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1-etNecii Mlie stagnation and squalor of the purely oriental parts
of the city, and the stateliness and spiendour of' tiiose quarters in
wlîîch wecstern civilization and modern ideas have paramnounit
influence. NKot, indeed, that the Frenichy, tussy and flinmsy style
wieh 1 apprehiend to hec iii the isceiil,ùint aniong a certain portion
or the upper classes-, is a, bit hecaithier or more vjrorous than
tuie uncouth, and antiquatcd activities of iînost of the IoNver
masses. But thie rapid strcami of western idea-. and life lias met
heire the sluggishi current of orienitalisni, and it is obvious euough,
vven to the casual observer, that orientalisrn must eventually be
n(rged in and swept along with the all-encroaching tide.

Alrcady its strengthi is broken, its pow'ver of resistance is gone.
Orientiaii, 1w whviceh I mean the ideals, the haibits, the stationarv
and stagnant semii-civilization of the east, bias its basis ini Moharn-
înedanism. The religion of the east bias, for many a Century,
dominated, directed and defined its every interest and activity,
bu~t the religion of the east is t/fête.

1 visited three or four of the rnos< fainous miosques of Cairo, but,
with the exception of the Citadel Mosque, ;nlreadv descri hed, thiev
were in advaniced stages of decay. Very lofty and -very strong
thev hiad heen, no doubt, and verv picturesque and c-harining in
p)oint of architectural design and detail they wvere, but ail were,
more or less, and some very much, out of repair, and no repair
had been inade or seemied probable. Tbecy had seen better days,
these mnosques, evidently enoughi; b ut, j ust as eviden tly, those pa liy
(It\5 were over. I think that general out-of-repa«ýir condition
of the niosques very significant, for the genuine religious interest
anid principle of people can be very fairiy estimnated by the condi-
lion of their places of worship; and, certainlv, jumdged by this
standard, the religion of the Moslini lias lost ground immensely.
T'ake the niosque of Sultan ilassau, or the immense El Azhar
Mosque, for instance. Howv eloquently they speak of past glories.
Or take those splendid examnples of Saracenic architecture, the
T'imbs of the KhIps t is à vision of heauty that will indecd
lie a joy- for ever, the sighit of those exquisitely graceful domieýs

ainst the clear blue Egyptiaîî sky; but go inside, and the
hbrokexi floors, the decavingr wvals, the cmumbling nosa ics, tell of
soinething more tha n nia terial (lisin tegration and dilapidation.
Mohamnicdanisni doubtless bias a strong holà on the narrom-
îainds anîd superstitions hearts of the poor and flhe illiterate, but
, ui-elv' its hold miust be weak on the principles, or, ait ail events,
on the pockets of thic more cultured and wealtliy of those wlîo are


