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Miss South smiled at the eagerness which Nora dis-

played, smiled indulgently, but in reply, said merely,

" I am afraid that there will hardly be time now, but

in the early autumn, if there is no opportunity before

you go away, I am going to have a special meeting to

which you will all be invited, at which I will tell you

of a scheme which with your cooperation as well as that

of some other interested persons I hope to carry out

next season. There really is not time to say much

about it now, for Philip and his friends will soon be

here and we must all go to work to prepare our tea."

Then the girls set to work with a will, and in addi-

tion to the delicious things sent out in hampers, they

prepared several dainty dishes. Many of these delica-

cies were the result of the practice they had had in the

cooking class of the past two seasons. Julia set the table

with the new dishes that filled Mrs. Kosa's corner closet,

—the closet, that is, that was to be Mrs. Rosa's. No one

criticised the thickness of the cups, nor the crudeness

of the colors with which the cups and plates were dec-

orated, for by the time the boys came they were all so

hungry that they could have eaten and drunk from

plates and cups of tin.

It was rather a picnic supper on the whole, as the

table was not large enough for the group of merry

young people who wished to gather around it. Some

of them, therefore, sat out on the steps, and on the tiny

little piazza at the corner, and laughed and talked in at

the top of their voices in the intervals between courses.
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