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It is with munci pleasure and with earnest
prayer for our mutual benefit that I take up
ny pen to write you a few lines for 1897.

Finding there wvas no pressing need for mix
presence at the missions in the diocese outside
those I visited during the months of January
and February last, I accepted an invitation
froim the Bishop of Saskatchewan and Calgary
to visit the Church lissionart Society's Mis-
sions in his diocese during bis absence in
England.

Letters fron Rev. J. R. Lucas, ii charge of
St. Paul's Mission, Chipew an, report a steady
maintenance of the work there. le has not
been in so much contact with the Chipewyans
as last year, but bopes to be able to visit them
ii tbeir camps this wvinter. Mr. Lucas is busv
compiling a vocabulary and grammar of the
language and is niaking good progress in it.

St. Luke's lission, Vermilion, is being
diligently worked by the Rev. I1. Scott.
Though afflicted with considerable bodily in-
firmitv, rheumatismu, sciatica, and at tinies with
great nervous prostration, he continues to pro
secute on foot in winter, and 1 canoc in
sumier, journevs of two to three hundrd
miles, visiting te I ndians in thbeir camps. lie
gies the following interesting account of one
of these visits ".\fter travelling over one
hundred miles to the Cariboo hills i reached a
Cree tent feeling tired out and painfully lanie,
and dreading the prospect of aIll te miles of
snow which intervened between me aind bone.
After a while I had reading of the Word, sing-
ing and prayer. Wheni I had finished an old
blind grandnother whvo vas preseni, imimedi-
atelv began to thank ie and to praise God
that sie iad once more heard Ilis wXord and
the voice of the ' man of pravers;' she could
thank God that ai lhough lier body was niow
blind I-le had given lier liglt in lier soul ; and
sie went on to state lier faith iii Christ in a
marvellous wav for one witli such few oppor-
tunities for instruction. AIl n pain and
fatigue seemiied to go and I felt tlat i could
start on another liundred miles for such a
reward. Fromi this teit I went about thirtv
miles ini anotier direction o amother Intdian
tent. The wife was mucht .imio\cd about somte
false reports wvhici had becen circulated about
lier. She felt anigry and bitter about the
tmtatter. i was sorry for lier and felt that sie
iad cause for resentmîent. I said vern little, but
openled the New Testament and read wiat the
Lord had donc wheni unjustly accused and how

lie liad left us ai examItple. 'Tlie poor womiai
was melted to tears ; site wept nuch at the
thougît of lier own anger and uni forgiving
spirit, especiallywen i iemîiinded lier of low

uiticli lie lad forgiven. When I left sle
followed ie outside and witli tears asked me
to lorget lier words and that I miust not be
disturbed on account of teim for she liad cast
thiem entirel\ out of lier leart ; that slhe wNould
returi good for ex il to the person wXhio had so
injured her." Of this I has e since ltad ample
proof.

The Rev. A. I. \arnX ick combines the work
of assistant miissionarv to Rev. M. Scott wXiith
that of Principal of the Irenie Training Sclool.
Durinug ir. Scott's frequent absence lie carries
on the serxices and the general Xork of the
mission. I is letter hi gives a verv pleasing
accouit of Mattlhew Kewatin XXho is getting ai
old man. " lie (Matthew) spoke of the joy
it gives himîu to thimnk of heavei. He is looking
to God and waiting for Hini to call Ilimil up to
Iliim."

'Tlie Rev. Hv. Robinson last \ear passed
throutgi a ieavxy trial imi lthe loss of his wife,
leaving three little omies and ai adoptcd Indian
girl withotut a mother's care. île writes very
tiiaikfuilly of the care they reccive from Miss
Mc Kniiglit, XXuho volunteered for the work and
was sent ont by the Holy Triiity Branch of
the W.A., of Winnipeg. Miss McK. has felt
deeply tle isolation whici titis charge entails
but remains bravely at lier post. M r. Robimison
is still beset Xvith difliculties, arisiig a good
(eal fromt the failurc of crops last \ Car through
drotmglit. lie Xrites cheerfully about his \ ork,
but lias not tiuci progress to report. The
mn ork mutay become more colonial in his mission.
The discovery of riclu gold mines on the Yukomi,
also reported discoveries of paying deposits oui
Upper Peace River vill iasten the opening out
of the mnorth, more especially of the Peace
River country. It's fertility and proximtit\ to
the lurther iorth seem to point it out as a
natural source of supplies for tiese far northeri
gold fields. Agaii the increasing desire in
Caniada for ami aIl Canadian overlaid route to
Klondke, Xhici iunst cross the Peace Rier
country : thiese and other causes will tend
this XaV. Mr. Robinson is a fluent Crce
speaker and this, comtubimied withi an earnest
Christian spirit, miialcs hit a useful missionary.
Besides Xworking among the Indiais in his
imiimîediate neighboriood, lie visits thiem at
other points, Dunvegan, Spirit Ri or, etc.

I still lomg 1to lie able to place a mission
amiong the Beaer Inidians more to the w est,
but so far my atteipbs in tlis direction have
beemn frustrated. Straitened ieans and dit-
appoiitmIenits in tliosC, h. liom judginîg w Cl cut
out for pioncer work. I lad ioped to send out,
arc the cliief causes. I trust, hlowever, that


