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they have been decoived ; instead of finding in you that
poverty of soul and basencss of spirit, they sce, with a
chagrin cqual to our joy, that you are enlightened, genorous
and virtuous, that you will not renounce your own rights,
or serve as instruments to deprive your fellow-subjects of
theirs. Come then, my brethern, unite with us in an indis-
soluble union, let us run together to the same goal. We
have taken up arms in defence of our liberty, our property,
our wives and our children ; we are determined to preserve
them, or die. We look forward with pleasurc to that day,
not far remotc (we hope), when the inhabitants of America
shall have one sentiment, and the full enjoyment of the
blessings of a free government.

Incited by these motives, and encouraged by the advico
of many friends of liberty among you, the grand American
Congress have sent an army into your Province, under the
command of Genoral Schuyler—not to plunder, but o pro-
tect you;—to animate and bring forth into action those
sentiments of freedom you have disclosed, and which the
tools of despotism would extinguish through the whole
creation. To co-operate with this design, and to frustrate
those cruel and perfidious schemes, which would deluge our
frontiers with the blood of women and children, I have
detached Colunel Arnold into your country, with a part of
the army under my command. I have enjoined upon him,
and I am certain that he will consider himself, and act as in
the country of his patrons and best friends. Necessarios
and accommodations of ¢very kind, which you may furnish,
he will thankfully receive, and render the full value. I
invite you, therefore, as friends and brethren, to provide
him with such supplies as your country affords; and 1
pledge myself not only for your safety, but for an ample
compensation. Let no man desert his habitation—lct no
one flce as before an enemy. The cause of America and of
liberty is the cause of every virtuous American citizen;
whatever may be his religion or his descent; the United



