OCEAN TO OCEAN

THROUGH CANADA IN 1872
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" CHAPTER 1.
" Introductory.

TRAVEL. a thousand miles up a great river; more than
another thousand along great lakes and a succession.of gpaller
lakes; a thousind miles across rolling prairiés; and another
- thousand through woods and over three great ranges of moun-
tains, and you have travelled from Ocean to Ocean through
Canada. All this Country is a single Colony of the British
Empire ; and this Colony is dreaming magnificent dreams of a
future‘when it shall be the “ Greater Britain,” and the highway
across which the fabrics and products of Asia shall be carried,
to the Eastern as well as to the Western sides of the Atlantic.
Mountains were once thought to. be effectual barriers against
railways, but that day has gorie by ; and, now that trains run
between San Francisco and New York, over summits of eight
thotisand two hundred feet, it is not strange that they should
be expected soon to run between Victoria and Halifax; over a
height of three thousand seven' hundred feet. At any rate, a
Canadian Pacific Railway has been undertaken by the Dominion;
and, as this’book consists of notes made in connection with the

survey, an introductory chapter may be given to a brief history
‘of the ]  project,

= For more than a quarter of a century before the Atlantic was -

connected by rail with the Tucific public ‘attention had been
frequently called, especially in the great cities of the United States,
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