
0F TIIL BOARD OF AGRICULTURE

orsI foot, from prepared speciiens of the
ýiferenît parts, and proceeded as follows.-

flavinig thus brielly :;iven an ouLline of this
uut iautilut and tutplicated organ, you wilI
%y bu aule t) unideratanld how sucli a delicate

-ture z4s the sensitive fout is preserved, and
stamu te weight when la coitaitly

aîî h4it uponl it, in gatlopm¿îg, Ieapi,
, i l u manl takes the horise and

bjeets nt. e changesincuident tu donesti.
unl) wvhen u d roads and cause-
aYS are aubstituV suit lawnls anit pastures,
ive hafd thlat the itself mlust haýve bomle
tiiciai protection, ", -vent it being wiorn
wI, a wetl as to eiabIl , animai tu, perturn
e worki lecquired of hun.
AIccordm¿itîy we iind, that, from a very r iy
udtt, a cuveu igm the snlape of a shue was

ýjitted for ie lool, sO za to protect it froi
e tar and wear to which it is necessarily ex-
sAd traveliing.
Archzeologibts have paid but little attention
the hist-ory ut horse shoemng, consequently

e tlind il. duiheult tu deternmmae the precl.e timue
hen horse bhoeiig uwas first praetised.
The Riomîanîs, ve are told, used a coverng,
ubably wovein of' henp or rushes, which en-
osed the wh1îole fout, and was tied by a cord
ound the fetlock-this however must have
enu inconvenienit and troublesone, as they
ould require to be remnoved repeatedly in the
mse o a journey ; something more durable
J to be suîstituted, so wVe fiind that nentionî
next made of ironî shoes. Writers are not
reed as to the exact manner in which the Ruo-
Ils atiached these iron shoes to the horse's
uti sone suppose that they weîe faatened by
eais of a leatilir sock. whien was bound round
e foot by a thong of the saine material. )th-
a aain suppose that they w ure aquainited
ith our inoderi methods of attaehing them, and
is last opmioni in somtie mneasure eonfirmed
the discovery of old horse shoes in somie of

e Roman renainîs in England, h aving the niait
les perieet and of a square shape.
It is evident that the Liritons had some sort of'
otectuIol tor the foot of the horse, either at the
Jain invasion or soon after, froîn their having
naine to it ;-they called it Pedol, from the
:lî.: Ped, a foot.
Soie suppose that horse shoeing in Britaiuî
ies fromt the Norman conquest. This idea
ery prohably arose trom the great importance
hiel William the Conquerer attached to Far-
ery. It is not so much my intention to enter
tu the history of the art as practised by the
neients, as it is to bring befure you the most
oderni improvemenlts, and point out the plans
hieh I consider the best.
In applying a shoe to the foot it should be
ade not only so as to proteet the foot against
r and wear, but likewise so as not to injure
e foot itself by bruising the sole. A great deal

been written and much more said, as to

which is the est mecth'd of nempsing this
object. It would be ueleŽs ir ue tg describe
tUe nany ditierent plans u w hich lave beenu in-
vented, as lmoest every coun try lias its own plain.
But that winch is nlow bcome umt g4ne rat, and
which is ùud lo answer all puroses lebt, is
the CoIMnMoa seaited s;h'oe, wivhienl Vas fiist pro.
posed and mîade by Mr. thuner, an11d sone-what
nproved by Moreeroft. It is made of thesaine
breadth ait rouid, presienîtiîng a flat surface tu
tlhe- grounud, e*xcept the fuhingll l'or tlle nait
holes arount he mar.:i,-t bue uj q r SUI face, or
that on hu the loot i ests, 18 tmiade flat i ounîd
the oiuter î.rgin for the crust to rest upun-
thîi flat pa t, (I le seat) being broader at the
heels tu :uppurt the lel of thle crust. Thelî in-
side ut' the wub is WelIl beveiled out, and made
conlcave, su as to alîow space foir tlh'e d1eet of
the( soi its gý enerlly s-cured lay foum -even
tu ninie nals; mlat is wyhenl iuit-n, 4 ii the inside
and la o t le out ;an a a-.» sievenu, J outside
and 3 insi'e.

Sinîce the time uo Osm'u'er and Morecoft, a great
Manly have nritten on the subjct anid ptroposed
diticîerînt forms o shoes,each posesing their own

dvantîages, but noue I think surpassing the
seated shtoe for general puurposes. This is the
sioe recommnuended and used by Prolessor Dick
of Edinburgh, who lias bc-towed a g-reat amnouvt
of attention to the shociîg of horses. In hiis
mîanual of Veterinary Scienîce ho says :-After
a pcr-onal expericnce of nearly fîfty years in the
service of the profession, commencing with the

praetical art at ihue anuvil, aid pursuing a jong
course of anatomical sîtudy, and bemug broughlit
into daily contact n ith the horse, through prae-
tice, amd elinieal inspection, and otherwise, both
in a sound and unsound state. I have conte to
the conclusion that the whole art of shoemîîg
consits in applying a shoe so that it will serve
as a defence to the she witlout inijuring it-
this is uet done by what is called a stated shoe.
Anong those who have written on titis subject,
bez-id<s the above nai , nay be meitioned : St.
lel, Colein1m, Braey liarke, Gocdu. in, J. Clarke,
of inburgh, J.ne-s Turner, aud mole recently
Mr. Mikes, Stewart and Col. Fitzwygram. We
will 1ou on some of their planis wlen ve come
to sp'u of shoes fou specal purpotso.

1 ha% e hie what I consider a fli' specimen
of' the sei-ed shoe. The fullei- should be
imade ruarse, that is, not too hcar tlue margin,
else the n:uls wilil have to be drivan obliquely
iniwai ds antd upwards, so as to get tlem high
enouglh. This is apt to loa<i to paickinîg, (thaît is
penetrating the quick with tlhe nai!s.)or he sen-
sitive parts are --eadier brised by the shoulder
of the nail. This is an error into which horse
shoers are very apt to fall; in fact, in nany
cases they are driven to it, as gentlemen who
do not understand the principles of boise shoe-
ing, sometimes find fault with the fullering he
ing coarse,-thinking that the shoe is badly
made. When pinehed coarse they aie easier
driven.


