it was plain to Merridew that his echeme
for keeping the grass widower from dissi-
ppation had failed. Hennessy had forgot-
ten about the chess engagement, or, if he
had remembered it, had not scrupled to
break ir.

Merridew felt incensed. He solaced him-
self with Heunessy’'s cigars and whisky
and waited on, determined to give Hennes-
sy his opicion of him. and to claim the
half sovereign as fair forfeit ander the
terms of the invitation.

At twelve o’clock he decided to wait no
longer. The servant had gone to bed, and
instead of leaving a note, he leftia ‘booby
-trap’ over the door of the dining room,
rightly conjecturing that when Hennessey
found bis hat driven down over his eyes hy
Webster's dictionary, he Jwould remember
his eugagewment. Merridew felt  rather
ashamed of the booby-trap, us being a

stale and somewhat puerlie joke, but for
the mowment he was too & eepy ard annoy-
el to pln a better. Tuspiration comes
when least souglt, however. When he
opened the front door a much better idea
for getting even oceurred to Lim. A
heavy, mensured tread wnas approaching
along the pavement which there was no
uiistaking  Merrilew left the door open

aud strolled down to the gate as if_ he were

tuking a breath of fresh air befure going
tobed
He the policemnn good evening and

atter chitting with hina for a few minn
tes, asked him if Ye wonld mind keeping
a spocial watch on the bouse, as he, Merri

dew wel 1a rough looki

prowling about earier in the evening. The
=aitd that anybn o might

1s¢ wus abready nl !

Merridew, to keep  him p

i a glss of  Hannes

exrra stiff

eman contin ied  his beat, ant
Merridew, instead of going home, turned
back into the house.  He shot the bolt and
put ont the gas, #ud then erept upstairs t

Hennessey's dressing voom which looked
over the front garden

One o'clock came, and with it a few pass
ers by from the last train Ihe parden
Merridew looking

gate clickd and
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through the half closed window—the dress-
ing room was in darkness-saw a wan
walk unsteadily up to the path. It was
Hennessy. 1

After five minutes fumbling he managed
to get his key in the keyhole, and nttered
an exclamation of ‘triumph. On finding
that the door was boltad, he changed his
note, and Merridew shook with laughter,

He shook the door fiercely, but there
was no disgnising that he was locked out.

He vtumwbled over the Hower bed and
went round the corner of the nouse to the
scallery window It was about six feet
from the ground and abont two feet sqanie
but by stunding oun an inverted Hower pot
and going through a kind of acrobatic
performance, it was po-sible for a man very
wmuch in esrnest to get throngh. Hennet
sey had done so before when the servant
girl had absent mindediy bolted him out

aud had bragged aboat the feat after-

wards. Hennessy, as<1  hvae said, was
one of those men whe can do anything,
from getting throngh windows to riding
horses  whichh  cirons riders  refuse  to
monut

was ball in and
half oat of the winodw when he was seiz

On this occasion he

ed (rom behind and hanled down into a
potaro bed

Giot you this  tiwe said  the police
st the all wil

you going to

‘Go away, yo1  blockhead said  Hen-

nessy Hercely I'his = my own hoose
and 1've been lovked ont

A you v iid the policewan
with 1nering sa 1~

Cowe alony m 1 Ited in
That'll make it « p. it
[ mggling

Having convineed Her
Nessy Teiie feelings by cursing  the
policeman 1 s exh H

had a good mlary. and vy the time
ul fin

was exhan-ted too. He told Heunessy t

he h I the policewman’s patience

ome slong and proceeded to tail him
towards the garden

the toxer




