AGRICULTURE.

Communications,
R
A FEW USEFUL HINTS. ,
or the Agricullurist. .
Tne late Benjamin Lell, Fsq., of Huuthill,
cothund, minde various expriments 1o asceitain
chethien light or impettect seed would vegetate
it praduce A erop equal 10 what might b+ ob-
wed fiom seed peilectly ripened and safely
wvested.  The result of these experiments
tronaly confirms what has been urged with re-
gpeet o the use of mildewed or diseased grain |
T SEeu. :
T\Ve may only mention that Dr, Bell, in Octeber, «
783, sewed a field of filteen acres with thirty-
3’.\' bushels of wheat, of which eight bushels was
i best that could be provided in the London |
arket of crop 1782, Twenty bushels of the.
rudince of East Lothian crop, 1783, was also
sed, and four bushels of the best wheat in the |
andon market, of crop 1782, and four bushels of
e produce near Edinburgh ia the same year,’
ade out the total quantity. Here it must be
marked, that 1782 was a sezson generally uu--
gsvnr.nh!c to raising wheat in perfection, but that
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1783, that grain’ was sound and ot exeellent
atity.  The field upon which the above pucel .

'
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u
f woeat was sown was well fallowed and equa!
§;mnuurcd with dung, and the whole seeds were |
wn i the beginning of October, after each of
l};em had been wavhed in strong brine, and after-
ards duted swith new siaked lime.  The English -
ed of ciop 1733, was sown on one side of the
eld, and two bushels of Mid Lothian seed of crop |
182, on three ridges uext to 1it.  To this sue-|
eded the Enslish wheat, and next to it the,
l&hcr two Lushels of Mid Lothian wheat of 1782.
| he tield being all in good condition, the wheat |
-Appeared eatly above the surface, and the shoots '
"$vre every where strong, excepting on those !
fj'zessown with Mid Lothian wheat of crop 1762, '
wlich the plants were weak, and not very
Mumerous, Neither did they spread or tiller hke !
e others 3 so that during the winter and spring
iomh, the wheat on those 1idges made a weak "
pearance, and in harvest the straw was not only |
thin and of little length, but the ears were short |
id small, aud the grain on this part of the field
> not 50 large or heavy as on other parts,
"} 1t was also found on being thrashed and mea-
fred, that the produce of the wheat of erop 1782
Has only foriy-four bushels, or twenty bushels
Re loar 5 whereas, the produce of the rest of the
Wl was fully sixty bushels for every four of
ed sown, “T'he difference in value was also
nsiderable, the produce of the M:d Lothian
Wheat selling one shilling and three pence per
shel lower than the others.
From the above statement o powerful motive

H

curs for using only the best grain for seed—the
th of which cannot be too strongly inculcated.
Wat light or imperfect seed will vegetate and
nd foiih a stalk or plant, may easily be admit-
, but that the produce of that stalk or plant will
1 be 50 healthy or good as what may be obtain-
from plams of weil filled seed, will scarcely
‘quesuoned by any one who is not a slave to
slem,
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Very great painsg have been nsed by Biitish
bieeders to procreate animals tom il e best and
nie st approved hinds of caile and sheep 5 but
were 11 admited that light, diseased and roper-
feet giin was capable of wmaking an eqnalietuin
 the grower, quantity and gualuy bewg taken
mto consideranom, 1t is plamn that the breeders of
hve stuek are demonstrably wrons in seleclinzine
strangest and best propoitioned anmels as the
busts of their breeding steek. In making these
selections, however, every ms, will acknow-
ledgze that they acted with Ju 'mment 5 there fore it
uecessarly follows, that the growers of g.alu whoe
make wse of delective seed torsowig theirfizhls,
neither cousult their own interest nor act with
that degiee of judgment and vnderstanding wineh
wught o intluence and govern every goud bus-
bandinan,

The faymer who practises Lusbandry upon pro-
per privciples should not enly have s hskds:
under all Kinds of grain, Lut hkewse a satficient
quantity ol griss aud grain erops for maintatnng
lus stock of cattle and sheep throngh all the -
ferent seasons ol the year. By laywg out land
in this style, the economy of a farm 1s 50 regu-
lated, that while inprevements progressively go
jorward, too much work dues ot ‘cccur at one
(ime, nor oeeasion for idleness at another,

Sappose two farmeis of the same substance,
and living npon simular farms ; one manages his
Jand wth judgment and spnit, makes all the
manare he cany sells no hay or straw; does not
mjudiciously erup hus laud 5 diains his fields, and
keeps his live stock and fences in good ordet.—
This man grows rich 3 the other, a sloven inthese ’
particnlars, dwindles into poverty. These are
the esrcumstances which wake the one man rich
and the other poor.

Another consideration of great importance is,
uot to take a farm that may require more money
to purchase and stock it well than the farmer is
in possession of. Farmers are usually very eager
after quantity ; the certain consequence of which
is a slovenly system of management. Let any
one consider the difference between good and bad
farming m 2ll its branches: the one is certain
Joss aud the other certain gain. A profitable and
proper use of manure, let the farmer now hold'in
remembrance, is the life and soul of husbandry ;
therefote those who know the best how tv prepare
it, and afterwards how to apply it, can scarcely
fail of being successful in any sitnation. Quality
of manure is to be considered above guantity—
much depends upon how live stock are fed in win-
ter—the Le(ter they are fed, the better the maaure.
With regaid to hime, guano, bone dust and plaster,
that can orly be obtained by those who have
money at command.

The advantage of changingseed. Inthesame
field, «li equally dressed, one and a half bushels

tof oats from a different soil and situation ; and

one and a half bushels of oats grown on the faim

) not changed for some years, twenty-five bushels

were the produce of the former, and twenty bush-
els the produce of the latter.  The produce of the
changed seed weigling most and a greatey weight
of siraw.



