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his death in '48. He buit the first
Methodist church, which had the honor
of' being as wvell the first of an'y creed
erected iii Ottawa, at his own expense.
l't wvas a littie [rame building on Chapel
Street, just beyond Rideau, and gave
its mille to the former street. Unfor-
tunately, it wvas destroyed by fire a
few niontbs lter. 0f him the late Mr.
Lett wvrote:

"4Jolmî Buirrovs too, %viit seriotis air
Sangz lhvnins, anid offered frequenit prayer,
AXnd taughit a Sunday-scliool with midght,
To spread aicigion's early liit.**

Let mie speak for a moment of the
hard life of those days before 1827. 1o
begin with, the first houses of even
those who afterwvards became wvealthiv
and in fluential, wvere Ilgcabins, bujît
wvith one room, kitchen, dining-roomi
and sleeping-room, downstairs, and
usuallv a garret above, oftentimes ex-
posed to the weather. There were no
churches and few religious services,
even on the Hull side. An itinerant
preacher, the first to penetrate into
these backwookis. lias left uls an inter-
estingy accouint of bis visit. "Wliere

the citv, of Ottawa nio% stands, or near
it," lie writes, '« there %vas iu the spring
of xS16 a smnall village knomn as Hull.
With rio land road fromi below, it could
oiy bc reaclied bv' water, a distance of
fortv miles. Represented as ail but
destitute of Ch ristian mi nistrations, the
author of these reiniiscences decided
to reconnoitre and report." After des-
cribing the canoe trip and a night in
the wvoods, lie continues: day-lighit
sees us leading for the «'cai-rying-place,'
(an alias for the -writer's destination)
wvhich %vas gained in season to assemble
the settiement for an evening sermon.
[t was listened to by some who had
neyer heard one before, with aviditv
and tears." Two years pass before a
regular travelling preacheris appolnAr.t.cd,
one Rinaldo Evaretts, who used to
come by way of the Upper Rideau
settliments, and thence alone iii a
cafnoe. He is said to have been the
first clergyman in ail Nepean. But
churches were flot the only lack. The
dead had to be ferried across to be
buried on the Hull side. Mz.trimony

wvas a problem, solved as a rule bv
bringingé a justice of peace from a
distant ý;ettlemnent. Sucli a marriage
wvas not leg-al in Lowver Caniada, and
hence a romantic fashion said to have
been on occasions adopted by the Hull
setiers, of having tbe ceremiony take
place in 'the wvinter time, on the ice in
the middle of the river. 'Ne are told
that the first school iii this part of
Nepean met at the bouse of Mr. Bur-
rows. [n 1828 it wvas stili the rule to
send Bytown children across to Huit to
school. Indeed, there wvere only five
regrular teachers in ail Nepean as laie
as 18133, including the village of By-
tow~n.

Tlîe trade wvbich was to bring wvealth
to the Ottawa vallev was begun in
îSo6, wvhen Phulemnon Wright, daring
nman lie wvas, took the first raft of tim-
ber doivn tbe Ottawvaand St. Lairrence
to Quehec. With few exceptions, the
-wbole population, on the Huit side at.
lea-t, wvere bienceforth interested in
lumbering.

Oxen wvere in general use to clear
the land and to draw the caravans of
travellers fromi one seutlement to an-
other. 1 wishi 1 had time to picture
wvbat bardships a journey to Perth, the
seat of justice for the coiunty until
1842, meant in tbose days. You can
imagine somiething of it wvben 1 tel] youi
tliat there was no sign of a road and
that the services of a guide were
needed. The first steamier wvas put on
the river inii 1, previous to that time
travelling wvas done in but/eaux or
barges -

The birth year of Ottawa is properly
1826, when Colonel Bv came out to
take charge of the constrùction of the
Rideau Canal. He straig4lhtwaty set
about building three barracks to house
bis soldiers, on the hill Nvhere the Par-
liament Buildings stand, aud fixed his
oivn habitation ou the next hull, Major's
Hill of to-day. It vvas a bouse set
aniong the trees with a ravishing view
frc>m the verandali, as Bouchette tells
us, wvho doubtless enjoyed it as lie
smoked bis pipe in the evening time,
neyer dreaming of the tumber piles anîd
sawvdust that were to mar the enjoyment
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