Father of all;
in this all sincere Christians meet, and how come
they so to mect? By chance? No, certainly not.
But by one designing cause that worked them all one



