
OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

Leriot at my death, and no doubt when that oc-
nr3. the steward to the lord of the manor will
airn my best horse or bullock, as well as 1.1

rear's reà .
' nyplemenial Imp-overs.-We owe to T Il
the drili nnd horse-lçe, to lell the reaper, ai.

SNleiklie the thrashing-machine. The two last
eSeotehmetn. It is hardly possible to over-

rate the important benelits these implements will
cnfer on British agriculture. The' tine and
mouey they save largely aid us in the successful
tomp'etition with foreigners. t is a singular
lut si,,nificant lthet thuat although Mr. lell had
Wued the reaper (invented by his brother, the
Ble. Patrick Bell, still living at Carmylie, near
tTbroath, who in 1828 received a £50 prize for
it fromn the Highland Arrieultural Society) for
tlrty years, no one seemned to know any tling
abînt it; and when his machines, Anerican'ized,
appeared in the great exhibition of 185à, thev
were regarded as curiosities and novelties. Thfe
public trial of them, on my farn, in 1856, in
the presence of a distinguished company, at once
launched theni into proctical use. I have used
one of themn eveî since.

Agricultural Inplements and Machinery.-
If I wisled to coiiviinæc agriculturists of the lu-
ortance of stean, I would in their presence ask

the implemcnt makers how muclh they would en-
hance their pr es if compelled to go back to
manual labour or horse-power as a motive force?
The answer would probably be, "It is not a
question of price, for ve could not produce
enough even at an advance of 50 to 100 per
cent." As I wander through the implemental
labyrinth at our great shows, I ponder in my
mind whether farmers ever entertained this
question, and applied it to thneir own e.se. Ve
noonger see tht' farmer or his men making
their own wooden ploughi and other tools at
home as in ancient times ; but the steam-blast,
the steam-hammer, the steam cirenlar saw, and
the steam-turned lathe, have transformed our
blaehrmiths' shops into gigantie and money-
making factories, whence agr'culture derives the
cheap and effective neans of a successful compe-
tition writh less advauced corn-growing countries.
It would be ungracious to omit honourable men-
tion of the Ransomes, Garretts, Hornsbys,
Claytons, Howards, Barreits, and others, who
have so admîrably met the mechanical demands
of modern agriculture. It is my lot to wel-
come many foreign agriculturists, and as I
cateciize them, I often wish that I had by my
side the agricultural alarmist. He would'hear
them say, " We have no ronds, or we cannot
'use then in bad weather ; we have the old wood-
En plough; we never hoe our corn, our mni do
not understand this mîachinery; ve do not drill
our corn; we keep our sheep three or four years
%[efore they are fat; we use no oilcake-our ani-
MIls live on straw in the wvinter ; we are very
far from amarliet or river; we have no railways

or canals; we grow three, four, or five bushels
for one." A brother of a neighbour of mine
emrligrated to Amerida, and, writing to his bro-
ther, said, " I expect to sec some'tlhing of the
country, for so-and.so is going Out with a load
of corn to market (Chicago); 'he v ,ill h gone
three weeks, as it is 50 miles away." This I know
to be a faet. It is a variety of these difliculties
which beset Uhe foreign cheap producer; and it
i; the reverse of all this that conforts and pro.
fits the British fariner.

The Establishment of Firimcers' Clubs and
Agricultural Societies has had a umiost beneti.
cial influence un agiicultural progress, vhich
lias been stimulated and improved by competi-
tive exhibitions,. by tihe readig of papers on
Agriculttral subject, by the discussions follow-
inîg thereon, and above all, by the dilfusion of
those readings and-discussions by means of the
agrieultural press. It is a painful, unacccuntable,
and not very creditable faet, that the only socie-
ty in Britain that forbids the free and publie
reporting of its discussions and proceedings is
the Royal Agricultural Soeiety of England 1 In
other respects it has conferred great benefits on
British Agriculture, especially by its itinerat;ug
annual exhibitions for live stock and machunery.
Its I Journ.l" lias also dont good service. The
sanie good resnlts have follow ed from the High
land Society and its " Journal ;" and the Irish
Agricultural Society, and its "Journal," and
their ex'ibitions. It would be doing an injus-
tice to Scotch Agriculturists not to compliment
then on the talent displayed ai their discussions,
resultinîg, no doubt, froin those more abundant
educational facilities which have existed in
Seotland, compulsorily, more than in England.
Probably tLis was the cause of their ' Agricul-
tural Jeurnal'' appearing so many years before
that of the English Society.

Thce Smthfield Club, by its early and origi-
nal Exhibit.on of Livé Stock, deserves especial
commendation as the pioncer in animal compet-
itive exhibitions, -which have dispelled self-sufli-
ciency and developed animal perfection. Among
the greatest benefactors to agriculture stands

Baron Liebig.-If an accurate account could
be taken of the quantity ond value of the addi-
tional food produced through his discoveries, the
vorld would be grateful, and we should look
upon him as a great benefactor to mankind. By
the light of his great mind, the darknesb of ag-
riculture, with regard to the nutrition of plants
and of animals is being rapidly dispelled. Like
a great magician, le bas taught us to convert
bone and mineral apatite, into milk, cheese, mut-
ton, and beef. He lias taught us that the earth
on which we tread forms an indispensable por-
tion of animal and vegetable structure. He
dispovered floating in the passing breeze the fat
and muscle of Our bodies. The once exhausted
pastures of Cheshire owe to him tLieir fmuitful
regeneration, and every Cheshire cheese should


