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Agricuttural Yntelligenee,

The Flax Interest; i

COMPLIMENTARY DINNER TO MESSR~. PERIND
AXND YOUXG.

Wi learn from the St Thomas Ilome Jowrnal that
on Vriday cvening, the 1th ull, the * Thompson
House™ was crowded with the leading men of st.
Thomas, assem¥led for the purpose of dong honour,
hy means of a complimentary banquet, to the enter-
prise of Mesers Perine & Young. in establishing a
pew branch of manafacture s that town. The char
was filled by Dr. Southwick, Mayor of the town,
and the vice-chair by Colin Munro, Esq.. sheriff «f
the county

The Vice-Camrvay proposed * Our Guests, ™ He
said they bad met fur the purpose of doing hunour to
the very eaterprising fiem of Messes. Perine & Youne.
About the time of the bumlding of the Great Western
Railway, the Perine brothers came to Canada, and
tooh an aclive pact ia s consicaction. Taey saw i
Canada an opent field, and « paying ote, 1 wiieh
they might use their capital to advantage. ‘They
came, and they prospered.  They very quickly found
that railway jobs in Canada were not any tw remu-
nerative, and they turned  their attention 10 the
growth and manufacture of flax, and since then have
established in different parts of the ’rovinee branches
of the tlax manufacture. The branch lately e
Vlished an this town was the eighth that had been put
into successful operation by this enferprising firm
The surronnding country was as deeply interested as
tue town m tins enterprise, and gentlemen from the
country who were present would lay the advantages
of flax-growing betote the meeting.  Messrs Perine
& Young, during the past year, had expeaded the
large sunt of S14L,0V0 1n our midst. and it wa< our
obvious duty to show our marked apprecintion of
such caterprise.  The county of Elgin is unsurpassed
in its excelient adaptation for flax-growing. The
rebellion at present raging in the United States had
raised the price of cotton to such & height that flax
would be rendered more than ever remunerative.
Messrs, Perine Biow. saw these advantaces, and
cntered into tois branch of businese. It is true that
they were inflacnced by motives of personal profit,
but such are always an clement of enterprise.  Find-
mg themselves unable to carry on g0 many branches
alone, taey sought a partner, and succeeded in get-
ting a very able onein the person of Mr. Youny, who,
by the way, ivit Scolchman, so that we have united
in the firm the go-ahead prneiples of the Amerwan
with the canuous and keen sagacity of the Seoteh-
man. The firm had introduced many new improve:
ments into thar mdl machinery  Great snecess b
attended them durig the last year, wluch, no doubt.
would be inereased during the coming one.  The
enterprise was not only a benefit to themselves, hut
would prove of inesumable service to us, inasmaich
us they required tradesmen of nealy every kind o
assist in carryving on the business.

Mr. Young, in responding, said he was, on his
part. very much geatified for this Kind expression o
their good-will, and for the uniform kindness they
lad experienced from all.  The county he said was
well fited for the growth of flax, and the seed pro
duced, even this adverse season, was of n snperior
guality.

! Mz Perisg then rose, and «aid it wae the firet time
hie had the pleasnre of mecting the maijority of thoer
assembled. Ife had first come to St Fhomas simply
on a viatio his csteemed friend, the Rev. Geoige
Cuthhertson.  1Te saw that the county was well
adapted to flax culture, and that the prospects were
good. He at once entered into the business, and for
that purpose associated Mr. Young with him, lle
(Mr. J°) was the firs person who entered into the
flax husiness in Canada  He came into the Provinee
m 1851, to assist in the construction of the Great
Wes'ern Ramlway, but finding by experience that
pub'tc works 1 Canadis were not very profitable, he
concladed :0 look for a better business. and had
chasen the manufactur~ of lax  He firat started it in
the county of Waterloo. The fine water pravileges
that obtained there, and the prepondesance of an
industrious German population, were alike particn
larly adapted for the work. IHe began by rowinz
withh his own bands ene hundred buchels of seed

the farmers being at that time very unwilline
and very much projudiced against it.  From year
to year the quantity produced inecroased until he
might say. it bad become an estibiaked liranch
of manufacturce in the country. Up to 1860 there
had been but little cbance of success, but since

;
the piice of cotton had increased ns a resuit of the
Awmerican war, it had greatly improved, and he had
confidence it would prove n successtul branch of
mamfacturing indusry fu Canada,  He was glad
that & Thomas had shown such goud gudgment in
countenaneging the culture of flax, and had s ear
nestly secondid their houest, humble eftort< to do
good by promoting a useful bratich of manufacture
among them,

Mr Raxpar inveplying Gy the toast, " Qur fricnds
from a distanee ™ said we could not well sepiente
the manuthe.ure and the growth of lax.  Twenty-five
yoarsteopodonce as acspinact had teaght o that
we coulll mansfacture 114X ay easily as cotton, This
country i3 as favourable as any to the growth of flay,
and could az easily munufacture it Mr. Randall
made & prac icsl spocdd and condaded by wishing s
the flax ont rprise Cver, sugeess,

Me Seavortt of the Unliiun Mulls, respunded to they
toast, ** The flax interests of the country,” i nn ex
celtent and forcible speeck, in which he stated th:\l'
he was connedcted with the flax interests of the county
as o manufacturer. The flax crop, he observed, was
always a reliable one. and extensively caltivated
wonhil prove of jnestinuable value to Canada, Messrs,
Perine & Youuyz had dune much to advance the flax
interests i this coumd. sl he tur one expected to|
Jorive Londfi o havaig. as tieat neighboxes, men
of their prat ) Chatacat el vilorpfise. Canada
was a fine ficld for the growth of flax : but we re.
quired more than it: growth and cultivation--we
required manutacturers to produce @ Jarger amount
of h m: Consamplion.
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Ploughing Match in the Gore of Toronto.

A rroteuna match was hodd on the 1th ulie at
Richview, Turunto Goure, on the farm of Mr. Jdohn
Davis s and, taking evervthing into consideration it
was a decided succese.  In the first place, it was the
first of the Kind got up in toe neighbowthoud 5 and
secoundly, the snow of the day previous had to be
contended with 3 and it would have been a harger
mateh i the sweather had been morve favourable.
However,as it happened, the commitlec and ploughbers
were determined to make the most of i, and tey
came to the conclugion that, sooner than be balked,
they would serape the snow off the lots to he plough-
ed 1 and at it they went, and by attaching a couple
of horses to astmany serapers, by twelve o'clock they
had the ficld ready for the plonghs to start. A great
many speciators made the remark that it was plough-
inyg under difficulties, and no doubt with a great deal
of truth, as many of the plonghmen brought their
ploughs t» the ficld in their sleighe. Iowever, at a
quarter past twelve, twenty planghers started, and
having four hours to plough the guantity aliotted te
cavh, over one-fourth of an acre, when the time was
up and the gan fired there was not a solitary teamin
the field, showing a praiseworthy detevmination on
the part of the plougiers to be no bindrance to the
judges coming 10 a decision before night setin, which
they (the judges) did, and ty the general satisfaction
of all concertied.  The following is the prize list:

Fier Cr ass — open 1o all comers who would plongh
with wetal heuned  ploughs - —1st prize, Joseph
Christic. Toronto township—2a metal-beamed plough,
steel mouldbuard, presented by Mr. DButtertield, of
Readford  The plongh used by thie plongher was
M- Batterfiel 1's mamfacture  2nd prize. -Charles
Inuter Taronte tawn<hip—$% cash  The plough
used was by the same manufacturer as the first. 3rd
pyize —William Blanshard, of the township of Sencen

~31 cashi.  The plough used was the manufacture of
Jolin Abell, Waodbridge, Vaughan.

Stcoxp Crass—open to all persons who had not
taken a prize since arriving at manhiood : st prize—
Thomas DBrunskill, Etobicoke—a metal-beamed

*angh. presented by Mr Jolin Abell, of Woodbridge,

aughan  The plough used by the plougher wasa
wamlen ane, and manufactured and patented by
Wiz Knaggs of Etobicoke. 2nd prize Lconard
Fligg., Yorh townchip~$6 cash. The plougb uscd
was iran, and manufactin “d by Peter Mallaby, Weston.
3rd prize-—~William. J Brown, of Toronto township
—51 eash.

Tutuen Crass—apen to ull boys under cighteen
veary  Ist prize—Jonathan Akrow, Etobicoke—$6
ca-h The plough ased was wood and the manufac-
suee af lerae Madelwd, Brampton.  2nd prize—-~John
Gilers, Toronto township—$$ cash, he plough
nelweiran  Greyspattern -itnported.  3rd pnze

I W Weatherell, Etobicoke- $2 cash.  The

lough used was woad, and manufactured by James

Weather and Crops,

1, writes from Hay, Co. of luron, Nov. 16,
1868, - Your ¢ Weather and Crop® correspondent,
s0 far as the crops are concerned, finds himself at
this season of the year like Othello—*his occupation
gone.!  We have atill weather, of course, but since 1
wrufe last it has been so changeable, 8o disagreeable
and unsettled, it would have beea hard to bave kept
traek of it and waree still to desctibe it. I have oy
seen #0 wet o fall during a residence of twenty-one
years in Cauada.  We always used to have an Indian
summer, less or more, but it appears that this year
we are even to be deprived of that often short, but
nlways sweet cunsolation.  For these six weeks past
rain and mud have reigned supreme ; as a couse-
guencee, fall ploughing has been a poor job, and not
near as much of it done us ought to have heen. To
keep our courage up, I hinted in my last that the
{inkiing of the sleigh bell would soon be heard. We
areat it snoner than expected  The great Canadian
MeAdam  commenced operativns  in carnest last
Saturday . and has hept adding « litde each day since,
till six inches of snow is the result. I had a sleigh
ride to-day. This is not winter yet, I think, and
many hope it is not, for but few turnips have been
taken up.”

« Jons Jousstox ** writes from Flos, November 22,
1561. " Among all the interesting communications
that have appeared in Tur Caxins Farver, there is
none that 1 have yet seen from Flog.  The reason for
thig. 1 am happy to suy, is not hecause our township is
~+harren that the farmers bave nothing favourablo to
commmameate. I am glad to say that the case is far
otherwive.  Flos is almost unrivalled in the county
for the grawth of spring grain, especially wheat ; and
for the last two years, full wheat has done well in this
locality. Many realized this year as much as thirty
bushels per acre.  There is a large surface sown this
fall with winter wheat, and 1 hope that you nay
hear a good account of it during next spring and
harvest.  Potatoes, with many, are an excellent
crop. ‘Those who were fortunate enough to obtaina
braird of turnips have good crops. There were some
white globes grown on my furm this year that I think
cannot be beat forsize in the county.  One which we
had the curiosity to weigh went as high as thirty five
pounds.

Our Township Show was held on the 11th ult.. and
was fairly attended by competitors and sight-scekers.
Farm stock and dairy produce were commendably
represented 3 but I am sorry to say that the cereals
and horticultural products were entirely wanting. It
is to Le hoped that these will not be absent next
year”
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Goperici Carrre Fur. The Turon Signal says:
“The public faic on Wednesday, the 16th, was suc-
cessful in drawing together a great number of cattle

from all parts of the country. There conld not have
been less than between four aud five hundred head on
the ground durmng the day, but we are ©orry to have
to say that, owiag to the wfenior quahity of a large
portion of the stock, and the want ol competition on
the part of buyers, prices ruled low, and muny
fariners went hoine disappointed, without having had
a bid at all.”

Fat Carree Suow.~The annual fat cattle show,
under the auspices of the Sonth Wellington and

Guelph Township Agricultural Societies, will e held
on the Fair ground on Tucsday, the 13th December
The following prizes will be awarded :—Best fatted
ox, 4 years old and upwards, $s; 2nd, $21 3rd, S1.
Best fatted steer, under 4 years, 33; 2nd, 825 3rd, S1
Best fatted cow, 4 years and upwards, $3: Ind $2:
3rd, $1.  Best fatted hesfer, under 4 years, $3 5 2ad,

25 3rd, S). Best fatted Yeast of any class (in addi-
t.on to the above), a sweepstakes of 2. Best pairof
falted sheep, of any age, S35 2nd. $2:3rd, $1° Liest
pair of fatled sheep, under 2 vears, €35 2nd, $°: 50d,
$1. Best fatted hog, $43 20d,83: ird. $1. Spee’al
prize fur the beaviest and fattese nog, $1. Special
prize for the best pair of faticd Spring pigs. $270
Best pair of fat turheys, $15 2nd, 50c.  Be<t puvat
fat geese, S5 2nd, 50c.  Best pair of fat ducks, Si:
2nd, 50c. Best pair of fat fowls, $1; 2ad, 50c.~=

Yhycs, Etobicoko

Guelph Mercury.



