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places of sepultnre for their dead babies ; a hole was cut
with a tomahawk iuto tho hollow, tho body was then
pushed 1, and the holo filled with sticks, which was the
only monument thewr art could supply
tho hollow trunks are often sawed into lengths of from
two to four feet, which rr¢ then liho barrels without
heads, and are uscd as *fash leaches,” dog kennels, hen
aad goose nests, and wany ather of the requirements of &
backwoods farm  In the forest, the hollow bassawood
affords shelter to wild animals, such as the bear, lynx,
racoon, fisher, porcpine, and squirrel  Basswood ranges
from the Middle dtates to north of the Saskatchewan
plains,

Xanthoxylum Americanum, PRICKLY AsH.—-A prickly
shrab, from tvo tv mix fect lugh, of npnght, dente and
graceful habit.  The tlowers, which are yellowish green,
appear with the leaves in spring  This is one of our
native shrubs, which might do well as a hedge ; it grows
very dense, the stems are rigid and tough ; it holds the
ground well, 13 not eaten by inserts nor domestic animals.
stands cutting well, and the extreme sprays are not in-
jured Dy the hardest frost. A spintuous infusion of the
bark of prckly ash has been used as a stimulant, as also
the fresh yuice of the reot : a decnetinn of the bark makes
an excellent wash for foul uleers,  Common in -Southern
and Middle Ontano.

(70 be continned.)
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ross-Drilting Grain,

Ry the scttler’

the furrows and half on the nidge,  If the soil 18 rich and I
two bushels are sowa per acre, exther halt thoseed 18 enough |
,for a good crup. B{ cross-drilitmg winter grain, especially ’
if manure 18 used, the plants get a much stronger root,
and are preparcd to stand the winter.  Good farmers aret
growing more and more cureful to get thar crops in thet
ground in the best way, znd ether for spring or winter
grain, 1.think the extra labor in' cross«dnliing the sced
will Lo as well paid as any labor given in cultivating the
crop.  In the Latley ficld first mentioned, 1 have Iittlei
doubt that on six acres there will be at least fifty bushels
more barley than there would have been if all the seed had
been sown one way This 1s lm_rotty good pay for the
labor of man.and team with drill, for something less than ¢
a day.—~Cur. Country Gentleman,

PN

Digging Ditches Economically.

A ditch is an open channel for conducting water, whilo '
a drain consists of a -subterrancous passage for water, |
When ditches are cxeavated with hand tools enly, thowork |
is laborious and the cost mare expensive than when teams
and machinery can be employed to perform a part of the |
work. Many years ago, when we were 1n the possession |
of a farm, much of which required draming, we perfonﬁed |
Ia 1arge portion of this irksnme drudgery by the aid of tho |
team and the common plongh. Setting stakes for the hine
of the drain, the plough was.run along this line, turning
a furrow, which was then thrown back out of the way by
hand with shovels. The plough was then put through
‘back again down the drain, the near horse walking in the
furrow ; this looscned dirt was also thrown back. We
found, however, that this opened the ditch rather too

A Lurmer i the peyzhboring town of Henrtetta 1o mak- | DATTow, and in cutting one smce, proceading in the same
1ng an mvoluntary but none the lessinteresting oxperiment | wey, allowed the off horse to walk back in the cleared
this season. In Aniling hus barley the first week in May, |furrow, which, 1f the plough is sct for a narrow furrew in
by mistake the orfices through which the gram was ds- |common ploughung, will cut about the right width. The
tributed were made the same as for drilling wheat, thus | plonghing and clearing was continued (the near horse in
sowing only a tille mure than a bushel per acre instead of { the furrow) through three tunes more, when wo found we
20r 23 bushels. Several rounds were dnlled before the |conld go no deeper because the double winfiletree dragged
wistake was noticed, and instead of going back and re- O the ground.
sowing the thin portium, the fichd was drilled at the rato of |  The clovis was then raiscd above the top of the heams
one bushel per acre, and then cross-dnlled with tho same and onohorso put on, w)!xch by walking i the dltfh drew
amount of sced. The result 1s a great success. A htele the Plough up and down oneg more, thus loosening the
superphosphate was dnilled in the first day, and a heavy bard sorl algolxt one footin deptl.  This work waL denom
rain coming a few diys atter, the barley was soon up and less than h.alf a day, and 'savcdl at least two-t%unds the
growing vigorvusly  Now, June 21st, 1t 1s heading, and a 'labor had it been dag by h:mf: 0[;: ground is ﬁ:ln of
better stand of barley I never sww. The ground 1s en- ;small.smne, ntakmg the use of a pick requinite, and an-
tirely filled, and yet every plant seems to have plenty of { €T358 the worl.' of ditchmg to 'somc extent above that
room. The barley 13 of the G-rowed vanety, and pany of ,"i a sxmpl-y clayey soil. Adfter ‘this e.fo nme_nt; a long
the heads are set for soventy to ninety grams. 'S] o only |d<?ubla whiffletree was employed (say six-feet in length),
danger is that the rank growth may cause the straw to with a horse at ,ca‘:h end.  Then the subsail plough was
fall and not fill well. Barrng thus, the chance 15 good ) \raWn by a chain thice or four feet long, extending from

the winflletree to the plough. With a subsoil plough the

forthe largest yield of barley on record. Whero two or .
two and a half bushels of sced are drilled 1n one drill mark, |¢2rth could be broken up to tho depth ‘of three foet.
When laging small drain tile in a ditch, 1t 13 a mice job to

the plants erewd cach «ther sy as tu stunt ther growth.
Thismay? 1 al.antige uu vy mich land, though of (8¢¢ 3 level surface among the stone and over the occasional

that I am doubtfal, but for poor soil cross-drilling with soft spots of sandy clay found along the bottom. When

one-half the usual amount of seed each way must be mach (12ying tile of any size we firat place them within reach
preferable  Tvin o rid laud T should be welined o try j3long the bank, and then, facing the bead of-the dram,

cross-drilling, Lut using ashes or German potash salts to ,Stand upon each one, and with one foet stamp.it down

stiffen the etran On
commer~ial mannre «h
corp a double Arrssing  With 150 s, of superphospliate
each way, at $45 per ton, the cost of manuringa crop
would still be less than 87 per acre. Of coursec where
spring graine are eross drilled, it is nut worth while to sow
grass sced.  Everything cxuept the most rampant weeds
will be smothered by the luxariant growth of gram.

Mr Geo B Terry of Henractla has for years practised
cross-drilling his wheat and he his never faled of socur.
ing a good crop  He sows ann hnshel per acre each way.
Some other good farmers drag their wheat fields across the
dnlls, and this displaces some of the grains and leaves

them farther apart  They first tned dr.nggmﬁ their dnll.
ed wheat from havinz the stulble catch in the dnll tube

and leave the grain_uncovered To their surprise this
dragged wheat stood the winter better and gave a better
yicld than that on land in better tilth, They now cross-
drag wheat even on summer fallows, but I think cross.
drilling is every way preferable, as it lcaves the sced more
evenly distributed .

It 1s a mstake to suppase that winter grainis always
hetter to Le left in the furrow of adnll tube. "In cold,
dry winters thisridze of earth on either side is a prote.-
ton ; but on heavy sotle 1n a wet winter, Like the last win-
ter was, water remainn in the dnll furrows, and freezing
and tha vi 1z speedily kill the plant  Tnsuch wintersat s
hetter to have the wheat an the mdges, nstead of ,in the
hollows
the wheat 18 prepared for either contingency. Half win

very poor land some well tested |
I e ued adh way, givang the

until it will not rock or tip either way. On ground free
from stones the nork is simple and easy, but here ywe often
come to a spot where a stone of some size had to be re.
moved to get a level Lottom., Here the tile will not lie
firm without the hole is filled up wath small stone and a
flat one placed under the end of thus tile, and the next one
just low envugh to Lecp the watcruourse level.  When the
tile lies firm under our feet, as we stand upon it, we pro-
cced to the next, and not before.  In the sandy bottom
soft spots larger flat stoncs are hilléd in to keep the course
of tile to it« proper place, so that they may not smnk imnto
the mud and thus.become obstructed. When these soft
sandy glues are over two feet 1n langth we lay in'a good
sound board to keep the ties 1n the proper place.

As a covering for tile before putting on the dirt we have
used straw, small stone and_pieces of sod; but it is only
the larger cracks which need anything, and sods are gen-
crally moat casily got, and, we think, will answerevery
purpose. After shovelling in a few inches of dirt, and{
treading 1t down, the remamder may be filled 1n by a+
plough, with a long whaffletree, to allow ‘one horse to walk .
cach side of the drain.  Ur sume use one horse to a plough 1
and require the animal to travel over the tile. DBut this
11& a practico nut to be commended, as there are numerous |
’lmb itics to displacement of the tile and crushing tender t

ones. Tho first dirt should be shovelled in the ditch by
{» man who will bo exceedunzly careful to avoid breaking
tile by allowing stodes to fall on them.” 'If hard tile*are

come.—N, Y. Uerald,

Clawson Wheat.

Tho Clawson Wheat has becomo very popular, says a
writer to the Boston Culluatur, as it has proved toboa
very large yielder, and standing the winter better than
any other vanety. I had 44 bushelsagainst 25 of the Dye
and 26 of the Red Chaff Whito Wheat, with the samo
chance  One of my neighlours had 52 bushels per acre.
Allen, one of our large farmers, had 40 acres which
averaged him 40 bushels per acre, and he considers it the
most profitable wheat to grow, as it is very hardy and a
large yielder ‘There is a large demand for it whereverat,
isknown. The Hon. Geo, Geddes,-of Syracuse, N. Y.,
writes of the Clawson Wheat to the N. Y. 7'ribune as
follows . *One of my friends harvested 85 hushels of this.
wheat to the acre, and that, too, in the same ficld and
under the s3me conditions that gave of the Diehl and of
the Treadwell only 20 bushels tothe acre. Anotlier of my
neighbours had a fiule over 30 bushels, against less than
20 of the Mediterranean. These are men who are willing
to make exact experiments, and test o new tlung besido
an old one, and learn whether the new 1s any better than
the old, and they have sold their entivo craps. T know of
one man who, two years ago, procured ono bushel of this-
varicty of wheat at a great cost, as seed, somo of his-
friends thought, but tlus sigle bushel of wheat has
produced in increased yicld and i aereased price, more-
than §200 profit.”

Improvement of Grass Lands.

This has been a great scason for grass, and the coming
automn will be most favorable for sowing tho sc_eds, es.
pecially where it is needed, 1n the bare and thin spots in
our meadows and pastures. If the grass sown with the
wheat or oats is not thick enongh, we may now sow the
seeds upon the stubble, and follow with a heavy roller or
light harrow.  If this is attended to at once, the moisture
in the ground wil] seccure for us a good ““catch.” Ifa
little well-rotted farm-yard manure is spread upon these
thin places before the seeds aro sown, we shall find it the
most profitable use we can possibly make of such manure ;
and if the ground is thin, such an application is really
cssential, a8, without 1t, we shall find 1t almost impossible
to produce a good sod. Farmers who cut the second erop
of clover for sced, will fird that {he most protitable use
they can make of their elover straw and chaff will be to
spreal them upon these thin places in pastures and
meadows, or upon therr fall wheat, where they have sown
grass seceds.  Tnis application may be made at any tima
after <he clover is threshed ; and it will be found as bene-
ficial %0 the wheat as in thickening up the grass,

We have frequently urged the great smportance of good
pastures and meadows—that while, in case of a good thick
staud of grass and clover, we have the must satisfactory

rofits that can be derived from the soil, thin {’mstures and
1ght lows are most especially unprofitable, because
we are bound to h:wq with them thin cattle, thin sheep,
“hin horses, and, ultimately, thin lands! We, therefore,
again urge upon our readers not to uneglect the present
most favorable opportunity to get thewr_grass lands in
order—~in the highest and best. productive condition.
Don’t be afraid of wasting the secds—sow enough—sow
every spot whero grass is necded, and where the “*stand ”
is not satisfactory, and you sghall have your reward, On
the young grass and clover, in wheat or oats stubble, 100
Ibs. of ‘plaster, {gypsum) vo tho acre may be sown, with

great advantage and profit, where a stronger growth 1s de-.
sirable.  This is the cheapest ferlilizer that can be used, and

its application should not be neglected where the land is
thin, and the grass requires stunulating food. — National

z‘l.r:“c’ Stock Journal.

—————
Sowing Clover on Grass.

Wishing to.fertilize the underaoil of a prece of sod waith-
out breaking it up, I tried{the expenment of sowing clover
onit. The sod was a good one, covercd wath a good coat
of aftermath in the fall. I gaveita thick sceding, and
rolled it down well, as early as the ground would permat.
‘The clover soon came up and began to grow; but the grass
threatened to smother it. I now passed .the .mower over
it, cutting it close to give the clover a chanco; and to aid
it farther, I sowed plaster. ‘I feared that the wigorous
grass (timothy and other native grasses, the sod bemg an
old onc) would be teo much for the young clover. But it
grow and thickened, and under the influence of the
plaster got the advantage of the grass, except on oue place
‘where the grass was unusually thick and vigorous.  After
the Klnt. twenty-four by thirty feet, had obtained a'few
weeks’ growth, it was mowed again, the clover decuded!]

predominatiug, except on the part mentioned. Hero it
seerited "the clover would have to siccumb , but 1t atill re.

B divrling the weed and dnlling both ways | properly Jawd, the drain wall reman strviceable for ages to | tamed life, and made some advance, which was increased

decidedly at the -third cutting, the rest of the pieco fur.



