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M Y trip over tie Old Crlon, the Boston and Mlain, ilrougis 'hie
White Ml unains, the valîcys of the Saco, tise Ammonoosic and

the Passumpsic and l'y the Gieen Miountsins o! Vertnin' till

ise ceaclîed Richview, was uneveniful enough , but ail my cffott ta

appemir unconcecned failed te deceive my fcllow tra-tellers Thry

cuuld not avoid seemng tIsai 1 was anious about my valise 1 w uld

not leave it in charge uf the part. t of the Jrawing; rooim car, but toak

st te the hotel table and keptiib ai my feet white eau ing. My nervous

ness incicased as we appraached the Canadian border, and sshen the

Cuitoms officer asked ï( I had anyîhing dutiable, miv aecsi*a1ion in

answcring led ta an examînation.
"What have you *n tIsai leather case? hie asked.

Sortie jewels I atn taking te Montreal fur a friend who lias gone

home by anoiher route," was îny nnswer.
IlMy dtiy compels tre te take charge of tbese ofllis. You can,

no doubi, explain tIhe malter te the satisfaction of the authocities wlirn

we gel t0 Montreal," said lie.
RZeinontrate as i would, the officer of lier M.%ajesty's Customs borc

off witb him tue valise containing the diamond caktt, having lacked

it raid returned me the key. My feelings by ibis dime nlay be more

casily imaghsed than described. I hadal leasi goimyselfinto àscrape

wlth the Customis, and as regards the diamonds 1 conj.îred up ail sorts

.,f accidçnts. WVha a footlihad beato undertakc such acommission.

Arrived in Montreuil il was ton late te interview tise supecior oflicers

of the Customis, and 1 was compellcdl t p=s tise night ln feverish

anxiety about Madama Beltier' diamonds.
The malter was nlot so easily dL-pnsed of as I bhaï hoped, and Soute

days elapsed before negotiations for the restocaf ion o! thie valuables

were conciuded. In the meantime thie fair owner and hier btand

accived in the city and assisted at the appraiseascot. Piclting ul oane,

a diansond necklace, frein the casket, shte c.ppeared ta examire il

critically. WVith a littIe cry, shte rush'!d te a window, and ina ni meat,

with eyes almost bursting from hier head, shriekei out,-". These are

not my diàm-)nds-they are only pasie. Mc. Eldridge, whece are tlie

dlatnonds I gave you te bning home foc me?11
IlI assure you, madame, these are tise articles entrusted ta m-z by

the hoteikeeper ai N - $y

In the wildness of lier ges0~cuatious, Madame Beliier seemned te

forget thai tse bad lier arin in - iing. Mi. Beltier seemed aise te bie

suffenîng from a severe shaking op, and wore a bat wlicb tisough o!

laie style, appeared to bave been damaged over thie left ear. Hle

explained that tlie injory t0 madamses aras was caused by a railway

accident. IlI suppose you wish tri have Ibis malter settled out of

court ? Il %7s the remark at lengîli made b>' the husbauid. "'I am

nulle indifférent, sir, bow il is settted," was my repl>', a feeling takirig
possession of my> mind that I was the victint o! a deep laid plot.

Il vas finîdi>' arranged between us that, ta avoici publicity, a mutuat

legal fclend sisould be entcusted with tise circurnstances o! tise case.

In a few days I uvas made acqueinted with M. Belîier's decision. In

order to avoid an>' exposuce hie bad persuaê î d madame int accepting

two.îisirds o! the value of thie diaiaonds, 'vhicis, if 1 would pa> ' ver,

the malter would go no fariber. Thsis, coder the circumsîances, tise
la% ',er did not deern excessive, la thie face o! the receipi 1 had givea
the hotelkeeper, I felt mysel! wiîisout an>' toop.isolc of escape. Tise

lawyer stipulated for a fortnight's delay. It was nlot everybody Who

could raise sucli a soin at a moment's notice. To this proposai, ailier

somte hesitation, tise Beltiers acceded. Ta maite tise best use of ibis
intervai, anc af tise sbrewdest detectives la Montreal and another in

Boston were made acquaitatedl with the facts o! thc case and instnscted

te leave no Stone cnturned ta discover the character cf the dia;nonds,
-if madame had ever possessed ssmch valcable geins, whece 'were tise

imitations suhriuted ? Several days elapsed and I was thinking of
disposing of certaintbaniz stocks ta ralte thse mone>', when an incident

occurred Usat deserves tise terni Providentiat as fuilly as ausytiig I
ever read af in fact ar fiction.

One Suaday morning about nine a'clock a sisabby looking creature

applied at thse side dooir of a bouse in tic upper part af the cii>' for

somcthing te eat. Hiaving been supplicd, hce rcmaincd t0 devour
il, and amusedi a little boy of five or six yenrs of aige with thec
voracity with which lic aie. The littie fellow sceing the man bolting
his (od, askcd-"' Docs 'on want a dink ?> *' I es, " replied the
tramp- Thec 18d entered die hieuse and returned waîh lits mug fuil of
cüQ1«e Ila'.ng cniptied Lhe intg, the man began tu move off slowly,
but a"ier walkang a kcw pacts rcîurned and Iiandcd thie child a papier
parcel whichon unfulding, he fournitobeapursc. Open ing the lattert
lie touk out some lulded papcrs and immedîiatcly rushed int ii bouse
asking il si was 'noncy. Une of the patiers nmucli wurn ai the lolds,
appc*.red t, bc a lithograplicd receiptl or goods bouglit ot a jewellcr in
]Paris. lie put the pal)i in his pockcu, and meeting me on our way te
cLuch, descnibed the tramps visit and the gi of the poriemonn.ia e
bis little boy. "Ilece," said' hie, «4is a curiouz biti of paper winîch was
in the ;purse. "Spreading et.! the document and reading it over, 1
.startled my friccmd by the excimenieru et my nmarner. 1 askcd him 10

tend me the papcr, and turning aside my steps, rushed. alîlîougb it
was Sunday. to th: bouse o! the lawycc ia the malter of the diamonds.
I met lim guing tu church, and test nu trne in explaining the
obj ct of my wish te se him. The document praved ta bc an invoice
reccipt foi 150 francs froim Garnier, Bernadel & Cie., jewellers, Rue
Rivoli, Par-~, datcti s.july, 1888, loc ra nunsber ofmitation diamon'is,
buuglit by Madame D. Jeieur ofM-,Canada.

"Tis is most extraordinary," reînarked the lawyec. IlThe next
thing to dois îo find ih.t tramp." Ve losi no lime in secking ouI the
fath.e o!ihe littleboy. A visîlto aithe 0w resorîs in the ciîy how-
ever, faited te discover the gtver of the purse. Keepmng ail knowledge
of the document a secret, we acranged for a furiher delay of ten days
Il ill 1 could seli serre stocks," my broker being oui of town. About a
wcek had elapsed and no traceot the tramnp,when one morning myfriencl,
whose ltule boy had receîved the parse, hadariother vîsît fromn the samne
man, itt a re(luest for something te eal. The child recognmzed himi
and rus'sed irito tlhe htuse exclaiming that - he hungry man wani mn'
beddy-butty." %Vhile his wiais were heing satisfied my friend sent
me word. I test no dîne :n reaching the bouse and persuadixug thc
tramp by promise of a reward to accompany me te the lawye.'s office.
The tramp explained ihat lie had been in thîe neighborhoocl when the
smash up on the--Raiway west occurred a few weel.s before.
There liad been several narrow escapes, and saine of the occupants of
the sleeping caî had fiung their ciotbing and valuables out the windows;
others rushed hlI dresed tbrougli the only door not effectually barred.
He siept by a baystack the remainder of the niglit. Going to th:e
scene of the accident ai daybreak, bie found the purse hie had given'to
the littie boy. It coniained a two dollar bill and -a feiv silver coins,
an.d soute receipts. In the course of the day M. Beltier was confronted
witb ait the evidence we had obtained as t0 the character of the
diamonds. After a consultation wiîh bis wife hie consenled te Ici the
malter drop sa far as 1 was concecned, but would take action against
tbe other persons through wbose hands the jewels had passeà. Ar-
rangema-nts were made to have theni restored by the Custonis author-
ities, and I licard nothing further o! thue clainis of Madame Beltier or

of hier diamonds. The amount of the lots I sustained did nlot exceed
a cuple hundred dollars, three-fouarths of this bcing the amount of
Madame's bilt at the hotel, and which in view of so large a number o!
precious stonei no one could question as being pecfectly safe. I sent
M. fleltier a demand for tihe amouint but hie bas never froni tisai day t0
ibis bonored me with a reply. Neitiser lie nor madame bave beent
seen ai tisai popular zesoci ever sînce.

TISE END0.

G EoSGIA, the mother o! magnetic gîrls and otlier freaks, xsow cornes
forward witi an Irish Chimt.aan who taiks pigeon Englisis with a
brogue. The "New Soucia" is bound 19 keep up with the procession.

Iîê Haoe*.-.s fatlaexs ghost had been a live Arnerican of the prescrnt
day, bie would not haî.± ci.,imed th(. ability to unfold a tale that would
niake tise isear.-rs Ilhair te stand on end tike quilis upon tise fretful
porcupine." He would bie more likely te put il in some bilcb way as
tbis : I cotiid pompadour your hafr.whlle you wait.»


