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LESSOMS FROM UIFE OF BR. DIIALMERS.
When Dr. Chalmers was a yonng minis-

ter in charge of the parish of Eilmany, hoe
spent 1ive days of every iveek teaching in
St. Andrew's, witli great popularity ond
succcss. The work of his parish ho dis-
charged to bis own satisfaction in two days
of avery week-Saturday and the Sabbatli
day. About this time the questioni of
depluralities"» waa before the church.-.
Those who, entertained, adequate .viowvs of
the ministerial wverk xnaintained, that mon
wbo hail taken upon them the cmr of souls
ihould not embarrass themselves with any
other engagements. Dr. Chalmors ontercd
loto the dispute with charactorlstic zeal, and
pnblishcd a pamphlet, in which ho says:-
diThe author of this pamphlet eau assert,
from what is to, him the highiest authority,
-the authority of his own experionco-
that aftcr the satisfactory diseharge of his
parish dutics, a minister may onjoy five
days li the wcok of uninterrupted leisuro
for the prosecution of any science ini which
his tastes may dispose hlm to engag-e."

About 1825, the question of "11pluralities"
mes bofore the General .Assembly. The
-views of Dr. Chairnors had undergone a
total change since the tirne ho wrote the
pamphlet in Xilmany. Ho ivas opposed. to
1'pluxalities,»" and maintainod that the care
of euls should engross the whole of a i
tistcr's dine. One of the "«Moderatos "
quoted the deelarations of the pamphlet
agmist Dr. Chaliners ; and the great mn
QUered frQnl tbe fulnoss of his ]hoart au, ira-
passionod jr<çcantaslon of the sentiments
ptiblshed twenty 3'caxs hofore z-"1 I nowv

confess my8eif te, have boom gailty, of a
heinous crime, and I now stand a repentant
culprit before the bar of this venerable
Assembly. The circumstances attending
the publication of my pamphlet wvero, short-
ly, as follows : As far back as twenty years
ago, I was ambitions enough te aspire to,
hoe successor te, Professor Playfair in the
mathematicai chair of the University of
Ediuburgh. During the discussions that
thon took place, it was stated that ne per-
son conld hoe found composent te discîxarge
the duties of the matîtematical chair among
the clergymen of the Church of Scotlaud.
1 was as that timo more devoted se, mathe-
maties tban to, the literature of my profes-
sion, and feeling grieved and indignant at
what 1 conceivedl an undue refletion on
the abilities and education of our elergy, 1
came forward with that pamphlet se rese
thcm from what I deemed .an nnmerlted
rcproach, by inaintaîning that a devotedl
and exclusive attention 5<> the study of
mashomnaties was not dissonant to the pro-
por habits of a clergyman~. .Alua, Sir, so 1
thought; in my igaorance and pride! I
bave now ne rosorve in saying that the
sentiment was wrong, and in the nuterance
of is I ponned wbat waa Mest; outragcOnsly
wrong. Strangoly blindgd that 1 was 1
Whist, Sir, is the objent of mathomatical
science ? Mag4itutde and th~e proportions of
rnagnitudq. uat; thon> Sir, Ihind forgotten
two magnitudes. I thought.notof the lit-
ileness of time, 1 recklcssly thought net; of
the groxatnes of e;ernity,,

Thid is a truly noble spectaole j a gteAt
mans retraçtilig 50 ful J.My<~h


