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GUE{RENT TOPICS AND EVENTS.

TIIE \VAR POLICY.
Supse vrites Dr. Sandwith

ofKrin the A'il;u'tcnil Cé'n1uoy,
-an English Prime minister were ta

ptrsuade imiself and a large section
oi thc public that the securi ty of our
ufininion in 1India required the sacri-
ý.c, once a )-car, of twenty innocent
ntatives Of both sexes, with every
cIrcunstance of cruelt and indignity
vhich couild add bitterness ta death;
and suppose a bill were introduced
Into il'rliarnent for the purpose of
swving practical effect ta such con-
clUSiOn. How many riiembers of
pariatiient wvaulCi be found ta vote
for it ? 'Not aoe,_> 1 believe. The
post loyal and submissive of the
MiSteîýs follaovers wvauld recoil
1 .om participation in the guit of sa
great a crime, even though the alter-
natie should be the probable loss
of our Indian empire.

,No%, what is the difference, ini
point of niorality, between the policy
which 1 have supposed and that
qbich hias found s0 many advocates
InEngland during the last eighteen
months? \Ve have been told an
hgh athori ty that wve are bound for
rý.e s-ake of a ur own interests'1 ta
tuPhold' a political system of wvhich
wýe know that one of the inevitable
fni,,s is the periochical torture and
s.aUghter of ' ten thousand or twenty

mhuadinnocent human beings,

,tcsayrothing of other evils which
are not periodical but chronic."

These are the wvords of a British
tag n Armienia, whla lias for

.2a1y years been an eye-wvitness of
Turkish MnIS-ule and oppression. Tt
.teens ta uis that bis %vnrds are es-
pAcally applicable whien England
itlems ta be not ctrifting, but, as
Lord l)erbv says, rushing into a
Vinooseless war "-awar for wvhich
t'i.,ny of the wisest ahd best minds
ieîzhe nâtion see uno adequate cause,
,d which niay result in the unutter-

able agonies and cruel death of many
thousands of the husbands, fathers,
or sons of Englishi wives, children,
or parents, producing poignant an-
guish tbroughout the nation.

'Ne have greatly rejoiccd at the
strongr, persistent, and outspoken
remnonstrance of the English Metho-
dist press against the war policy-
whichi seems in favour with a con-
siderable portion of the cannmunity.
It requires great firmness of prin-
ciple ta protest against the war spirit
w~hen the nation's blood is up, and a
martial enthusiasm is the prevailing
popular sentiment. But this adhe-
rence ta the teachings of the Gospel
wvill bringr with it the benediction
pronaunced upon the peacernakers;
and, when moments of calmer re-
flectian came, wili comnmand the
reluctant admiration even of the
Hatspurs who clamour for war. In
a recent issue, the London Watch-
man, the most important Wesleyan
paper in Great Britain, speaks thus :

We have cansistend.y advocated
peace ; and if that course should
exposce us ta the reproach of being
peacemongers we can only reply
that, under the pre .nt existing cir-
cumstances, we recoil in disgust froin
the alternative of being warmonfiers.
The advocates of peace are somne-
times rather severely reflected upon,
as if they were careless of the credit
an(l honour of their country. But,
on the ather hand, is it 50 very credit-
able ta proclaini aloud ta ail the
world that we re prepared ta do
anything or fight anybody. but that
it must be in defence of B3ritish
îîzterests ? Has a spirited foreign
pohicy, then, camie ta this--that while
liberty, life itself, and ail that makes
life worth having, are at stake for
millions of au r f ellow-crea turcs,
while blood has been shed like water,
Great Britain stands coldly by de-
claring that her " interests " alone


