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sous why good roads should bLe con-
structed ;

“It bas been proved that on samly
rossis 80 bushels vl gram ame a fvad
for two horses ; on so-walled pihe rads
50 bushels are the maximwn load , on
macadain roads 100 bushels, and on
the bost grades of telford roads 200
Lushels can be carriod. (1) If these fig,
ures are corvect, and there Is no eeason
to quostion them, they furnish an im-
pressive arguument for the impove
ment of roads--an argument moicovel,
wlich ought to appeal most foreibly
to farmers, whose intercst in the ques-
tion has thus far been rather sluggish.
The agitatlon for good roasls accom-
plished little so long as it was discussed
from the spaculative point of view.
I’copie who read appeals on the sub-
jwet agroed with them im theory, per-
Lops, but they saw no reason why they
should personally do aunything in the
matter. But there are other practical
arguments in favor of good roads that
alse appeal strongly to the farmer. It
e said that certajn New Jersey caune-
rias pay two cents less a basket for to-
wnatoes that have been hauled over
rubble roads, because they are injured
by the jplting they receive. —Wiscon-
sin Agriculturist.

FERRETS FOR EXTERMINATING

RATS.
EXPERIENCE HBRE AND IN
ENGLAND.
Ratcatchers—Sorts of ferrets—Treat-

ment.

EBDS. COUNTRY GENTLEMAN. —
It must be that the sporting laws of
Michlgan contain no prevision against
the use of ferrets In hunting rabbits,else
the rearing ol these useful little ani-
wals, as deseribed by Mr. W. Z. Hut-
chinson on page $97, would not be 0
cpenly carried on or be so apparently
profitable. In this state any one caugit
ferreting rabbits is liable to arrest with
fine or imprisonment to follow, while
any owner of a ferrel [s apt to be
viewed with susplcion, certainly by the
fee-hunting game constable, and even
by some of his neighbors who suspect
that wmany an illegally-gotten pot-pic
graces his table.

But the usefuluess of ferrets as ex
terminators of rats seemns not to be ge-
nerally known in this country, or at
any rate taken advantage of. In En
gland rat-killing by wmeans of feirets
and terriers is not only the delight of
all hoys and men, but the professional
rateatcher is a person of 10 meian im-
portance. His appearance gencraily
with three or four disreputable looking
curs at his heels, on his perlodical visits
to the different towns and villages on
his route, is hailed with almost as much
éelat as the tlme-honored circus, sears
450 he used to cairy a tin hux strapped
to his shoulders on which was painted
the British coat of arms with the in.-
tials V. R. in big letters vn elther side.
by which it was meant we should wu
derstand that he owed his appointment
to the express command of her majesty.
(2) If Tromember rightly, his charge was

(1) Very vague ! 200 bushels of wheat
weigh 12,000 1bs ; of oats, G,S00 1hs. Ed.
(2) There really was, in 1835, a “Royal
Ratcatcher, ” under the * Master of the

Iiorse ! We have often seen him with |-

his dogs. Commonly, we used to
1ay about $10.00 a year to a roving
ratcatcher for an avernge sized farm. So
niuch per rat? Mercl ; pas st bidte '=Ed.

three pence & rat killed and it \vasI

sometimes basely inslnuated that pre-
viously killed rats were smuggled Into
tle count to make his tally as large as
pussible. Be that as it may, farmers
aund others gladly avalled themselves
of his services, judging correctly that
thelr cost wus nothing compared to the
loss sustained in consumption of grain
and destruction of property by rats,
There were two kinds of ferrets then
in vogue; one, called the fitcher or tit-
chew, was of a dark brown colur, very
uimble and combative and small, en-
abling it to thread the muazes of any rat's
quarters ; the other, cailed the polecat
ferret, was of a cream color, much
larger, less active und pugnacious, and
was used for rabbit-hunting. IFemale
ferrets arve prized more than the male,
on account of their courage and fero
city when attacked, necessary qualities
when they bave to face two or more
desparate rats; it is well-known thav
u biteh pack of foxhounds or harriers
will hunt with more vigor and tenacity
(1) than a2 dog pack.

Large farmers, owners of graparies
or sluughterhouses or of any large esti-
bllshments likely to attract rats shouki
undoubtedly keep ferrets ; but is a ques-
tion whether it pays owners of small
properties to do so, especially in States
where ferreting rabbits is forbidden,
except for the sake of amusement:
and this amusement is not always cusy
to find, for when one has visited all 1be
nelgbbors’ barus, pig-pens and grana-
ries within a falr clrcuit a few times
rats, becomne scarce., To keep a ferret
in good ‘** fettle” regular bunting ex-
ercice Is necessary ; inactivity for weeks
at a times makes it sluggish and takes
the edge off its keeness for hunting. A
well trained ferret at work, assisted by
sume equally well-trained terners, is an
exeiting scene,

Though I kept ferrets and fox terriers
for fifteen years in Lngland, I found
that my ferrets had outlived their use-
fulness in less than three years here,
and 1 disposed of them. Neglect in
cleaning out or carelessness in feeding
will soon end the life of a ferret. A
bread and mmlk diet §s a good one,
though care must be taken that non.:
1+ left to sour, else a scoured and sick
terret will be the result. In the mea:
line I fed English house sparrows, and
when these were not obtainable small
peces of fresh, raw cows’ or pigs’ liver.
ceeasionally putting a pinch of sulphur
in their milk. Never feed any meal that
has been cooked with salt or, Letter
still, give raw tlesh only. When ferrets
are used for rabbit-hunting only, meat
can be dispensed with almost entirely.
I bave heard many old riatcatchers de-
clare that farrets shouid never he fed.
as it encourages them to kill their
ciemy winlst hunting, when they gorge
themselves and lie in the rats’ nest to
«leep oft their repast. (2)

A young ferret, taken when Just
weaned kept perfectly clean by cons-
uint change of bedding and fed princs-
pally upon bread and ik, ecan be
handled (the oftener the better) and
tondled without any misk, and there
will be very httle unpleasant odor at.
tached to it. 1 have carfed them for
miles loose in my great coat pocket.

The last ferret 1 had was a female
titchiew ; when the door of her hutebh,
standing  about two feet from the
ground. was opened, Teaser (a fox ter-
tier) would place his paws upon the

(1) No, emphatically. ‘The Dbitches
have wore dash, the dogs more patience
uver a cold seent. ¥ Va,; je m'y connals.”
Ed.

(2) Do tlhey live I uot fed ?2—Ed.

floor of the hutcl, when she would run
down lls back, come to wlere 1 stood
and climb up my legs and body on to
1y shoulder , yet a keener, braver liitle
hiunter never entered a rat's hole. It Is
bLest not to lend your terrets, unless you
are sure the would be borrower Is ae-
customed to them; « thnld  handler
wlll soon spoll a ferret, and especially
fs this true when the ferret 1s coming
out of a hole; it seccms to resent lrre-
solution in capturing It and when two
or three futlle attempts have been made
will often back into the hole and there
siay ; In addition to which the bungler
may counsider himselt lucky it he does
not get bitten. If you have to handle
your ferrets with tongs you had Letier
retire from the business. Uhe methods
to he employed to ferret a bullding
thoroughly so that no rats eseape re-
quire judgment as well as & knowleldge
of rats’ habits, and to give them now
would occupy too much of your va-
luable space. J. i. C.
“Monroe County, N. Y.” ¢

The Daivy,

THE PREMIUM ON EXPORT
BUTTER.

Most of our readers are aware that
during the last two years, the Quebec
suvernment has granted a premium of
unie cent a pound on all butter export-
ul, in good condition, to Bngland. The
aim of this encouragement having been
attained, as we shall show, the premi-
uin will no longer be payable.

When MM. Gigault and Leclair visit-
! England, in 1894, they found that
the uuiversal demand awong the
dealers was for regular consignments
of butter every fortnight; whereas ouv
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FesruAry 1,

00, an increase In value of $1,251.840.00!

And how much did this grand result |
cost the province ? I'he whole amount
pnid by the province of Quebec for the
cncourageiuent of the export of butter
tv Eugland in 1893 and 1806, was the
trifling sum of $£3,000.20.

REFRIGEBRATORS,

Before the year 1895, soveral of the
lines had built refrigerating compurt-
ments ot board thelr bouwts. Unfor-
tunately, owlng to the Inck of business,
some lines, notably the “Dominfon

« Ling, "had, in consequence, abolished

these refrigerators; so, It was found
necessary to go to work and persuade
our makers to try the elfect of export-
ing butter regularly once'a month.

We give, here, a few fnstances of the
opinions held by divers dealers on the
Iinglish markets as to the condition of
tue butter from Canada when it reach
those entrepots. R
‘Manchester . slessrs.Plerson and Butter:

“Too stale™.
“ *  Lonsdale and Thomp-
sou
“ Almost Invariably, stale.”
sirmingham : Messrs, Bloomer & Co.
*“Most of it unfit for the
retail trade.”
Livarpool ¢ Mr. George Fletcher:
‘“Almost always too stale,
and consequently unsal- |
able.
Manchestar : Mecors James May & Co.
“VYery little ever reaches us,
and then. owly inferior
qualities.
Mr. A, J. Brownsou.
“The condition is bLad, and
it is generally too stale.”

As regards other points adveried to
by the circular sent by MM. Gigault
and Leclalr, respecting any other obeer-
vations the dealers in England might
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Montreal exporters bought the butter sec fit to make for the benefit of the

when it was cheap, i
and did not despatch it abroad till the
autunm, by
smuch of its fine quality.

in consequence of this treatment,
sustead of our butter selling in the En-
shsh market for a satisfactory price,
it was regarded as only of third or
fourth quality, and was sold to the
pastry-cooks, lnstend of making its
appearance on the bLreakfast-tables of
the ~vealthiest classes.

So, in order to re-establish the repu-
tation of our butter, the local govern-
went, despairing, after many attempts,
of overcoming the reluctance of the
shippers to forward consignments at
least once a month, determined to
give a premium of one cent a pound
to those makers who should export
butter regularly every month to En-
<land in steamers fitted up with refri-
gserating compartments.

1n 1899, the IFederal government ar-
ronged measures for the cstablishinent
vl ‘cold-storage” on board our steamers:
what were the results ? Marvellous,
indeed, were they, for, the shipments of
Lutter from Montreal to England which

0 1894, were only 32, 137 boxes or tubs|

veached, in 1895, the figure of GI, 663
Loxes, and, in 1890, attained the truly
semarkable aumber of 157,321,

And, if we take the valu.tion of cach
of these hoxes of butter, many of them
welghing 70 lbs each, at the very low
rate of $10.00, the increase will appear
still more apparent ; since, the value of
tie butter exported in 1844, when there
wias no uremium, amounted to only
§821, 370.00 ; whereus, the dutter ex-

ported In 1806, the second year of the as to prevent

e, in swmmer, exporters of Canada butter;

Messrs. Bloomer and Co., of Birning-

which time it had lost ham replied :

¢ Make creamery butter, and send it
off at once for immedinte sale. Pack
1o properly, surrounded by parchinent-
paper, and put it into refrigerating
compartments. *’

Mr, Sam. Hughes, Liverpool:

“Weekly consignments, for immediate
sale at the market-price then golng:
that Is the most profitable plan for the
e¢sporter. ”

At page 185 of the report of MM.
Gigault and Leclair, Messrs. Nickson
and Co., Liverpool, speaking of butter,
wake the following observations :

“Of all qualifications, uniformity Is
the most Iimportant. Consignments
should be made weekly, and by no
means intermittently, as at present,
but every week, and previous notlce of
despatcli should be sent by cable. Your
butter should never be exposed to heat,
otherwise its -condition and fiavour
would be found to be seriously affected
on its arrival in this country.

Aoreover, it Is absolutely necessary
that the boats by which buiter is sent
hither Le furnished with refrigerating
chambers like those on board the Aus-
tralian steamers. ™

And the Delegates, MA{, Gigault and
Leoclalr, report that:

‘“ All the dealers in England agree in
the following advice :

1.—Improve your method of manufac-
ture, s0 as to make a type of butter
of better quality and greater uuifor-
mity

»Sead your butter away weckly, so
its contracting that

premium, was worth at least $1,578,210. *“ stale’ taste, so much complataed of.”



