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The Tazodium Distichum (or deciduous cypress) seems to be the most gigantic of any
n record, and to be second tonone in age. Two existing specimens may be referred to——
One in the churchyard of Santa Maria de Telsa, near Oaxaca in Mexico, which has a
funk ninety-three feet in girth ; the other, that of Chapultepec, which is said to have a
Sirecumference of 117 feet 10 inches. Regarded as of ‘wondrous’ magnitude by the Span-
3 Conquerers, this tree of Chapultepec * certainly reaches back’ (according to De Can-
dole) ‘to the origin of the present state of the world—an epoch of which’ (in his Yixw) it s
1 € Mmost indisputable monument.! Professor Henslow, it may be observed, estimates the
ONgevity of the taxodium at above 4,000 years. . . . Let these examples suffice.
f Nough appears from them to show that trees may attain to an age altogether wonder-
ul, ang to a size that is quite prodigious, ahd still continue to live and grow.”

The view, given in these letters, of the nature of trees, differs widely from that com-
Only received among us. It neither represents the popular belief, nor does it accord
1, the recognised doctrines of the schools. ¢ To the popular mind, iudeed,” to use Dr.
"8 0wn words, ‘it may be said to be nearly unknown, while heretofore it has failed to
Secure the sanction of the greater number of our scientific botanists. In the main, how-
EVer, it is the same as that first set forth by De la Hire, as long ago as 1708, and subse-
a“ent!y held by Darwin, Mirbel, Du Petit-Thouars, Gaudichaud, and other physéologists Ry
en . Since the publication of this volume, Dr. Harvey has ascertained that the views of the
’Jllngnt French physiologist, De Candolle, as set forth in his  Physiologie Végétable,”
Publigheq iy 1832, are substantially accordant with his own. He disclaims, therefore, “ all
gmtenSiOns on the score of originality. He has advanced nothing that was not known
hr eld before. The ouly merit he is disposed to claim in connection with it, is that of
!:"lgg unfolded it more systematically, and in greater detail than any of his predeces-
w'& At the same time,it is no more than justice to Dr. Harvey to state that the theory
38 Worked out by him, substantially as it now appears, without any assistance from
; that it was embodied in a course of lectures on physiology, which he delivered
arischal College, Aberdeen, during the winter session of 1844, and that it was subse-
w‘lhe.ntly more largely devoloped in a paper  On the Nature, Longevity, and Size of Trees,”
Onlc he published in the Edinburgh New Philosophical J oqrnal,” fox: J anuary, 1847,
di & before he had any knowledge of the writings of De la Hire, Darwin, Mirbel, Gau-
h8ud, and De Candolle.

no}ve have only room to add that Dr. Harvey studies and exponnds his favourite subject,
Only with “the broad and acute intellect of a philosopher, but with the devout and
‘hee“ential spirit of a Christian. He has an open eye for the manifestation of God in
ang) 0ok of nature ; and he has a fine gift for discovering and agprecmtmg the beautiful
an Ogies which bind together the volumes of nature and revelation—the Old Testament
e € New of God’s Universal Bible. To him, the Trees of the field and'the forest are
Pla e Trees of the Lord,” and the Cedars of Lebanon are the Cedars which ¢ He ha?h
of ;lted_" Such a man and such a writer is a distinguished ornament to the eldership
not ur Church; and this ingenious and truly original work will find its way, we doubt
8 ee!eﬁ) the hands of many of our ministers, elders, and people, yvho, while thankful to
of th Xamples of the combination of genius and piety appearing in eny and every branch
¢ Church of Christ, are sensible of a special obligation to appreciate and encourage

» When they shew themselves in their own.

o ers ;

PERIODICALS, PAMPHLETS, &C., RECEIVED.

« (v o e88r8. Hill & Martin, Montreal, we have received a copy of the first numbel: of
of t, Chicago Magazine, or, The West as it is ; illustrated,” published under the auspices
ble : Mechanics Institution of this far-famed western city. It.conta.ms several admira-
Pregg %0d-cuts of notable places and buildings in the city and neighborhood. The letter-
big 18 most creditable to the publishers. Its literature is of the first order. History,
“Migﬁp Y, travel, and story, are combined with much skill ; which, together with trade

encoy. " 804 literary notices, render it & most interesting magazine, and well worthy of
OUragement,

thep Tom Me

OfWGEg’ave received a short pamphlet on * Ventilation and Warming,” by Sheriff Ruttan,
degirg ?‘“’8: and which describes somewhat imperfectly a system for effecting the above
Signg Ofe Purposes, which is the rcsult of many years study and experience. The de-

Com. 18 A“'-thner, Nos. 1 and 2, for houses, are very chaste and beautiful. .We
v ™end parties who are erecting Churches, or planning how to heat or ventilate
builq i v, OmMunicate with Sheriff Ruttan. His recommendation to those about to
Rothiy that if your architect does not know how to put lungs into your house, have

8t all to do with him.” :



