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Even as a Little Child,

‘T don’t want to g0, mamma.’

‘But why not, dear?

‘Its dark in there answered the
sLrinking back from the door.

‘The dark will not hurt you,” said the mo-
ther, ‘and I will leave the door open &o that
a little light will shine in. Go now and bring
me the book from the table’

But still the little child clung to his mo-
ther’s hand and gazed with frightened eyes
into the dark room.. Tts blackness terrified
bim and the streak of light shining through
the open door only made its shadows seem
the deeper. He imagined strange shapes lurk.
ing in their mysterious depths, an unknown
scmething lying in wait for him.

‘What are you afraid of, dear” But he
could not tell. ‘The room is just the same as
it was in daytime, and there is nothing there
to hurt you.

Still the boy was afraid to go. Then the
mother said;

‘Do you think, dear, that I would send yon
in there if there were any danger, if anything
would hurt you?

He shook his head.

‘Come, then! Be a little man! It is very
bayish to act this way’; and she tried ‘o
draw him toward the door, but he hung back.
T will go into the dark room myself,” she
said, and walked through the door, while he
gazed after her with wide, dilated eyes. As
she: stepped back into the light she emiled at
bim brightly. “There, you see I am all gafa;
nothing has harmed me. Now go into the
room yourself and bring me the book as I
told ‘you.. There is nothing to fear.’

The child glanced timidly at the dark door-
way; he made a step toward it, but the umn-
reasoning fear still clutched him and heshrank
back~in terror from .that dread blackness,
while ‘his ‘face crimsoned and he hung wuis
head in shame. The mother sighed. = There
scemed to be no way in which she could
overcome her child’s timidity.

‘I am very sorry my little boy does not
leve me,’ ghe eaid, sadly.

He looked ‘quickly up into her face and said,
‘I do love you, mamma,’

‘Oh, >, ghe replied. ‘You do not trust we

and you do not love me.’
- Yes, I do trust you, mamma, cried the boy
in distress. ‘And I do love you, truly, I do!’
and he tried to pull apart the hands that
covered Ler face.

‘How can you love me and stiil refuse to do

what I ask of you? she questioned and her
face was grave and sad as she looked int({ his
eyes.. He could not bear that look. It pierc-
ed *i8 heart and roused him into actior. No.
thing could be worse than for his mother to
tkink he did not love her.
i T will go, mamma,” and he made straight
for the dark door. But just within the door,
wher weird and awful shapes seemed reaching
out of the dimness to eatch him, his courage
faltered and ‘ he called back:

‘Will you come if T call you, mamma?’
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[ “Yes, I will come should you need me. Don't
be afraid. I am right here’

Thus reassured, he fought back his fears
arnd hurried to the end of the long room. He
grasped the book and turming, ran swiftly to-
ward the welcome light where his mother
stood waiting to clasp him in her arms.

T did it mamma. I went into the dark for
you!’” he exclaimed, his voice trembling and
hie eyes shining with excitement.

She clasped him close and kissed him, say-
ing, ‘My brave, good boy! You see mamma
told the truth when che said that the dark
weuld not hurt you.

‘T knew it all the fime, mamma, only— 1
was afraid until you called to me and I knew
You would come if I wanted you; then I
wasn’t afraid any more’

‘Will you go in there again and put the
book back on the table?” she asked.

For a moment he hesitated—then, straight-

eving himself, said proudly, ‘Yes, mamma, be-
cause you love s and I love you.?

And he walked again, and boldly this tim-,
into the dark room to do his mother's bidding.

The child had conquered fear.

How many of us &till doubt divine love and
fear to go into the dark!—“Trained Mobther-
hood.

nChristmas Needlework.

Every one fond of fancy work will appre-
ciate these patterns, which are in full size on
cambrie, and may be used over and over
again, As an additional accommodation tor
readers out of the reach of lace supplies, we
can send materials also. Read directions care-
fully and eend the correct amount in money
order or registered letter, Stamps for small
amounts.

Readers will bear in mind that the ma_
terials we supply are not cotton, but the best
imported linen throughout, so that if the cost
is higher than the braide ordinarily sotd, the
quality fully makes up for it in beauty of ap-
pearance and in durability,

DESIGN NO 84-—PIANOQ SCARF.
Size 20 x 60.

Every tastefully furnished home hae’ abund-
ance of lace table-runners, sideboard or piano
scarfs, ete., which are as much of an expres.
sion of individual taste as the furniture and
hangings are...

of the above handsome design for piano scarf
will be sent for 35 cents. Thirty yards linen
braid, No. 2, 36 rings, 2 ekeins thread are
the materials needed to work this pretty
piece. They will be, supplied - in. best qualit
all. :

senger’ Pattern Department, ‘Witness’ Block,

Montreal,

A cambric pattern in correet working size

Address all onlers. to the Northorn Mos.

! You cannot possibly have
a better Cocoa than

EPPS'S

A delicions drisk and a sustainin
food. Fragrant, mutritions and
economical. This excellent Cocoa
maintains the system in robust
health, and enables it to resist
winter's extreme cold.

COCOA

Sold by Grocers and Storekeepers
in }-1b. and }-1b Tias,

Cranberries.

The virtves of cranberries as a healthful
food admits of reiteration, Many persons think
that they rank first in the list of valuable win«
ter fruit_foods. They are comeidered to be an
excellent remedy for indigestion and bilious..
ness, as they contain certain acid combina-
tions not contained in other fruits. They are
also useful as tonics and appetizers. Do not
ccok cranberries in tin or iron veséels, upon
which - composition the acid acts harmfully.
One unusual preparation of cranberries js
cranberry cottage pudding, Make the pudding
as usual by heating together a cup of sugar
and two tablespoonfuls of butter with two
beaten eggs and a’ eupful of milk. Sift into
it three cups of flour and two teaspoonfuls of
baking powder, adding at the last a cup and
a half of cranberries. Put into a buttered pud-
ding dish and bake in a moderate oven. Serve
hot with a liquid sauce.—Selected,
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If ‘Messenger’ readers ordering 800ds ade
vertized in the ‘Messenger’ will state in their
order that they saw the advertisement in the
‘Messenger,” it will be greatly appreciated by
all concerned.

& BABY'S OWN

812 WOMAN’S FALL 8UITS, $6 50

Tailored to order, Also Suits to $15. Send to-
day for free Cloth Sampl es ang Style Book.
SOUTHCOTT SUIT CO. London, Ont,
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES,
(Strictly ia Advancs,)
Single ccples .. .. .. UL .. .. .8 40 a yean,

Three Copies, lq;muu addressed, it
desired, for .. v  he iy

v 4s seve

» POr copy ., ... *s es . wa
Ten Coples or more, to one address,

Bix months trial at half the aboye rates,
Postage included for Canada (Montreal and suburbs em
eepbed) ; Newfoundiand, Great Britain, Gibroltar, Malta, New

Forelgn Postage to all countries mot namod to the abovs
list, fifty eents extrea, 1

Bamples and Subseription Blanks freely and
promptly sent on request.

 SUNDAY SEHOOL OFFER.
Any school in Canada that does not take “The
Messenger,’ may have it supplied frea on trial
for three weeks on request of Superintendent,

:lecre!‘azw Pastor, stating the number of eopies
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