OF THI BOARD

#me's foot, from prepared specimens of the
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{ Having thus brielly :iven an outline of this
gmost heautsiul and cophicated organ, you wall
w be auie to uuderstand how such a delicate
ture ws the sensitive foot is preserved, and
sustatu the weight which 1s constantly
wsht upon 1ty 1 galloping, leapmy,

.\ hew man twkes the horse and

bjects ey gpitine changes incident to dumesu.
booon, when 4% 2od roads and cause-

BAuys ure aubstltuw‘l‘fﬁ & 501t lawns and pastures,

i we find that the W3 1tself must have some
3

ulictal protection, 8 @ ovent 18 being worn
vi, us well us to enable . ammaito pertorin
work tequired of him.
Accordingty we find, that, from a very «urly
Eeniod, u covermng 1 the snape of ashoe was
Biovided for the hool, s0 as to protect 1t from
Be tear and wear to which it is necessanly ex-
sed 1 traveliing.
| Arclieologists have paid Lut litile attention
the history of horse shvemg, consequently
find 1t dilicult to determne the precise time
¥icn horse shoeing was first practised,
f The Komans, we are told, used a coverng,
frobubly woven of hemp or rushes, which en-
Bosed the whole toot, and was tied by o cord
found the fetlock—this however must have
fcn 1nconvenient and troublesome, as they
gould require o be removed repeatedly in the
guse ot a journey ; svmething more durabie
dto be substituted, so we find that mention
next made of iron shoes. Writers are not
prrced as to the exact maunner in which the Ro-
Biis attached these iron shoes to the horse’s
bt ; sume suppuse that they weie fustened by
puans of aleather sock, whien was bound round
¢ foot by a thong of the same material, Oth-
again suppose that they were acquainted
filh our modern methods of attaching them, and
Bis lust opmion is in some measure cunfirmed
jj the discovery of old horse shoes in some of
Ke Roman remains in Eogland, having the nail
les perteet and of'a squure shape.
f It is evident that the Uritons had some sort of
gotection for the foot of the horse, ¢ither at the
§man invasion or soon afier, from tieir having
f name to it ;—they called it Pedol, from the
Blii: Ped, a foot.
§ Some suppose that horse shoeing in Britain
gies from the Norman conquest. This idea
#ery probably arose trom the great importance
Mhich Wiiliam the Conquerer attached to Far-
gery. 1t is not so much my intention to enter
gt the history of the art as practised by the
gncients, as it is to bring before you the most
#odern improvements, and point out the plans
Buich { consider the best.
aIn applying a shoe to the foot it should be
e not only so as to protect the foot agaivst
rand wear, but likewise so as not to injure
#¢ foot itself by bruising thesole. A great deal
g3 been written and much more suid, as to
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¢ the sole;
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which is the beat methud of accomplishing this
object. It would be useless for me o deseribe

{ the many ditferent plans which have been -
[ vented, as almost every country has its own plan,

But that which is now become most gene rat, and
which i3 found o auswer all purposes hest, is
the common seated shoe, which was litst pro-
posed and made by Mr. Usmer, and somewhat
mproved by Morecroft. It is made ot the sume
breadth all round, preseming a flat surlace to
the ground, except the fullering for the nail
holes around the marsin,—the upper s iuce, or
that on wincis the tout 1esty, 18 made flut 10und
the onter Lorgin for the crust to rest upon—
this flut pait, (he seat) being broader at the
heels to support the heel of the crust. The in-
side of the web is well heveiled out, and made
coneave, 50 as L aliow space for the duscent of
it 13 generally secared by iyom seven
to nine nuils; that is when nine -t in the insde
aud 5 on the vut; and whea seven, 4 outside
and 3 inside.

Since the time of Osmer and Moveeoft, a great
many have written on the subject and propuosed
duivrent forms of shoes,each pussessing theirown
advantages, but none I think surpussing the
seated shue for general purposes. This is the
shoe recommended and used by Professor Dick
of Bdinburgh, who has bestowed a great amount
of attention to the shoemg of horses. In hig
manual of Veterinary Science he says :—After
a personal expericnee of nearly hity years in the
zervice of the profussion, commencmyg with the
practical art at the anvil, aud pursuing a long
course of anatomical study, and bemg brought
into daily contact with the horse, through prac-
tice, and clinical inspection, and otherwise, both
in a sound and wnsound state. I have come to
the conclusion that the whole wrt of shoemg
consizts in applying a shoe so that it will serve
as a defence to the shee without injuring it—
this is best done by what is called a scated shoe.
Among those who have written on this subject,
besides the nbove nacd, may be mentioned : St.
Bel, Colemw, Bracy Clurke, Gocdiin, J. Clatke,
of fidinburgl, Jumts Turner, aud moe recently
AMr. Miles;, Stewart and Col. Fitzwygram. We
will touch on some of their plans when we come
to speni of shoes fur spectal purposes.

Ihave hore what [ consider o fuir specimen
of the seated shoe.  The fullering should be
mude cuarse, that is, not too near the margin,
¢lse the nals will huve 10 be driven obliquely
inwards and upwards, so as to get them high
enough. This is apt to lcad to icking, (thatis
penetrating the quick with the nails,yor the sen-
sitive parts are ~eadier brwsed by the shoulder
of the nail. Thisis an error into which horse
shoers are very apt to fall; in fact, in many
cages they are driven to it, as gentlemen who
do not understand the principles of hoise shoe-
ing, sometimes find fault with the fullering be
ing coarse,—thinking that the shoe is badly
made. When pinched coarse they aie easier
driven,



